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PREFACE. 



If Slavery is ever abolished from the world, it will be done 
by the influence of the Christian Religion. Men never will 
abandon slave-holding, till they feel it to be a sin against 
God ; and the reason why all who are now concerned in the 
support of this system, do not f^el and act under this con. 
viction is, because they have not examined it in the light of 
God's word. 

It is a solemn fact, that there is scarcely any one sin de- 
scribf^. i» the inspired writings, in all its parts, features, 
#zi4 cons^qiiences, so clearly and explicitly, as are those acts 
tp^feh ^fnsH^te the sin of slavery ; and scarcely any other 
sin has been so frequently denounced in the Bible, with the 
feaffbl maledictions of Heaven. Let the reader examine 
the few passages quoted in the following pages, with a 
prayerful and unprejudiced mind, and let him ask himself, 
while doing this, what we may suppose God's design was, 
in dictating so much which we find in the Scriptures against 
oppression in all its forms, against man-stealings against (^e- 
frauding the poor of his right, and against keeping back 
the hire which is due to those who reap down our fields? 
Why has he, in so many instances, enjoined it upon man to 
show pity towards those of his species who are in distretjs, 
and to extend relief to all who are in trouble and unable to 
help themselves ? Such passages, it will be perceived, make 
up no inconsiderable portion of the preceptive part of the 



Bible; and miut these all be thrown i.n;1 It there no 
■in committed b; any of the human fiunil; now, agunst 
which the]' were designed to bear T Are not thewt piumgea 
of Holy SoriptuiB now "ptiffitabie far doctrine, far reproof , 
for correetiim, and for inttrHction in rigkUaamtem ?" 

In a word, who does not eee.'that if no part of the Scrip- 
tures may be now braitght to bear, with the utmoet propri- 
ety, against the present tyittm of opprtttion which prevails 
in this naUon, merely because the circomatanoes under 
which this sin is now committed may differ, in some re- 
specls, from those in which men sinned when the varioos 
parts of the Bible were at Erst written, then it most follow, 
as an undeniable consequence, that no dns of any kind 
can be reproved, at the present day, in Scripture language, 
nor from Scriptoie authority- 
It is not pretended that all the passage* in the BiUe 
which relate to this subject, are brought forward in this 
little work, hut it has been the author's design to notice the 
most of those which, it is Iwlieyed, either directly or indi- 
rectly, show alave-holding to be a tin; and to do joalBe to 
the subject, none of those are omitted which have be«a td 
frequently quoted, and so strangely lorturtd to prttn that 
the Bible justifies the system. 

This work has been prepared with the kindeat of ftel. 
ings, both towards the tmlaver and entlaced ; and if it 
should be the means of helping the friends of these two 
classes of our fellow-citizens, in any degree, to Ihfi nse ot 
those heawtdy teeapont, by which it is our duty to prase- 
cute the great and good woA of delivering the 'opprssseil 
fbim the hands of the oppregmr, the object will have bean 
obtained. For the aeapotu of our aarfare or* not carnal, 
but mighty thrvugh Bod, to the paUing iomn of ttrojig 
holdi; catting doatn imaginatiorig, and rttry iigk llung 
that exalteth ittelf agaimt the tnouledge «^ Ood 
Sfptehber 4, 1836. 



TESTIMONY OF GOD 



AGAINST SLAVERY 



CHAPT ER I. 

WHAT IS SLAVERY ? 

The inquiry here, is, not what W|i8 Roman or 
Grecian ^avery, but what is American slavery? 
What is that slavery which has been created and 
which is still sanctioned by law la these United 
States ? 

We answer, it is the condition of those of our 
species who are held and treated as property, in 
South Carolina, this state is described in the follow- 
ing language: — •* Slaves shall be deemed, sold, 
taken, reputed and adjudged in law to be c/iattelSf 
pefsonal, in the hands of their owners and possessors^ 
and their executors, administrators and assigns, to 
all intents, construdioiis and purposes whatsoever." 

The law of Louisiana declares : — 

** A slave is one who is in the power of the 
master to whom he belongs. The master may sell 
him, dispose of his person, his industry and Idhor ; 
lie can do nothings possess nothing, nor acquire any 
thing, hut what must belong to his master.^' 

An act of the state of Maryland, declares slaves 
to be property, in these words : — 

" In case tiie persona! property of a v(Q.td> «fc»ik 

1* 
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consist of specific articlea such as ellves, working 
BEASTS, ANIMALS of ANY KIND, stock, tumiture, 
plate, books, 4ic., tfae court, if it shall deem it ad. 
vantageoua for the ward, may at any time, pass 
an order for the sale thereof." 

" Slaves shall always be reputed and considered 
real estate ; shall be, as such, subject tD be mort- 
gaged, according to the rules prescribed by law, and 
they shall be seized and sold as real eataie."— 'Act 
of Louisiana. 

Hence it appears, that the distinguishiDg princi- 
ple of slavery is this: slaves are not to be ranked 
among rational, immortal beings, but they are to be 
considered, held, aitd treated as things, a* articles of 
properly. 

Now, whether the Holy Scriptures aflbrd any 
authority for the assumption of that right or power, 
by which the enslaved are held in this condition, 
and subjected to the evils which directly or indirect- 
ly Sow from it, may be determined at once, when 
we shall have seen how far this power extends. 

From an examination of the slave laws, it will bn 
found that the master's authority over his slave is as 
unlimited as it is over any other property. 

He may at any time inflict any punishment upon 
the person of his slave. 

He may determine the kind and degree and lime 
of labor to which the slave shall be subjected. 

He may supply the slave with such food and 
clothing only, both as to quantity and quality, as 
may suit his own pleasure or convenience. All the 
power of the master over his slave may be exercised 
not by himself only, but by any other person whom 
he may appoint as his agent. 
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Slaves have no legal right to property, not even in 
themselves, nor in anything else, real or personal, 
hut whatever they may acquire, hy lahor, belongs^ 
in point of law, to their masters. 

The slave, heing a personal chattel^ is at all times 
liahle to be leased, mortgaged, or sold absolutely at 
the mere will of his maister ; or he may be sold by 
process of law for the satisfaction of the debts ofti 
living, or the debts and bequests of a deceased mas- 
ter,' at the suit of creditors ©r legatees. 

A slave cannot be a party before a judicial tribu- 
nal, in any species of action against his master, no 
matter how atrocious may have been the injury re- 
ceived from him. 

Slaves cannot redeem themselves, nor obtain a 
change of masters, though the most cruel treatment 
may have rendered such a change necessary for 
their personal safet}'. 

Slaves being objects of property, if injured by third 
persons, their owners may bring suit, and recover 
damages for the injury. 

Slaves can make no contracts. 

Slavery is hereditary and perpetual.* 

Here, then, we see that Slavery is not servitude 
merely, nor the right to the service of another, Where 
there is an equivalent, or considerations which ren- 
der the demand for service just ; but it is the assump- 
tion and exercise of that power which holds and 
treats the human species &s property. 

It does not allow to the slave the rights of his own 
reason and conscience. 

It annihilates the family state ; prevents the pa- 

* Stroud. 
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reota from obeying the commaDd of. God, with re- 
gard to tbeir children ; it prohibits, or nullifies, the 
marriage riles, and prevent husbands and wives 
from obeying the command of Gkid with regard to 
each other. 

It enjoins, or sanctions, promiscuous intercourse 
betweeo the sexes without the rites of marriage. 

It holds all the religious privileges of the slave at 
the mere mercy of his q^ter, whether that master 
be infidel, papist, or protestant. 

It prevents the slaves from obeying that com- 
mand of God which makes it the du^ of all men to 
"search the Scriptures." 

Its direct tendency is to crush the mtnd of God's 
intelligent creatures, by forbidding and preventing 
all schools for " mental instruction. 

It withholds the hire of the laborer. 

It sanctioDs and covers the breach of the eighth 
commandment. It justifies the very same thing 
which our laws and the laws of nations punish aa 
piracy, if committed on the coast of Africa, or on 
the high seas. It originates and justifies what 'he 
Bible calls " Man-stealing." 

It'dcnies to the slave adequate protection for his 
character, his health and life, and more or less en. 
dangers his present and eternal salvation. 

Such, then, is the condition of millions of our spe- 
cies in this Christian land ; and against that assumed 
power which keeps them in this slate, God has left 
the instructions, warnings, and threatemngs of His 
unerring word. 



I 
AGAINST SLAVERY. 9 



CHAPTER II« 

3%e bondage of the Israelites in Egypt, and the 
measures which Crod took to Uberate them. 

1. And the Lord said I have surely seen the af- 
fliction of my people which are in E^^t, and have 
heard their cry by reason of their task-masters ; for 
I know their sorrows. Ex. iii, 7. 

2. Now, therefore, behold, the cry of the children 
of Israel is come unto me ; and I have also seen the 
oppression wherewith the Ggyptianis oppress them. 
Bx. iii. 9. 



1. / have surely seen the affliction of my people. The 
people of God, at this time, were held in slavery by the 
Cgyptians ; and though the bondage which they were com- 
pelled to endure was certainly not so cruel and severe as 
that which nearly three millions of American citizens are 
now doomed to suffer ; yet the Infinite Beinff manifested 
the most feeling pity for their sorrows. And how can a 
beUever in the truth of the Bible suppose, for one moment, 
that this same unchangeaUe G»od is now an indifferent spec, 
tator, merely, to the accumulated wrongs which thousands 
of the poor slaves are forced to endure in this Christian 
land, — ^thousands who are his people, who love him, but who 
are not permitted to read his word, nor to #or8hip him ac 
cording to the dictates of their own consciences ? 

2. / have also seen the oppression. Oppression is the 
spoiling or taking another's goods, or. the fruit of his own 
labor, ^y constiaint, terror, or force ; and men commit this 
crime whenever they offer any violence to the persons, or 
estates, or consciences of others. If the Israelites were op- 
pressed by the Egjrptians, what may be said of millions of 
the human species in this land, who are every day robbed 
of the fruit of their own labor ? 
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3. And it came to peuss, in process of time, that 
the king of Eigypt died ; and the children of Israel 
sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried, 
and their cry came up unto God, by reason of the 
bondage. And God heard their groaning, and God 
remembered his covenant, and God looked upon the 
children of Israel, and God had respect unto them. 
Ex. ii, 23. ' 

4. Thus saith the Lord Grod of the Hebrews, 
let my people go, that they may serve me. Ex. ix. 1. 

5. Thus saith the Loed God of the ' Hebrews, 
How long wilt thou refuse to humble thyself before 
me ? let my people go that they may serve me. Ex, 
x, 3. 

6. And Pharaoh commanded, the same day, the 
task-masters of the people, and their officers, say- 
ing, Ye shall no more give the people straw to 
make brick, *as heretofore ; let them go and gather 
straw for themselves. And the tale of the bricks, 

3. And Ood heard their groaninga. And does he not now 
hear the groanings of the endaved ? Has he no req)ect 
unto the sighing of millions who now cry unto him by reai. 
son of their chains ? 

4. Let my people go. And now, if Grod uttered his testi- 
mony against the slavery which his people endured thousands 
of years ago, and if he commanded tiieir oppressors to let 
them go free, how can it be made to appear that he does not 
do this now ? 

5. And Pharaoh mmmanded the task-masters. The per- 
sons who were placed over the slaves in Egypt, were denom- 
inated " task-masters ;'* it was their office to appoint them 
their work, and exact its daily performance. In the Hebrew, 
they are called "princes of burdens,** and in the Septuaffint, 
" overseers of the works ;** in the dialect of this land, uiese 
officers are called "overseers,** "masters,** and "soul- 
drivers." 
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which they did make heretofore, ye shall lay upon 
them ; ye shall not diminish aught therec^ ; for they 
be idle ; therefore they cry, sa3ring. Let us go and 
sacrifice to our Grod. Ex. v, 6. 

7,, So the people were scattered abroad through- 
out all the land of Egjpt to gather their stubble in- 
stead of straw. And the task-masters hasted them, 
saying, Fulfill your works, your daily tasks, as 
when there was straw. Ex. v, 12. 

8. And the officers of the children of Israel, 
which Pharaoh's task-masters had set over them, 
were beaten, and demanded, Wherefore have ye 
not fulfilled your task in making brick, both yester- 
day and to-day, as heretofore ? Ex. v, 14. 

9. And the officers of the children of Israel did 
see that they were in evil case, after it was said. Ye 
shall not minish aught from your bricks of your 
daily task. And they met Moses and Aaron, who 

6. Ye shall not diminigh aught thereof. And how often 
Pharaoh has been denounced as a most unmerciful tjTBxit, for 
his having made this oppressive requisition ! And this, too, 
by thousands who seem never to have thought that similar 
exactions have been imposed upon the slaves of this land. 
Their ** masters** tell us the slaves must not, and caiMiot, 
and shall not be set free, till they are fit, or prepared to make 
a good use of their freedom ; and yet these verv "masters'* 
are constantly devising means to strengthen the chains by 
which the slaves have been, and still are degraded and made 
incapable, as they say, of taking care of themselves. Though 
these same slaves now support themselves and their ** mas- 
tern** besides, with their chains on, yet we are told that if 
their chains were to be taken off, they could not and would 
Dot even take care of themselves ! 

9. They were m enU ease- Sure enough they were. 
The slaves of this age cannot be set free, because, rorsooth, 
they are not properly instructed, as we all know the slave 
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Stood in the way, as they came forth from Pharaoh ; 
and they said unto them. The Lord look upon you, 
and judffe ; because ye have made our savour to be 
abhorred in' the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of 
his servants to put a sword in their hand to slay us. 
Ex. V, 19. 

laws declare, under the penalties of whippings fine, im^ 
prisonmentj and death, that the slaves must not, and 
shall not be instructed, lest they should be set free, or by 
this means obtain their liberty ! This is certainly an ** eml 



case/' 



Ye have made our savour to be abhorred in the eyes of 
Pharaoh, So it seems those Israelites did really find their 
bondage increased by the very eiForts which God and his 
servants were making to get them free. But Mdlses did not 
consider this a sufficient rea.8on why he should cease to plead 
for their freedom. And shall we, of the present age, forbear 
to preach the truth because some sinners will not repent ? 
Does it alter the course of our duty, when some " harden 
their hearts," and " wax worse and worse," after they " have 
received the holy commandment delivered unto them ?" 
If not, why then should we be so offen reproached with 
having retarded the abolition of slavery in tins land ? And 
this is the strongest, and, in fact, about the only objection 
which many senous and good people can bring against the 
Anti-Slavery movements of the present day. We try to do 
something, — they do nothing, except to denounce our means 
and measures, yet we retard the abolition of slavery ! The 
Lord be judge between us and them. 

There can be no doubt that the hearts of many " masters,*' 
in this nation, are now hardened in precisely the same way 
that Pharaoh's was ; and God has just as much agency in 
hardening their hearts now, as he ever had in hardening the 
heart of rharaoh. God sajB now, as he has long been doing 
to them, "Let these slaves go free!" and they hear thu 
voice of God in the dictates of reason and humanity, they 
hear it in the precepts df the Bible, and they acknowledge it 
in the great charter of our national existence; yet tiiey 
refuse to obey it, and in doing so they harden their hearts. 



i 



■■■ 



AGAINST SLAVERY. 18 

I 

10. And Moses returned unto the Lord, and said, 
LoRDy wherefore hast thou so evil-entreated this 
people ? Why is it that thou hast sent me ? For 
since I came to Pharaoh to speak in thy name, he 
hath done evil to this people : neither hast thou de- 
livered thy people at all. Ex. v, 22. 

11. And God spake unto Moses, and said unto 
him, I am the Lord : I have also heard the groan- 
ing of the children of Israel, whom the Egyptians 
keep in bondage ; and I have remembered my 
covenant. Wherefore say unto the children of 
Israel, I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from 
under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid 
you out of their bondage. Ex. vi, 2. 

12. And Moses spake so unto the children of 
Israel, but they hearkened not unto Moses for an- 
guish of spirit and for cruet bondage. Ex. vi, 9. 



CHAPTER III. 

The different kinds of servitude allowed among the 

Hebrews, 

I. If thou buy a Hebrew servant, six years he 
shall serve ; and in the seventh he shall go out free 
for nothing. Ex. xxi, 2. 

1. We are so much accustomed to think of a man's goimg 
to a slave market, and bu3ring servants for a third person, 
just as he would buy an ox or a horse, that we can hardly 
iin a.girtfi any other way in which a person shotdd obtain 
servants with money. But how was it in ancient times, 
when the Bible was written ? Let us look and see what was 

2 
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the usage, and who it was that sold, when they bought 
servants. 

There was Joseph, who bought the Egyptians for Pharaoh, 
not with money, but with com, and they became. Pharaoh's 
servants. Who sold in that case ? They sold themselves. 
See Gen. ch.47. So it is said to Ahab, "Thou hast sold 
thyself to work evil in the sight of the Lord." 1 Kings xzi, 
30. And in 2 Kings, xvii, l7, it is said the children of Is> 
rael " sold themselves to do evil in the sight of the liord.*' 
So the terms bought and sold are permanently applied to a 
mutual contract to do service for a compensation. Indeed, 
I may say, this is the general idea in the Scriptures. ** His 
servants ye are whom ye obey.** In examining the 
Scriptures it is necessary always to take care and not suffer 
modem practices to fix images in our minds to exclude the 
truth. 

I ask if there is anj^thing to show that Abraliam or any 
of* the patriarchs ever sold a slave ? Did they belong to his 
estate and descend to his heirs ? What became of them 
when Jacob went to Padan-Aram, and was a servant him. 
self for twenty years ? When he returned to Canaan, he had 
servants himself in large numbers. But we find after that, 
his sons keeping sheep. Then, after that, he went into 
^ff3T*' What became of all those servants ? They were 
hot sold. The tmth is, they were voluntary servants, the 
obligatiojn was at an end, and they remained in their own 
country. 

There is another fiict showing the nature of the service 
that existed in those early days. When the enemy came 
from Egypt, and took Lot and his neighbors, and all their 
substance, Abraham determined to pursue after them, and 
he took 318 of these servants, bom in his own house. Is 
there a slaveholder in the United States who would do this, 
would arm his slaves to pursue an enemy ? Put arms into 
the hands of involuntary servants, and you may well expect 
they will use them against their masters. Abraham*s ser. 
vants, therefore, were doubtless voluntary servants, serving 
him by a contract of their own, whether for wages, or for a 
living, or for protection. Abraham was then, what many 
an Arab chief is now, the head of a tribe. The children 
of Heth understood the institutions of their own time, and 
they tell us just how it was, when they say to Abraham, 
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** Hear us, my lord ; thou art a miffhty prince among us." 
GenoGns xxiii» 6. And as such, he had a large number of 
followers, who were dependent on him, obeyed him, labored 
for him, and were protected and supported by him. But it 
was only a voluntary service. The father of the faithful 
was not a slaveholder, nor was he a man who would go to 
the slave-markets, and human shambles, to make merchan. 
dize of the bodies and souls of men. 

It is commonly said by our learned men, who write on 
Biblical antiquities, just as it was said by the Popish 
writers from whom they borrrow their learning on this sub- 
ject, such as Calmet, Jahn, &c., that the law of Moses sane- 
tions slavery. And the reason which is given, is, that it is 
said he found slavery so deeply rooted among the Jews that 
he could not root it out, and therefore he let it remain, and 
contented himself with regulating it. Now, look at this 
doctrine. The Jews had been slaves themselves, for gene- 
rations, and were only just three months out of bondage, 
when the law of Moses was given. Is it credible that 
they could in that time have become such an incorrigible 
set of slaveholders, that Moses, though clothed with divine 
authority, was not able to manage them ? 

Let us now look at the law itself, in reference to tHie coun- 
tenance it is supposed to give to modem slavery. It is said 
by the writers, that the Jews had slaves lawflilly in several 
different ways. One was by captivity, as where they spared 
the lives of the Canaanites who were doomed to death, and 
these they might hold as slaves. But there is no truth in 
this. They had an express law respecting the Canaanites. 
It is given in Deut. xx, 16 — 18. *« But of the cities of these 
people, which the Lord thy God giveth thee for an inheri- 
tance, thou shalt save alive nothing that breatheth ; but 
thou shalt utterly destroy them, as the Lord thy God hath 
commanded thee, that they teach you not to do after their 
abominations," &.c. This leaves none to be taken prisoners, 
without a direct violation of the commandment. WJiere 
then is there room for slavery? There is none. The 
Jews were never allowed, in any circumstances, to make 
slaves of the Canaanites. 

In regard to the surrounding idolatrous nations, without 
the limits of the devoted Canaanites, the law is different. 
We have it in a preceding verse of the same chapter: 
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** When thou comest nigh unto a city to fight against it, then 
proclaim peace unto it." And if they would not accept the 
offer of peace, then they were to make war, and hesiege, and 
take it. And then they were to smite every male. There 
could he no male prisoners of war to be made slaves. But 
the females and the little ones were to be taken. What for ? 
For slaves ? That is not in the text. They were to be taken 
as a part of the spoil. The text does not direct what shall be 
done with them. It only says, " Thou shalt eat the spoil.** 
No one would argue fVom this that the Jews were com- 
manded to eat their prisoners. But there is a great deal 
more authority for that in the passage, than there id for en. 
slaving them. What then were they to do with the women 
and children ? I answer, They were to take them home and 
treat them kindly. And especially, they were not to be op. 
pressed. The law is very full on this point, in Exodus xxii» 
22. " Ye shall not afflict any widow or Mherless child." 
You see all these women and children would be widows or 
orphans, and therefore not to be oppressed. And if they 
should oppress such, God said he would hear their cnr, and 
would visit the oppressor with judgments. Does this look 
like a permission to make slaves of them ? I wii^ every 
slaveholder, and every apologist for slavery, would read the 
law on this point, in the following verses: "If thou afflict 
them in anywise, and they cry at all unto me, I will surely 
hear their cry, and my wrath shall wax hot, and I will kill 
you with the sword ; and your wives shall he widows, and 
your children fatJierless.^* That is the provision which the 
law of Moses made for the security of these widowed and or- 
phan captives against oppression. And then they were to 
be incorporated with the people of Israel, and every third 
year a tenth part of the produce of the fields was to be set 
apart for the very purpose of maintaining persons in this 
situation — ^for the poor, the widow, and the fatherless. 

God often reminds his people not to oppress strangers, be- 
cause theyliad been stranger?; and he says to them, "Ye 
know the heart of a stranger.** Did he at the same time 
authorize them to seize upon strangers, and claim thorn as 
property, and reduce them to the condition of a mere append, 
age, a chattel, a thing ? He says, " Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself.** Any specific action that is contrary 
to that, is against the law of God. 
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We have further evidence that God did not intend to 
sanction slavery. It was a standing law, that ** He that 
stealeth a man and selleth him, or if he be found in his hand» 
he shall surely be put to death.** Another standing law of 
Israel was this : *' Thou shalt not deliver to his master the 
servant which is escaped from his master unto thee : he 
shall dwell with thee, even among you, in that place which 
he shall choose in one of thy gates ; thou shalt not oppress 
him.** Deut. xxiii, 14 — 15. Take these two laws togetheri 
and it is impossible that slavery, or involuntary servitude 
should exist. It is not to be understood as applicable to men 
who have received the pay for their labor, and then refuse 
to complete their own contract, but of men who are held to 
involuntary servitude, that is to slaves from among the hea- 
then, where slaveiy was a common thing ; for, by the suppo. 
sition, there were and could be none among the Israelites. 
There the law was, that if a dave escaped from bondage, 
and fled to the land of Israel, the whole nation should rise 
up and protect him. So sacredly does the law of God regard 
human liberty. 

On th<3 other side, we often hear it granted, that the Jews 
were not allowed to enslave their brethren, nor to steal slaves 
from the heathen. But it is said, they might go to the slave 
markets in the surrounding heathen nations^ and buy slaves, 
and hold them forever. But I find it difficult to see how this 
can be done at any rate, without robbery. Suppose a man 
goes to the slave-market, and buys a slave— can he buy any 
better title than the seller sells ? The transfer is in fact only 
exchanging the robbery, and putting the stolen property 
into other hands. Would God sanction such a practice 7 
See how it is spoken of incidentally in other cases. 

There is the case of Joseph, who was sold to the Ishmael- 
ites. That was as fair a slave deal as ever I heard of. But 
what does Joseph say of it ? " For indeed,** says he, ** I was 
stolen away out of the land of the Hebrews,** Gen, xl, 15. 
Those Arabs stole him, although they bought him, and paid 
their money for him. This settles the question, that bujring 
a man and pa3ring money for him is man-stealing, according 
to Scripture language. 

Again, it is said that debtors, whb could not pay their 
debts, might lawfldly be reduced to slavery, and sold for 
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pa3aueQt. This is laid down as law in almost every mod- 
em commentaiy on the laws of Moses. Now, look at it. 
Here is* a man who has been unfortunate, and is not able to 
pay a debt which he has contracted, and it is said that the 
Jaw enacted by the Almighty allows him to be sold into 
perpetual fdavery, extending to his children and his poster, 
ity forever. If God has sanctioned this, I will yield the 
point ; but let us look at the proof, and see if he really has 
lent his sanction to such a method of procedure. What is 
the spirit of the Levitical law in regard to debts ? Read 
Deut. XV, 1 — 10. 

Does that look like selling poor debtors into slavery? 
Our hearts are so calculating and avuricious now, that we 
cannot receive such a law in its simple and obvious Clean- 
ing. We can hardly conceive of society organized on such 
a principle, as that no debt should be bin£ng over seven 
years. Such a society would be almost like Heaven. Every 
kind disposition, every generous feeling is encouraged, and 
no sanction or authority given to any harshness or severity 
towards unfortunate debtors. That law places th^. poor un. 
der the special protection of Heaven, and leaves them nc 
longer subject to the gripe of the unmerciftd. No Vondei 
David loved the law of God. How his mind gloWa and 
burns as he contemplates that law. It was sweeter to him 
than honey, or the honey-comb. 

But was there no servitude among the Jews ? Yes, doubt 
less there was. The relation of servant is as necessary tc 
the happiness and comfort of society as any other relation, 
The chapter before us, Deut. xv, assures us that " the poo] 
shall never cease out of the land.*' And the poor have 
need of the rich, as well as the rich need of the poor. 
There is a mutual dependence, and mutual obligation. Bui 
their natursj rights are the same, and both are recognized 
and establi^ed and secured by the laws of Moses. 

But it is said that some are bom slaves. So it is said is 
the schools ; so it is said in the commentaries ; so it is cxten< 
sively believed and practised ; that if a parent is a slave, 
that alone condemns the child to slavery. But how say the 
Scriptures ? " They shall say no more, The fathers have 
eaten sourgrapes, and the children's teeth are set pn edge." 
Jer. xxxi, 29. Here it is laid down as a maxim of the divine 
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2. And if a man sell his daughter to be a maid- 
servsuit, she shall not go out as the men-servants do. 
If she please not her master who hath betrothed 
her to himself, then shall he let her be redeemed ; 
to sell her unto a strange nation he shall have no 

law that children shall not suffer the penalty of their father's 
sins hut that ** every one shall die for his own iniquity." And 
therefore it is not reasonahle to suppose that God would 
sanction the practice of enslaving children on account of 
either the conduct or the condition of their parents. 

But if we look Airther into the Scripture usages, we shall 
find that a home-bom servant, ^stead of being enslaved, 
was considered entitled to peculiar privileges. David alludes 
to this relation, and claims or asks for the benefit of it, in 
Psalm 116, where he exclaims, " I am thy servant, and the 
son of thy handmaid, thou hast loosed my bonds." Jere- 
miah alludes to it, " Is Israel a servant 7 Is he a home-bom 
»lave ? Why is he spoiled ?*» Jer. ii, 14. There, if you will 
look in your Bibles, you will see that the word slave is in 
Italics, because there is no word for it in Hebrew, but the 
translators put it in to fill up the sense, as they thought, but 
it is plain, from what follows, that they erred. The inquiry 
is this, ** Is Israel a servant, yea, a home-horn^ i. e. a privi- 
leged one ? Why is he spoiled ?*» The prophet wonders to 
see him despoiled of the rights and privileges which belong, 
ed to him. The truth is, that a home-bom servant, so &r 
from being a slave, had advantages secured to him which a 
hired servant was not entitled to. — [Rev. James H, Dickey, "X 

2, If a man sell his daughter. ** This the Jews allowed 
no man to do,** says Dr. A. Clarke on "this place, *' but in 
extreme distress, when he had no goods, either moveable or 
immoveable, left, even to the clothes on his back ; and he 
had this permission only while she was unmarriageable. It 
may appear at first view strange, that such a law should be 
given ; but let it be remembered, that this servitude could 
extend, at the utmost, only to six years ; and that it was 
nearly the same as in some cases of apprenticeship among 
us; where the parents hind the child »r seven years, and 
have from his master so much for work during that time.** 
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power, seeing he hath dealt deceitfully with her. 
And if he have betrothed her unto his son, he shall 
deal with her after the manner of daughters. If 
he take him another wife, her food, her raiment, and 
her duty of marriage shall he not diminish. And 
if he do not these three unto her, then shall she go 
out free without money, Ex. xxi, 7. 

3. If a thief be found breaking up — he should 
make full restitution ; if he have nothing, then he 
shall be sold for his theft. Ex. xxii, 2. 

4. And if a man smite his servant or his maid, 
with a rod, and he die under his hand ; he shall be 
surely punished. Notwithstanding, if he continue 
a day or to, he shall not be punished, for he is his 
money. Ex. xxi, 20. 

3. He shall be sold for his theft. And how many slave 
masters in this nation would now have to be sold them- 
selves into slavery, were they to be judged by this law ! 

4. He shall be surely punished, J^d here is another 
feature of the Mosaic law, in relation to servants, which 
shows how unjust and cruel that system of slavery is, which 
prevails in tins land. Among the Jews, if a servant was 
Killed by the cruel treatment of his master, that master was 
punished with death. See Gren. ix, 5— WAo«o sheddeth man^s 
bloody by man shall his blood be shed. But not so now 
among us ; in the United States, scores and hundreds of 
slaves have been killed by the treatment of their "masters" 
and " drivers," and not a single instance was ever known 
here of a white man being hung for the murder of a slave ! 
And yet these very persons refer us to this passage of Scrip- 
ture, as a justification of slave-holding, because it is added, 
notwithstanding i if lie remain a day or two, he shall not 
be punished, for he is his money. That is, if the servant 
survive a day or two after he had been deservedly beaten 
by his master, and then died, it might be presumed in that 
case that he died from some other cause, and consequently 
the only punishment which the master should mmer was 
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* 

5. And he that stealeth a msui and selleth him, 
or if he be found in his hand, he shall surely be put 
to death. Ex. xxi, 16. 

6. Thou shalt neither vex a stranger, nor oppress 
him ; for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt. 
Ye shall not afflict any widow or fatherless child. 
If thou afflict them in anywise, and they cry at all 
unto me, I will surely hear their cry, and my wrath 

the loss of the servant's time, for the servant was to him, 
for the time being, instead of money. This passage is far 
from asserting that the. servant was his master's jMroperty, 
in the same sense in which slaves are supposed to be the 
master's property by the enslavers of tins comitry; the 
sense of it is, simply, the servant is to his master instead of 
money ; he represents, for the time being, his master's 
money. 

5. He shall surely be put to death* And would Ameri- 
can Christian enslavers be willing to be judged by this law ? 
And is there one solitary slave-holder in this nation, who, 
according to this precept, is not either a man-thief, or a re- 
ceiver of those who have been stolen ? It does not and can- 
not alter the case, as to the manner in which one has come 
into the possession of those human beings whom he claims 
as his property : if they are found in his hand, this law says 
he should be put to death. 

6. / will surely hear their cry. The people of this land 
once felt themselves oppressed by the government of Great 
Britain. At that time they were comparatively poor and 
defenceless ; but they cried unto the Lord and entreated 
Him to undertake for them ; and now the most sceptical 
acknowledge that God did hear their cries, and that He did 
undertake for them a^inst those who oppressed them. And 
now, who can read these words, and think of the millions 
of poor slaves who are so cruelly oppressed by this nation, 
and not tremble in view of the danger to which it must, 
according to the principles of God's government, be expos- 
ed ! Are there no orphan children, no afflicted widows, 
among our millions of slaves, whose cries God, in justice. 
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shall wax hot, and I will kill you with the sword ; 
and your wives shall be widows, and your children 
fatherless. Ex. xxii, 21. 

7. Ye shall not steal, neither deal falsely, neither 
lie one to another. Lev. xix, 11. 

may yet hear ? And was it in answer to the cries of such, 
and in fulfillment of the threatening here denounced,^ that 
he permitted the dreadful scenes which occurred at South- 
ampton, in Virginia, a few years ago ? 

7. Neither deal falsely, neither lie one to another. The 
following fact may be given for thousands of the kind* 
which are constantly occurring among the enslavers of the 
human species ; it is from the Hudson (Ohio) Observer ; 
and it is said to have taken place not long since. . **Mr. R., 
a public officer, boarding at the same place with myself is 
a slave-holder, and a strong advocate for slavery. He came 
home a few days since and related the following circum- 
stances. 

" The Rev. Mr. B. is the owner of several slaves, one of 
which has a wife that belongs to another man in the city. 
The slave had been guil^ of some crime and was confined 
in jail ; and theS Rev. iv6. B. came to me, not more than 
half an hour after preaching a funeral sermon, and offered 

to sell him to me. I went to the jail with Mr ., * 

noted slave-trader, to see the slave, and then returned and 
closed the bargain with the Rev. Mr. B., his master. ♦ Now,' 
said Mr. B., * do not tell the slave you have bought him, but 
that I have let him out to you.* No, said I, I shall tell him 
no lies. We then went again to the jail, and Rev. Mr. B. 
said to the negro, * Robert, I have hired you out to this man 
for a time, you must go with him.* 

" But Robert, suspecting the horrid truth from his having 
been just before examined by the slave-dealer, looked up to 
Mr. 6. and said, ' No, you have sold me to go down the 
river. Now, Mr. B.,' he continued, * you profess to be a 
Christian and a preacher of the gospel, but how do you 
expect to get to Heaven, when you will sell me from my 
wife to be sent down the river f" Here, this preaching 
slave-holder and slave-dealer tells a lie himself, and attempts 
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8. Thou shalt not defraud thy neighbor, neither 
rob him ; the wages of him that is ' hired shall not 
abide with thee all night until the morning. Lev. 
xiXf 13. 

9. Thou shalt not curse the deaf, nor put a stum- 
bling block before the blind, but shalt fear thy God. 
Lev. xix, 14. 

10. Thou shalt not avenge nor bear any grudge 
against the children of thy people, but thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself; I am the Lord. Lev. 
xix, 18. 

11. And if thy brother be waxen poor, and fallen 
in decay with thee, then thou shalt relieve him ; yea, 

also to induce his neighbor to tell another, and all this in 
addition toF his crime of having sold for money the image of 
the infinite God, and parted forever a husband from his wife ! 

8. The wages of him that is hired. It was a sin against 
God for one under the Mosaic economy to retain the wages 
of a hired servant for the space of one night only, how 
much more ffuilty must one be now, under the gospel dis. 
pensatiop, who compels a man to work during his whole 
life time, and pays lum nothing for hire ? 

9. A stumbling-block before the blind. And is it no crime 
m the sight of a holy Grod, to make millions of human be. 
ings BLIND, as the slaves in this country are made, by the 
unjust and oppressive laws which forbid their instruction, 
even in a Sabbath school ? 

10. Love thy neighbor as thyself. Do those who via. 
Untly toithhofd their neighbors' liberty from them, love 
their neighbor as themselves? And how near do those 
come to the fulfilling of this command, who sell huubandft 
and part them forever from their wives ? who sell children 
and part them forever from their parents ? Do those love 
their neighbors as themselves, who take the avails of their 
labor wimout paying them for it ? 

11. Thou shalt relieve him. No class of men in the 
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though he be a stranger, or a sojourner ; that he 
may live with thee. Lev. xxv, 35. 

12. And if thy brother that dwelleth by thee be 
waxen poor, and be sold unto thee, thou shalt not 
compel him to serve as a bond-servant. But as a 
hired servant, and as a sojourner, he shall be ^ith 
thee, and shall serve thee unto the year of jubilee ; 
and then shall he depart from thee,^ — ^for they are 
my servants — ^they shall not be sold as bond-men. 
Thou shalt not rule over him with rigor, but shalt 
fear thy God. Lev. xxv, 39. 

13. Both thy bond-men and thy bond-maids 
which thou shalt have, shall be of the heathen that 
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known world suffer a greater amount of evils than the 
slaves of this country; out from what part of these evils 
the slaveholders or their apologists are now endeavoring to 
relieve them, it is not very easy to determine. See chapters 
one and six. 

12. Thou shalt not compel him to serve as a bond-set' 
vant. No Hebrew could be compelled to serve his master 
more than six years ; but a bond-servant, that is, one who 
was not an Hebrew, might be compelled to serve till the 
year of jubilee. A Hebrew might be retained in servitude 
till the year of jubilee, if it was his own choice, not other- 
wise. See Ex. xxi, 5—6. Nor, indeed, could a Hebrew, 
nor any stranger, be retained in servitude any time after he 
was abused and treated with unjustifiable severity by his 
master. See Ex. xxi, S6 — 27, Are all slaves in this land 
set free as soon as they are maimed by their masters or 
drivers ? 

Every seventh day among the Jews was a Sabbathj or 
day of rest ; every seventh year was also a Sabbath year, 
during which the land and the people rested, and all He- 
brew servants were at liberty to go free from their masters. 
And then every fiftieth year was termed a jubilee, beyond 
which time no servant could be held to the service of his 
master. See Chap, iv, 11. 
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are round about you ; of them shall ye buy bond, 
men and bond-maids. Lev. xxy, 44. 

13. Of them akaU ye buy bond-men and bond-maids, 
the word used here by our translators bondmen, but in 
the original Hebrew it is the same that is commonly trans, 
lated aervanU, and it is not easy to see why the translators 
changed the word. As it is, this is the great proof-text of 
the e&Te.holder» to which he always retreats as his final 
strong hold. It would not answer his purpose half so well 
if it had been translated servants, as it is in other places. 
But let ui examino it a little. This text is said to autho. 
rise both buying slaves as merchandize, and holding men 
in perpetual, aiul hereditary slavery. But in the first place, 
it nowhere authorizes the enslaving of children bom of these 
bondmen. It is one mistake of the slave-holder, in sup. 
posing that the Israelites were allowed to hold such children 
in slavery. On the contrary, they were required by the 
Abrahamic covenant to be circumcised the eighth day, and 
thus enrolled among Grod's visible people. It is another 
mistake in supposing that these bondmen were purchased 
in a slave-market as slaves are purchased in this country. 
The laws that prohibited man.stealing, and the delivering 
up of fugitive servants are totally inconsistent with the idea 
that there oould be slave-markets in the nation of Israel. 
And as to the supposition that they were permitted to go 
out as soul drivers, on a voyage of speculation, into the sur. 
rounding heathen nations, to buy up slaves, is too forbid- 
ding to be believed without evidence. How then were they 
to acquire these bondmen ? If we observe the language of 
scripture carefully, it will set us right on this point. Read 
two or three of the succeeding verses : 

" And if a sojourner or a stranger wax rich by thee, and 
thy brother that dwelleth by him wax poor, and sell himself 
unto the stranger or sojourner by thee, or to the stock of the 
stranger's family : after that he is sold he may be redeemed 
again ; one of his brethren may redeem him." 

Here you see how they became bondmen. The^ sold 
themselves ; that is, they made a contract of service, it may 
be for a term of jrears, or for life, or indefinitely, but it was 
a contract of their own. And if it was indefinite, or 

3 
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14. And if ye go to war in your land againsi 
the enemy that oppresseth you, then ye shall blow 
an alarm with the trumpets ; and ye shall be re- 
membered before the Lord your God, and ye shal 
De saved from your enemies. Num. x, 9. 

15. Thou shalt not steal, neither shalt thou desire 

I 

1' ~: 

whatever it mignt be, the year of jubilee put an end to it, 
and proclaimed liberty to all. 

It is understood by some that the word foreoer, in the for. 
ty-sizth verse, refers not to the duration of the servitude a1 
all, (though if it did, the jubilee would terminate it) but tc 
the duration of the law ; and then the meaning would be, 
that you shall forever obtain your bondmen from the sur- 
rounding nations. — [Rev. James H, Dickey.'] 

And it should always be borne in mind, in the examina- 
tion of this subject, that, though the ancient Hebrews were 
permitted to buy servants and keep them for a limited time, 
vet they were never authorized to steal them, or to buy oi 
keep those who had been stolen^ and not only so, but those 
who were bought sold themselves^ as may be seen by con- 
sulting the forty-seventh verse of this chapter, and also 1 
Kings xzi, 20 ; 2 Kings zvii, 17; and Gen. zlvii, 24. 

14. Ye shall he remembered. Here Grod promised the 
Jews success, when they went to war against those thai 
oppressed them ; would not the same principles of his gov 

' emment lead him to favor the oppressed in tiiis land, in ar 

attempt to gain their freedom ? At the same tunc, nc 
Christian, who is opposed to slavery, would, or could fbi 

j one moment, either propose or encourage such an attempt, 

■ otherwise than in the use of moral means. The true friende 

of the enslaved in this land, do not believe it would be righl 
for the oppressed to use any violence, (not even the whipi 

i with which their own backs have been so often lacerated) 

for the purpose of obtaining their rights. Yet, should the 
slaves ever attempt this by any means, sajm the immortal 

j Jefferson, " The Almighty has no attribute which could take 

I sides with us in such a contest." 

;. ! 15. Thou shalt not steal. This commandment would cer. 

tainly have prevented all slave-holding among the Jews, had 
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thy neighbor's wife, neither shalt thou covet thy 
neighbor's house, bis field, or his man-servant, or 



it not been for the express permission of God ; just the aatne 
as the command which says, Thou ghdlt not kiUf would have 
prevented the nearest of Ion, among the Jews, from killing 
the murderer of his friend, without a process at law, if God 
had not nven them his permission to do this. 

Now, here is a pian who holds in his possession the liberty 
of one of his species ; it is the liberty of a slave, who was 
bom in his own house ; this slave never gave this master his 
liberty, he never sold it to him, nor has he ever forfeited it by 
crime, but yet the master has got it in his possession, and he 
holds it fast How came this master by me liberty of this 
man ? He never bought it of the slave, and the slave could 
not have sold it, if he would ; nor has ho bought it of a third 
person, for it never was possessed by a third person. 
How came he by it, if he did not steal it ? We know, 
indeed, it may be said, that the laws gave the master a 
title to this man's liberty ; but who made those laws 7 Why, 
slave-holders, to be sure ! And where did slave-holders ob. 
tain their autiiority to make laws, which contravene the law 
of the infinite Grod, which says, Thou shalt not Heal 7 The 
truth is, they have no such authority, they never had, and 
they never can have ; and hence every man who holds the 
person of a human being as his property, does so in viola- 
tion of the eighth commandment, which says. Thou ghalt 
not steal ! 

But suppose again, that the liberty of this slave is sold to 
a third person ; is the man's title to the liberty of this enslaved 
human being any better than his who sells it 7 Does not the 
purchaser know, as every man in this nation knows, that this 
man has been robbed of his liberty, — that he never has been, 
and that he never can be paid an equivalent for it 7 And yet, 
he buys and holds in his possession that which he knows has 
been 'stolen, and to which he cannot have, in the nature of 
things, any just title ! Now let the reader suppose a case, if 
he can, of one slave in this land whose liberty has not been 
stolen, and which is not now withheld by an act of fraud 
and theft, similar to that stated above. 
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his maid-servant, his ox, or his ass, or anything that 
is thy neighbor's. Deut. v, 19 — 21. 

16. For the Lord your God is God of gods, and 
Lord of lords, a great God, a mighty, and a terri- 
ble, which regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward. 
He doth execute the judgment of the fatherless and 
widow, and loveth the stranger, in giving him food 
and raiment ; love ye, therefore, the stranger ; for 
ye were strangers in the land of Egypt. Deut. x, 17. 

17. If there be among you a poor man of one of 
thy brethren within any of thy gates, in thy land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not 
harden thine heart, nor shut thine hand from thy 
poor brother ; but thou shalt open thine hand wide 
unto him, and shait sOrely lend him sufficient for his 
need in that which ho wanteth. Deut. xv, 7. 

18. Beware that there be not a thought in thy 
wicked heart, saying. The seventh year, the year of 
release, is at hand ; and thine eye be evil against thy 
poor brother, and thou givest him nought ; and he 
cry unto the Lord against thee, and it be sin unto 
thee. Deut. xv, 9. 

Neither shalt thou covet anything that is thy neighbor's* 
And how can one withhold from his neighbor, his personal 
LIBERTY, his wife, his children, and keep hack the fruit of 
his labor, and not break this command of God ? And yet, I 
once heard this very precept quoted in the Theological Semi- 
nary at Andover, to prove that slavery must continue to ex- 
ist to the end of time, or this commandment, it was suppos. 
cd, could not be fulfilled ! So persecution must continue to 
the end of the world, or Christians cannot have the privilege 
of praying for their persecutors ! And human intelligencies 
must always continue in a course of sin, or the Deity will 
not have the glory of forgiving them ! 

18. And it be sin unto thee. And think you not, reader, 
that there are a few Christian enslavers in this land who- heed 
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19. Thou shalt surely give him, and thine heart 
shall not be grieved when thou givest unto him ; be- 
cause that for this thing the Lord thy (rod shall 
bless thee in all thy works, and in all that thou put- 
test thine hand unto. Deut. xv, 10. 

20. For the poor shall never cease out of the 
land ; therefore I command thee, saying. Thou shalt 
open thine hand wide unto thy brother, to thy poor 
and to thy needy in thy land. Deut. xv, 1 1 . 

21. And if thy brother, an Hebrew man, or an 
Hebrew woman, be sold unto thee, and serve thee 
six years, then in the seventh year thou shalt let him 
go free from thee. And when thou sendest him out 
free from thee, thou shalt not let him go away- empty. 
Deut. XV, 12. 

to have ' these and the foregoing cautions repeated in tlicir 
hearing ? Mark how strictly the Jews were commanded to 
remember and pity the poor ^ the fatherlessy and widows f and 
give them sufficient for their need, in that which they might 
want for their souls and their bodies. And is the great God 
less merciful, less just, less jealous now, for the welfare of 
the poor slave ? 

19. Thou shdt surely give him^-^and thy heart shall not 
be grieved when thou givest unto him. We not unfrequently 
hearx>f the liberal gifts which many enslavers bestow for 
the advancement of some particular objects ; but how sel- 
dom does ever one slave have his liberty restored to him, and 
how seldom do any of them receive anything like a just 
equivalent for their toils and labors ! If we request thoso 
^o have grown rich and fed upon the slave's unrequited 
labor ever since they were born, to restore to the injured slave 
his rights, without even making any gift to him at all, their 
hearts are " grieved " at once, and we are told that wo aro 
only rendering the slave's condition worse than it was be- 
fore, by making such a request ! 

31. Thou shalt not let him go away empty. This was a 
matter of justice. From this and the following passages, ii 

3* 
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appears that in six years a servant among the Hebrews 
brought a sufficient profit to his master to pay him double for 
his freedom, and to furnish himself with grain and stock to 
begin to labor for his own support. How will the conduct 
of the slave-masters in this land, who refuse ever to let their 
servants go free at all, and who perpetually withhold from 
them all remuneration for their labors, compare with this 
law? 

*' Here we see that a poor man might be brought into 
such a state of embarrassment that he could not pay his 
debts, and he was allowed to sell himself for six years. It 
is not said that the creditor had authority to sell him. 
But it was a mutual contract, by which the debtor bound 
himself. And so careful is this precious law of God of 
human liberty, that it would not allow a man to bind or 
sell himself for more than six years. And when the 
term of service was out they were not to be sent oat 
empty, as if their liberty was grudged. And if a man 
liked to remain in his place, he could be bound to serve 
for a longer term ; in which case he was to be taken be. 
fore a magistrate, to see that no undue advantage was taken, 
and then have his ear bored, as a token that he was a servant 
* forever.' But this does not mean perpetual slavery. The 
word translated /orever means throughout the term ; that is, 
whatever may be the subject of discourse, the word means, 
throughout its continuance. In this case there was a uni- 
versal rule that no se^rvitude could lawfully continue be- 
yond tlie year of jubilee. The man that had his ear bored 
was, therefore bound to remain in his place till the jubilee, 
when liberty was proclaimed to all without exception. 

" In order to understand the subject, it is necessary to con- 
sider the very peculiar structure of society in the Hebrew 
commonwealth. The land was all in the hands of a few 
persons, each one of whom was the head of his family or clan. 
When he died, his eldest son inherited all the real estate. 
The younger sons, and the descendants of younger sons, not 
having land, were obliged to seek such employment as the 
various departments of society require. This elder son was 
the person to whom the right of redemption belonged, the 
^oc?, kinsman, or redeemer. He was also the head of the 
family and all his brethren being employed under him, were 
his servants. These common people were provided for by 
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22. Thou skait furaish him liberally out of thy 
flock, and out of thy floor, and out of thy wine- 
press ; of that wherewith tlie Lmld thy God hath 
blessed thee thou shalt give unto him. Eieut. xv. 14. 

23. It shall not seem hard unto thee, when thou 
sendest him away free from thee ; for he hath been 
worth a double hired servant to thee, in serving thee 
six years ; and the Lord thy God shall bless thee in 
all that thou doest. Deut. xv, 18. 

24. Thou shalt not deliver unto his master the 

servant which is escaped from his master unto thee ; 

■ ' ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ' ■ >i— — » 

the sabbatical yeart when they ali became froe. But for 
the land-holder himself^ if he was reduced to ^the necessity 
of alienating his land, and for the strangers or foreigners 
who were Ix^nnd to service, the ji:A>ilee was provided. If 
the landholder was poor, and obliged to sell his land, he had 
a right to redeem it. But at any rate, in the fiftieth year it 
would revert to the family, of course. If he had become so 
dependent as to be obliged himself to become a servant, he 
was not to be treated as a common laborer, but with res- 
pect, because he was a type of the Messiah, or glorious elder 
Brother. This was the distinction between the common Is- 
raelites and the landholders who became poor, and were em. 
ployed as servants. 

" There was another class of servants among the Israel- 
ites ; that is, the heathen. 9tranger9 as they were called, who 
came into the nation for emplojrment. A^d the law encour. 
aged their coming in. They never could be landholders, 
but they might be employed, and they enjoyed not only pro- 
tection, but the advantages of 6od*8 house, religious .instruc. 
tion, &c. Under this idea it is that Isaiah says, in reference 
to a period of great prosperity, * Strangers shall stand and 
feed your flocks, and the sons of the alien shall be your 
ploughmen and your vine dressers.* — Isaiah Ixi, 5.** — [Ren. 
Jame8 H. Dickey.] 

24. Thou shalt not deliver unto his master^ ^. This 
is supposed to refer to the case of a servant wlio had fled 
from an idolatrous master, and gone over to the children of 
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be shall dwell with thee, even among you. ii 
place which he shall choose, in one of thy { 
where it liketh him beat ; thou shalt not opprest 
Deut. zxiii, 15. 

25. If a man be found stealing any of his brE 
of the children of Israel, and malceth merchf 
of him, or selletti him ; then that thief shall 
and thou shalt put evil away frqpi among you. 
zxiv, 7. 

86. Thou shalt not oppress an hired servan 
is poor and needy, whether he be-of thy bre 
or of thy strangers that are in thy land with 
gates ; at his day thou shalt give him his 
neither shall the sun go down upon it ; for 
poor, and setteth hie heart upon it ; lest h 
against thee unto the Losn, and it be sin unto 
Deut xxiv, 14. 

27. Thou shalt not pervert the judgment > 
stranger, nor of the &tberle3s, nor take the wi 



Israel i if so, admitting the justice of the present eji 
Blftverj, would there not he precisely na much propi 
applying this passage to the casBS of those slaves wh 
run awaj ftom their wicked and cruel mutera, as t 
ID quoting otber passagea of Scripture la justify this 
of alaven? 

35. That thief thall die. Man; thousands of the 
of colorwho are legally free in this land, hare twen 
kidnapped, and sold into interminable and hopelesi 
age; and there is abnndance of evidence which i 
i^ied on to prove that acoreB of such are stolen ai 
into slavery in thia country every Tear, besides t 
hundred, or more, who are seized and made slaves ol 
day, as soon as they are bom. How will this law a 
these facts ? 
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raiment to pledge ; but thou shalt remember, that 
thou wast a bond-man in Egypt, and the Lord ihj 
God redeemed thee thence ; therefore I command 
thee to do this thing. Deut. xxiv, 17. 

27. Thou ahalt remember that thou wast a bond-man in 
Egypt, And how can Americans forget the bondage which 
they once suffered, and from which they fought and bled to 
bo free? Well has Jefferson exclaimed, — "What an in- 
comprehensible machine is man ! who can endure toil, fa- 
mine, stripes, imprisonment, and death itself, in vindication 
of his own liberty, and the next moment be deaf to all 
those motives whose power supported him through his trial, 
and inflict on his fellow men a bondage, one hour of which 
is fraught with more misery, than ages of that which he 
rose in rebellion to oppose.*' ', 

** But," adds this truly great man, *' We must wait with 
patience the workings of an overruling Providence, and hope 
that that is preparing the deliverance of these our suffering 
brethren. When the measure of their tears shall bo tim, 
when their sroans shall have involved Heaven itself in dark- 
ness — doubtless a God of justice will awaken to their dis- 
tress, and by diffusing light and liberality among their op- 
pressorSf or at length by his exterminating thunder, mani- 
fest his attention to the things of this wond, and that they 
are not left to the guidance of a blind fatality." 

Upon a careful examination of the foregoing scriptures, 
we come to the following conclusions in rc^ct to the ser- 
vitude allowed among the Jews, and its difference from 
American slavery : 

1. The Hebrews held some in servitude for a limited pe- 
riod, by the special permission and direction of God ; and 
this permission was given on the very same ground that a 
Hebrew was permitted to kill a man who had murdered his 
friend, (Num. xxxv, 19,) and he might do this Without the 
process of a trial. And upon the same ground, the Jews 
were permitted to commence and carry on exterminating 
wars against the idolatrous nations around them. Hence 
^wc suppose tliat it is as really wrong for any man in this 
ago of the world, to take away the liberty of his innocent 
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neighbor, or to hold it from him in any way, without an ex- 
press permission from Grod, as it w6uld be for one to kill the 
murderer of his friend now, without the forms of law. 

2. Two-thirds of all the servants in Israel were free at 
the end of six years ; and the fiftieth jezx all were set free. 
There was no such thing as hereditary servitude among the 
Jews. 

But American slaveir is perpetual, to the very last mo- 
ment of the slave's earthly existence, and by law it is en- 
tailed upon all of his descendants to the latest posterity. 

3. Jewish servitude was voluntary, except in those cases 
where it was the penalty annexed to crime. 

But American slavery is involuntary. No one who is 
now a slave in this land, was ever consulted, before his 
liberty was taken away, whether he would be a slave or 
not ; and if he had been, he could not have given his mas- 
ter a just and proper title to hl^ body as his property. 

4. Under the Mosaic econofny, servants might contend 
with their masters about their rights ; and to despise the 
cause of such was considered a heinous crime. (See Job. 
xxxi, 13.) 

But hero, in this land of Christians, slaves can make no 
contracts of any kind ; they can have no legal right to any 
propertv ; all they have and are, belongs to Uieir masters. 

5. The laws of Moses granted freedom to a servant who 
had been cruelly treated. (See Ex. xxii, 26 — 27.) 

But our Christmn laws allow the master to punish his 
slave, as much as he desires, and afibrd the slave no redress ; 
nay, if the slave makes any resistance, the laws expressly 
justify the master in putting him to death. In Kentucky, 
" any negro, mulatto, or Indian, bond or free," who " shall 
at any time" even " lift his hand in opposition to any tohite 
person^ shall receive thirty lashes on his or her bare back, 
WELL LAID ON, by ordcr of the Justice." 

6. Servants were carefully protected among the Jews, m 
their demestic relations *, so that husbands and wives, pa- 
rents and their children must not be separated. And in 
case the mother did not get her freedom as soon as her hus- 
band, the children remained with her ; and her master was 
bound to receive him to service again, in case he chose to 
live with his wife and children. 

But here, slaves arc entirely unprotected in their social 
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CHAPTEKIV. ' 

God has always delivered his people from the oppreS" 
sion of their enemies, when ihey cried unto Him 

for deliverance, 

1. And when the Lord raised them up judges, 
then the Lord was with the judge, and delivered them 
. out of the hand of their enemies all the days of the 

and domestic relations ; husbands and their wives, parents 
and their children may be, and they are separated and part- 
ed forever, at the irresponsible will of the master. 

7. The laws of Moses secured to servants the necessary 
means of instruction and consolation. 

But no such laws oxi^ in this land ; here the operation 
of the laws tends directly to deprive the slaves of all ** men. 
tal" and religious " instruction,'* for their whole power is 
exerted to keep their slaves in the lowest kind of ignorance. 

8. The laws of Moses required every one to pity and love 
the stranger who might chance to come among the Jews, 
and under scA'crc penalties they were forbidden to vex or op- 
press them in any way. 

Here, the laws view every colored stranger as an enemy, 
and they consider him a slave until he proves his freedom. 

9. If a servant escaped from his master and fled to ^e 
knd of Israel, the law of Moses commanded every one to 
pxotect him ; and forbade any one to deliver such to hii 
master again. 

But here, if a slave escape from his master, and flee to 
any part of the United States, the law forbids any one to 
]Rotect him, and commands that he be delivered up to his 
master. 

10. The Mosaic law forbade man>stealing as the highest 
kind of theft, and condemned the perpetrator to suffer death 
18 the penalty. 

But here, thousands of legally free people of color have 
been stolen, and sold into hopeless and involuntary servi- 
tude, as many now are every year, in this nation ; and there 
ii no law by which they can redress their wrongs.- 
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judge ; for it repented the Lobb because of tl 
groaniogs by reason of them that oppressed tl; 
and vexed them. Jud. ii, 18. 

2. ThuB saith the Lord Giod of Israel, I broi 
you up from Egypt, and brought you forth oui 
the house of bondage ; and I delivered you oul 
the hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hani 
all that oppressed you, and drove them out from 
fore you and gave you their land, Jud. vi, 8. 

1. Tiem that opprentd thrm. The Jowfl wore daliTi 
into the bands of tbeir enemies, not unfraqucntlf as a c 
tiaement for tbeii ams ; ^et, even in theee casee, Go< 
girded their gioanings, and wben tbej cried unto him 
saved them fmm the power of Oieir opprcwBor*. But 
bondage which the elaves of this luid aie now anflbr 
is not a punishment for any sin which they can have c 
milled ; Ihey are gnilty of no crime either against Go 
man, for which thej are now enslaved ; andhenca thei 
80 much the more reason to believe, thai when they 
unto the great avenger of wrongs, he will l«ar and del 
them. 

3. And gate you their land. And will not this langi 
apply, with somo degree of piopricly, to the people of 
nation T Have we not been delivered from the hand of 
oppressor T Do we not now inherit the land that once 
longed to others T And shall wo now, in our turn, bee 
the opprenars of the poor and defenceless T It is a rem 
able net, that this nation docs now oppress a greater nui] 
of its own citizens, by the srstem of slavery whic 
upholds, than the whole numWr of our fore&then 
were oppressed formerly by the government of Groat Brit 
Yea, a greater number of the citizens of these United Si 
are now fkr more cruelly oppressed by our own govemn 
than our ancestors were, who rose in reheUion siilj y 
ago against the government of England ; and one bon 
that Irandage which wo now inflict on three millions of 
own citizens, as Jefferson remarks, is franght with n 
misery and gnilt, than ages of that which wc true in re 
iion to oppose 1 
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3. The Zidonians also and the Amalekites and 
the Maonites did oppress you ; and ye cried to me, 
and 1 delivered you out of their hand. Jud. x, 12. 

4. Now therefore ye are cursed, and there shall 
none of you be freed from being bondmen, and 
hewers of wood and drawers of water, for the house 
of my Grod. Josh, ix, 23. 

6. There the wicked cease from troubling, and 
there the weary be at rest. There the prisoners 
rest together 5 they hear jaot the voice of the op- 
pressor. The small and great are there ; and 
the servant is free from his master. Job, iii, 17. 



3. Ye cried to me, and I delivered you. The oppretssion 
here referred to, as remarked above, was what the JewB 
suffered as a chastisement for their sins ; and yet Grod de. 
livered them from it, as soon as they repented and cried 
unto him. And is it presmnption in us to infer that Grod 
will now deliver the oppressed in answer to prayer, and 
especially such as have not sinned against him ? WiU not 
God hear his own people, who cry day and night unto him, 
in the behalf of those that are in bonds, and who have 
committed no crime ? 

4. Ye are cursed. This, as the reader will have per- 
ceived, refers to the Gibeonites ; they were among the na. 
tions whom the Hebrews were commanded utterly to destroy 
for their idolatry. Deut. xx, 17. But by stratagems and 
lies, they so deceived Joshua that he entered 'into a cove- 
nant with them, and gave them a solemn oath that they 
should be spared. For this wicked deception, this curse 
was pronounced upon them, by which their national exist- 
ence was annihilated. The state of servitude to which 
these idolaters were reduced, was a blessing to them, be. 
cause without it they must have been put to death. And 
has God ever given a command to any of the people of 
this country to commence a war of extermination against 
Africa, and to make slaves of all who are notput to death ? 

5. The servant is free from his master. How often the 

4 
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6. To him that is afflicted, pity should be sb 
from his fnend. Job, vi, 14> 

7, The wicked man travaileth with pain al 
days, and the number of yeara is hidden to thi 
pressor. A dreadful sound is in his ears ; in 

irearT' worn-out plaves look to the grave as the pli 
tbeir mt ; and how many thooHftnilfl of them mupl, 
prabability, die withgnt any well-grounded hgpc beyor 

WTi««vruiin»>D>p«L»BtDiiCHnnDLiCBa]c 
Whon nBlrrtfugeiiihc grftve." 

6. Pity thovtd be shoten. But let a while man or Wi 
at the SoTith manifeet the luaet.pity for the afHlctcd a 
and it will be sure to bring down upon himacir the 
and contempt of mort of meir "maFlere" and " dri^i 

7. A dreadful MUnd it in his ram. Or as the m 
reads, a eound of fear ig in hia ears. This is taid e 
oppreMor; and a more Btriking iUiutratioii of this 
could not well be given, perhaps, than that made in a ^ 
delivered in the house of delegalea of Virginia, in Jan 
1832, on the pohc; of the State with rogard to lier 
population, by Jamea McDowell, Jr. 

One of the memberaof the house had remarked, thi 
insurruction at Southampton, when scares of the v 
had been murdered by the davcg, was a "pclly af 
upon which Mr. McDowell read nitraots from a numl 
lettere written by tome of the most reepcclabic men i 
Stale, to ifaow the terror and dismay whieb prevailed i 
minds of the citizens in every part of the eommunitj 
then proiieedBd as fbllowB : — 

" Now, sir, I ask you, I aA gentlemen in consciei 
■ay, was this a ' petty aSkir V I ask you whether thai 
a ' petty afioir,' which startled the feelings of your i 
population — which threw a portion of it into alann — i 
tion of it into panic ; which wrung out from an aflrij 
people tho thrilling cry, day afler day conveyed to yon 
ecutivc, < We are in peril of our llve« — send lis an 
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perity the destroyer shall come upon him. Joh, 
XV, 20. 

for defence.' Was that a * petty affair* which drove fami. 
lies from their homes ? which assembled women and chil. 
dren in crowds, and without shelter, at places of common 
refuge, in every condition of weakness and infirmity, under 
every suffering which want, and pain, and terror could inflict, 
yet willing to endure all — willing to meet death from famine, 
death from climate, death from hardships, preferring any- 
thing rather than the horrors of meeting it from a domestic 
assassin ? Was that a * petty affair' which erected a peace- 
ful and confiding portion of the State into a military camp, 
which outlawed from pity the unfortunate beings whose 
brothers had offended, which barred every door, penetrated 
every bosom with fear or suspicion, which so banished every 
sense of security from every man's dwelUng, that let but a 
hoof or a horn break upon the silence of the night, and an 
aching throb would be driven to the heart ; the husband 
would look to his weapon, and the mother would shudder 
and weep upon her cradle ! 

" Was it fear of Nat Turner, and his deluded drunken 
handful of fellows, which produced such effects ? Was it 
this that induced distant countries, where the very name of 
Southampton was strange, to arm and equip for a struggle ? 
No, sir, it was the suspicion eternally attached to the slave 
himself — the suspicion that a Nat Turner might be in every 
£imily ; that the same bloody deed could be acted over at 
any time and in any place ; that the materials for it wcro 
spread through the land, and always ready for a like ex- 
plosion. Nothing but the force of this withering apprehen- 
sion, nothing but the paralyzing and deadening weight, with 
which it falls upon and prostrates the heart of every man 
who has helpless dependents to protect, nothing but this 
could have thrown a brave people ,into consternation, or 
Could have made any portion of this powerful Common- 
wealth, for a single instant, to have quailed and trembled." 

Yes, it is the "withering apprehension" which every 
slaveholder in this land carries in his own conscience, that 
the slaves have been outraged^ insulted and toronged, whioh 
makes the sound of fear in his ears. 
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8. Because he hath oppressed and hath forsaken 
the poor : because he hath violently taken away an 
house which he builded not, surely he shall not feel 
quietness in his belly ; he shall not save of that 
which he desired. Job, xx, 19. 

9. This is the portion of a wicked man with God, 
and the heritage of oppressors, which they shall 
receive of the Almighty. Job, xxvii, 18. 

10. When the ear heard me then it blessed me, 
and when the eye saw me, it gave witness to me ; 
because I delivered the poor that cried, and the ftith- 
erless and him that had none to help him. The 
blessing of him that wsis ready to perish came upon 
me: and I caused the widow's heart to sing for joy. 
Job, xxix, 11. 

11. I was eyes to the blind, and feet was I to the 



8. He shall not feel quietness. How true it is that no 
enslaver in this land feels quietness^ every person at all ac 
quainted with the subject of slavery well knows. The 
remarks of Mr. McDowell show that a general sense of 
danger and insecurity every where prevails to a great extent 
in the slave States. Hence the enslavers often go armed, 
and keep their arms constantly about their beds at night, 
for fear the slaves may rise and take vengeance upon those 
who have oppressed them. 

9. They shall receive of the Almighty, The evils de- 
scribed in the following verses, by the direction of God, 
sometimes come upon Ij^rants, and such as oppress their 
fellow men. 

10. The blessing of him that was ready to perish. And 
how very desirable is such a blessing ! How much to be 
preferred before honors, or silver, or gold, or all that this 
world can afford ! And let every friend of the oppressed 
pray that it may come upon all the slaveholders in this, and 
every other part of the world ! 
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lame. I was a father to the poor ; and the cause 
which I knew not, I searched out. Job, xxix, 15. 

12. If I did despise the cause of my man-servant, 
or of my maid-servant, when they contended with 
me ; what then should 1 do when God riseth up? And 
when he visiteth, what shall I amswer him? Job, 
xxxi, 13. 

13. If I have withheld the poor from their desire, 
or havc^ caused the eyes of the widow to fail ; or 
have eaten my morsel myself alone, and the father, 
less hath not eaten thereof; If I have seen any per- 
ish for want of clothing, or any poor without cover- 
ing, if his loins have not blessed me, and if he were 
not warmed with the fleece of my sheep ; If I have 
lifted up my hand against the fatherless, when I saw 
my help in the gate ; then let mine arm fall from 
my shoulder-blade, and mine arm be broken from 
the bone. Job, xxxi, 16. 

1 1 . The cause which I knevo notf I searched out. I spared 
neither time nor pains to find out the condition of the op- 
pressed and afflicted, that I might afford them all possible 
relief. And is it not likely that some of Job's contempora- 
ries reproached- him with " meddling with that which did 
not concern him ?" 

12. If I did despise the cause of my servant* As though 
he had said — I have not denied my servants any privilege, 
whether civil or religious, which I enjoyed myself; if they 
had any cause of complaint against any one, or even against 
myself) I gave them a candid and impartial hearing, and 
rendered a just judgment in the case. Can the Cluistian 
enslavers of this land say this, now, of themselves ? And 
what will they do when God riseth up, if they have not 
done this ? 

13. Then let mine arm fall from my shoulder-blade. This 
is a most solemn asseveration, that he never had wronged 
or opprossed the poor in any way, but that he had always 

4* 
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14. By reason of the multitude of oppressions, 
they make the oppressed to cry ; they cry out by 
reason of the arm of the mighty. Job, xxxv, 9. 

15. He delivereth the poor in his affliction, and 
openeth their ears in oppression. Job, xxxvi, 15. 

16. And now for a little space grace hath been 
showed from the Lord our God, to leave us a rem- 
nant to escape, and to give us a nail in his hdy 
place, that our God may lighten our eyes, tnd give 

us a little reviving in our bondage. Ezra, ix, 8. 

- - - — — ■ 

administered to the wants of such, as far as it had been in 
his power. O, that all who profess the Christian name could 
now say this, with as much truth as it was said by this an- 
cient patriarch ! 

14. They cry out by reason of the arm of the mighty. 
The Rev. Mr. Gilgrass, one of the Wesleyan Missionaries 
in the West Indies, relates the following fact : »* A master 
who lived near us in Kingston, Jamaica, wanted some mo- 
ney : and one of his female slaves having two fine children, 
he sold one of them, and the child was torn from her ma- 
ternal affection. In the agony of her feelings, she made a 
hideous howling, and for that crime was logged. Soon 
afier, he bold her other child. This * turned her heart within 
her,* and impelled her into a kind of madness. She howled 
night and day in the yard, tore her hair, ran up and down 
the streets and the parade, rending the heavens with her 
cries, and literally watering the earth with her tears. Her 
constant cry was. Da UDicked masaa Jew, he sell me children. 
Will no huckra massa pity nega ! What me do? Me have 
no child* As she stood before my window, she lifted up 
her hands towards Heaven and said : — * My massa, do me 
inassa minister pity me ! My heart do so, (shaking herself 
violently) me heart do so because me have no child ; me go 
a massa house, in massa yard, and in me hut, and me no 
see em /» " 

15. He openeth their ears in oppression. He gives them 
instruction and comfort, notwithstanding their chains, when 
they loot finfo God for it. The Infinite Being is the great 
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CHAPTER V. 

God ha.^ always manifested a pecuUar pity and re- 
gard for the oppressed — and he promises Ms 
blessing upon all such as imitate Him in this 
respect, 

1. LoRD» thou hast heard the desire of the hum- 
ble : thou wilt prepare their heart, thou wilt cause 
thine ear to hear ; to judge the fatherless and the 
oppressed, that the men of the earth may no more 
oppress. Ps. x, 17. 

2. When he maketh inquisition for blood, he re- 
membereth them ; he forgetteth not the cry of the 
humble. Ps. ix, 12. 

author and patron of sciejice, nor can there scarcely be a 
more flagrant sin against Hiin, than to prevent the inBtmc- 
tion of the immortal minds whom He has made, and which 
he has endowed with a deathless capacity, and an insatiable 
thirst for the lights of science and religion. 

And yet, in this republican^ this Christian land, we have 
numerous laws made and sanctioned with the heaviest pc- 
nalties which it is in the power of human governments to 
inflict, for the very purpose of putting out the eyes of the 
mind, for the very purpose of preventing the instruction of 
millions of the citizens of these free and independent 
States ! In view of this one appalling fact, what American 
will not " tremble for his. (%intry, when he reflects that 
God is just !» 

1. Thou wilt prepare their heart. Thou wilt give them 
a disposition to seek after thee. So the great and good Be- 
ing often sheds light upon the dark mind of the poor slave, 
who is oppressed, notwithstanding the unjust and cruel laws 
which are enacted to keep him in darkness. And when the 
heart of the afflicted is thus prepared, God hears the prayer 
which they offer unto Him. 

S. He forgetteth not the cry of. the humble* Let no one 
be discouraged in praying for the deliverance and salvation 
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3. For the oppression of the poor, for the sigh- 
ing of the jaeedy, now will I arise, saith the Lord ; 
I will set him in safety from him that pufieth at 
him. Ps. xii, 5. 



of the enslaved ; God may seem not to hear for awhile, but 
the prayer of faith shall not be forgotten, it shall be an- 
swered in due time. God remembers not only the oppressed, 
but also those who make inquisition for their blood. The. 
following account' of some of the bloody inquisitions of this 
land, is from the pen of Dr. J. Tony, of Philadelphia. He 
says ; 

*' Thomas Clarkson states, in his * History of the Aboli- 
tion of the Slave-Trade,' that the arrival of the slave.ship8 
on the coasts of Africa, was the uniform signal for the im- 
mediate commencement of wars for the attainment of pri- 
soners, for sale and exportation to America and the West- 
Indies. In Maryland and Delaware, the same drama is 
now performed in miniature. The arrival of. the Man- 
TrafficerSt laden with cash, at their respective stations near 
the coasts, or at their several inland posts, near the dividing 
line of Maryland and Delaware, (at some of which they 
have great prisons for the purpose) is the well known signal 
for the professed kidnappers, like beasts of prey, to com- 
mence meir nightly invasions upon the fleecy flocks ; ex- 
tending their ravages, (generally attended with bloodjshed 
and sometimes with murder,) and spreading terror and con- 
sternation, among both freemen and slaves, throughout the 
sandy regions, from the western to the eastern shores. Those 
blood-hounds, when overtaken, which is rare, by the mes- 
sengers of the law, are generally found armed With pistols 
with patent spring daggers attached to them." in this way 
thousands of innocent unoffending men, women and chil- 
dren, have been stolen and carried from their friends and 
homes in this land of boasted freedom, and themselves and 
posterity doomed to suffer all the horrors of an unending 
bondage. 

3. Now will I arise, saith the Lord. With such pro- 
mises as these, the Bible abounds ; and as sure as God is 
true, so surely he will yet imdertake ft)r the oppressed. At 
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4. For he hath not despised nor abhorred the af- 
fliction of the afflicted, neither hath' he hid his face 
from him ; but when he cried unto him he heard. 
Ps. xr'i, 24. 

5. Blessed is he that considereth the poor ; the 
Lord will deliver him in time of trouble. The 
Lord will preserve him, and keep him alive ; and 
he shall be blessed upon the earth ; and thou wilt 
not deliver him unto the will of his enemies. The 
Lord will strengthen him upon the bed of languish, 
ing ; thou wilt make all his bed in his sickness. Ps. 
xli, 1. 

6. The Lord will command his loving kindness 
in the day time, and in the night his song shall be 
with me, and my prayer unto the Grod of my life. 
I will say unto God my rock, Why hast thou for- 
gotten me ? Why go I mourning because of the 
oppression of the enemy. Ps. xlii, 8. 

the same time, we should keep in view his long-suffering 
and patience towards the oppressor ; He pities these also, 
and commands them to repent, and it becomes our duty to 
pity them, and pray for them accordingly. 

4. He hath not despised — the affliction of the afflicted. 
The poor and the afflicted are generally despised by those 
who are the cause of the evils which mey suffer ; but the 
afliiction of the oppressed is not despised by the Great God. 

5. Considereth the poor. By finding out their condition, 
Yisiting them, and administering to their wants. As a most 
remarkable example of this kind, let the reader consult the 
liffe of John Howard, and he will perceive how strictly the 
promise was fulfilled, which is msuie here to those who per- 
form this heavenly work. 

6. Why hast thou forgotten me ? This inqmry the 
Psalmist was sometimes led to make when he was in trou- 
ble ; and when we reflect for a moment upon the accumu- 
lated wrongs which millions of the population of this coun- 
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7. But unto too wicked, God saith, What hast 
thou to do, to declare my statutes, or that thou 
shouldst take my covenant in thy mouth? seeing 
thou hatest instruction, and castest my words be- 
hind thee. When thou sawest a thief, then thou 
consentedst with him^ and hast been partaker with 
adulterers. Ps. 1, 16. 

try are doomed to suffer by the slave-system, can we won- 
der that some of them should adopt this language ? Is it 
a marvellous thing, that many of them should be tempted 
to think that there i^ no God of justice ? — ^That their mas- 
ters, who profess to love him and their fellow mei^ as them- 
selves, are hypocrites ? 

7. Thou consentedst with him. And by what process of 
reasoning can it be shown that every slaveholder in this 
land does not, in some sense, countenance the conduct of 
the adulterer and the man-thief? The man who makes 
a habit of using intoxicating liquors, even if it be ever so 
temperately, is now set down by the voice of nearly the 
whole Christian world, as countenancing and promoting the 
cause of intemperance ; and if he be a professed Christian 
or Christian minister, his example is believed and known to 
be so much the more pernicious and fatal in its influence. 
For who docs not know that the unprincipled, intemperate 
rum-drinker, does invariably refer to the habit of the very 
^ood Christian who uses the liquid poison, as a sufficient 
justification of his intemperance ? 

And the more good wnich may be said of such a profc^- 
ing Christian, in some respects, the more dependence will 
be placed, by the intemperate, upon his example. And it 
is precisely so of the very kind and Christian enslavers of 
the human species ; they do the very same to perpetuate 
the crime and the evils of slaveholding, which the respect- 
able and Christian rum-drinker, or the Christian distiller, 
does, to perpetuate the evils of intemperance. And it is 
remarkable, that the most conclusive argument which can 
be adduced at the present day in favor of slaveholding un- 
der any circumstances, is the fact, that both Christians and 
Christian ministers^ nav* some of the most kind and re- 
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8. Give the king thy judgments, O God, and thy 
righteousness unto the king's son. He shall judge 
the poor of the people, he shall save the children 
of the needy, and shall hreak in pieces the oppressor. 
Ps. Ixxii, 1. 

9. For he shall deliver the needy when he cri- 
eth ; the poor also, and him that hath no helper. 
He shall spare the poor and needy, and shall save 
the souls of the needy. He shall redeem their soul 
from deceit and violence ; and precious shall their 
blood be in his sight. Ps. Ixxii, 12. 

10. Defend the poor and fatherless ; do justice 
to the afflicted and needy. Deliver the poor and 
needy ; rid them out of the hand of the wicked. 
Ps. Ixxxii, 3. 

snectable people at the South and West are siiAVEHOLDSRS ! ! 
Now can any candid observer fail of seeing that these very 
reapectabUf kind and Christian enslavers of the human 
ipeciea, stand just as much in the way of the final abolition 
of slavery, and the domestic slave-trade in this country, as 
the respectable and Christian distillers and rum-drink- 
1R8 do in the way of the temperance reformation ? 

How frcqvienuy the opposers of slavery are now taunt, 
hiffly asked, " why do you not send your agents to the South, 
where slavery exists ?" We answer, for 3ie very same rea- 
ton that temperance agents do not spend their strength in 
pleaching to the intemperate. We ki^ow that all success, 
nd action in the anti-siavery cause, as well as in the tem- 
perance cause, must be carried on by those who are not 
** partakers with** such as commit the evils which it is in. 
tended to remove, 

8. He shall break in pieces, the oppressor* This is said 
of Christ ; and so far as Christianity has prevailed in other 
etvilized countries, it has already annihilated slavery, and 
broken the iron arm of the opp^'essor. 

10,^ Deliver the poor. We shall see in the course of 
theie chaptorp, that there are as* many cnraraandft in the 
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11. Blessea is the people that know the joyfuJ 
sound ; they shall walk, O Lord, in the light of thy 
countenance ; in thy name shall they rejoice all the 
day; and in thy righteousness shall they be ex* 
alted. Ps. Ixxxix, 15. 

11. The Lord executeth righteousness and jiidg' 
ment for all that are oppressed. Ps. cih, 6. 

13. Deliver me from the oppression of man, sc 
will I keep thy precepts. Ps. cxix, 134. 

Bible to a third person to deliver the oppressed oat of the 
hand of the oppressor as there are commands to the op. 
pressor to let the oppressed go free. 

11. The joyful sound. The somid of the trmnpet, ou 
the morning of the first day of the lubilee. THen shaix 
thou cause the trumpet of the jubilee to sound on th 
tenth day of the seventh months on the day of atonement 
shaU ye make the trumpet to sound throughout all youi 
land. And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim 
liberty throughout all the land unto All the inhabitants 
thereof; it shaU be a jubilee unto you; and ye shall re- 
turn every man unto his possession, and ye shall return ever^ 
man unto his family. IL>ey. zxv, 9. Hence it appears tluiJ 
on the arrival of this joyfiil day, all the inhabitants of the 
land of Judea were free, and every one received again lui 
forfeited or lost possessions. 

13. So will I keep thy precepts. Hende the sin of oppreS' 
sion; it incapacitates the oppressed from obeying all die 
precepts of God. How can those females in this land fulfil, 
or how may they be expected to fulfil, all of God*s com- 
mands, when they are not permitted to read them, uid 
when they liave no protection, either in the laws or in public 
sentiment, for their purity or persons ? They may be com- 
pelled to submit to the beastly lusts of any white man, by 
the stroke of the cowhide, or to avoid death, without the 
possibility of any redress ! How can those slaves who are hus- 
bands, (in the sight of God,) and who are fathers also, fulfil 
that command which makes it their duty to love their wives, 
and provide for their families, when they arc torn from their 
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* 14. I know that the Lord will maintain ^e cause 
of the afilicted, and the right of the poor. Ps. cxl, 12. 
15. The Lord looseth the prisoners ; the Lord 
openeth the eyes of the blind ; the Lord raiseth 
them that are bowed down ; the Lord loveth the 
righteous ; the Lord preserveth the strangers ; he 
relieveth the fatherless and widow ; but the way of 
the wicked he tumeth upside down. Ps. cxlvi, 7. 



CHAPTER VI* 

Ood has threatened his dispUamre against all suck 
as forbear to deliver the poor and the needy from 
the hands of those who oppress them, 

1. The poor is hated even of his own neighbor ; 

but the rich hath many friends. He that despiseth 

— *~ -- — ■ 

wives and children, and sold into a distant part of the coun. 
try 1 The command of God makes it their duty to bring 
ip their children " in the knowledge and discipline of God,** 
M they aie not suffbred either to read the Bible themselves, 
or to teach their children to read it I God commands all 
^dren to honor their parents, and obey them in the Lord, 
but the children of more than a miUion of parents in this 
land are prohibited, and hindered from doing this, by the 
Uw8 of the States where they Hve ; and the same laws pro- 
Mbit all colored persons, whether daves or free, from wor- 
riiipping Gt)d according to the dictates of their own con- 
sciences. The statutes of Virginia ordain that any free 
person of color, whether ordained or not, for preachmg or 
exhorting at any religious meeting, may be seized by any 
person without a warranty and pimished with thirty-mne 
lashes; and any free person of cotor attending such a meet- 
ing may be seized and punished in a like manner. Similar 
laws are in force in the other slave States ; so true it is, that 
civil and religious liberty generally stand or fall together. 

5 
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his neighbor, sinneth ; but he that hath mercy on 
the poor, happy is he. Prov. xiv, 20. 

2. He that oppresseth the poor, reproacheth his 
maker ; but he that honoreth him hath mercy on 
the poor. Prov. xiv, 31. 

3. He that oppresseth the poor to increase his 
riches, and he that giveth to the rich shall surely 
come to want. Prov. xxii, 16. 



1. Hated even of his own neighbor. Are not the enslavers 
of this land the neighbors of those whom they enslave? 
Are they not mdebted to the slaves for theur living, and in 
fact generally all the substance they possess ? and yet who 
hates the slaves and the race of which they form a part, if 
the enslavers do not ? 

He that despiseth his neighbor, sinneth. Hence it is 
clearly proved, that to indulge any kind of prejudice against 
one who has committed no crime, merely because he is poor, 
or differs from us in complexion, is a sin against God ; and 
this sin becomes the more aggravating as it deprives him 
of any of the rights or privileges to wluch he is entitled by 
the dictates of reason and religion. 

2. Reproacheth his Maker. The poor are Christ's rei»e- 
sentatives on earth ; and if it is a sin against God to deepisB 
and oppress one who is poor in the ordinary course of Pro- 
vidence, or one who has become so through some unavoid- 
able calamity, how much more wicked must it be ta make 
men poor by oppressing them ? Surely, if it is a sin and t 
reproach against God to oppress such ^8 are already pocff, 
it must be a greater sin, and more of an insult to the Infi- 
nite Being, to make men poor, and to enact laws and enforce 
them, for the very purpose of keeping them not only poor, but 
degraded and ignorant. 

3. To increase his riches. And for what other purpose 
are the poor slaves oppressed and kept in bondage, but to 
increase their masters* riches ? But it is really difficult for 
one who nevcr'was " a broker in the trade of blood,** to 
determine how any roan, especially how any Christian, can 
enjoy tho riches which he knows were earned by others, 
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4. Rob not the poor, because he is poor ; neither 
oppress the afflicted in the gate ; for tbe Lord will 
plead their cause, and spoil the soul of those that 
spoiled them. Prov. xxii, 22. 



under the stroke of the cart-whip, perhaps, and by those, 
too, who were never paid one penny as an equivalent for 
their labors f 

4. Because he is poor. It is because the slaves are poor, 
and unable to assert and defend their rights, that their mas- 
ters compel them to labor, and then take the fruits of their 
unrequited toil. This, Grod calls robbing them because they 
are poor ; and shall we call it by anv other name ? 

if either oppress the afflicted in the gate. Courts of jus- 
tice were usually held in the gates of cities in the east ; 
hence, the text means that the poor and afflicted should 
have a fair and impartial hearing when they appeared at the 
court for judgment in any case. 

In twelve of these United States no person of color, 
whether male or female, can be heard as an evidence in a 
court of justice against a white person. And another law, 
which is general among the slave States, prevents the slave 
or any person for him, from commencing a suit at law, in 
certain cases, unless he first give secunty for the costs of 
court ; and if the action should be tried and should fail, the 
costs are doubled ! If this be not oppressing the poor in the 
gate^ reader, what is ? 

Here is a " master,*^ who, for some slight offence, strikes 
the child of a slave in the presence of fifty other persons of 
color who are slaves, and who see the " master ** inflict the 
blow which causes the instant death of the child. But for 
the parents who look on and, see their oflsppng gasp in 
deatti, there is no redress ; the deed not being witnessed by 
any white person, it is passed over in silence, and so, indeed, 
such atrocities often are, when they occur under the eye of 
the whites. A slave may be compelled to see the person of 
his daughter or wife abused, as they often are, without being 
su^ered to q>eak one word, or to move a finger in their 
defence, ^d wUl not the Great God plead the cause of 
such? 
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5. Remove not the old landmark ; and enter not 
into the fields of the fatherless ; for their Redeemer 
is mighty ; he shall plead their cause with thee. 
Prov. xxii, 10. 

6. If thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn 
unto death, and those that are ready to be slain ; if 
thou sayest, Behold we knew it not ; doth not he 
that pondereth the heart consider it ? and he that 
keepeth thy soul, doth not he know it ? and shall not 
he render to every man according to his works 1 
Prov. xxiv, 11. 

5. He ahdll plead tJieir cause. The slavery system now 
has many excuses and apologies made for it ; but there is 
not one among them all, but which any Christian would be 
ashamed to make at the judgment of the great day. But 
when Grod pleads the cause of the oppressed, who will 
answer him then ? 

6. We knew it not. And how many thousands say thus 
at the present day, in reference to the slaves of this land 
who are drawn unto death, **Wearenot enslavers, — ^we 
know not what the condition of the slave is — ^we don't live 
at the south — ^what have we to do with ihe subject ?** 
Answer, — 

1. If we do not know what the moral and political con- 
dition of neady three million of slaves is, in this land, we 
are in fault, because, we may know, and we ought to know ; 
nor indeed, will God consider it a sufficient excuse for the 
neglect of our duty when we say, we knew it not. 

2. If we are not enslavers ourselves, we are partakers of 
the sins of those who are slaveholders, unless we set our 
faces against it, and use our utmost Christian-like endeavors 
to deliver the enslaved. 

3. Our not living at the South, or indeed in America, is 
not a sufficient reason why we should do nothing to deliver 
those that are ready to be slain in this country. Wc do not 
live in Africa, and shall we do nothing to Christianize and 
civilize that country on this account ? Though, by the way, 
it is acknowledged, that before we can do anything eetmS' 
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7. The righteous considereth the cause of the 
poor ; but the wicked regarded not to know it. 
rrov, xxix, 7. 

8. Open thy mouth for the dumb, in the cause of 
all such as are appointed to destruction. Open thy 
mouth, judge righteously, and plead the cause of the 
poor and needy. Prov. xxxi, 8. 

9. So I returned and considered all the oppres- 
sions that are done under the sun ; and, behold, the 

tently^ as a Christian people, for that nation, we should 
liberate her children whom we now keep in chains, and give 
them the Bible, and all the other blessings which Christian, 
ity is designed to confer upon the world. 

7. Regardeth not to know it. How truly characteristic 
this is of many, very muiy, Christian ministers and rulers 
in this nation, with regard to the wrongs of the poor slaves ! 
They would be glad not to know them ; they feel so much 
reluctance against saying or doing anything upon the sub. 
ject. And who would not like to be ignorant upon this 
subject, if his ignorance would annihilate slavery from the 
nation and from the world ? 

8. Open thy mouth for the dumb. The slaves of this land 
are dumb, in a most affecting sense, inasmuch as they never 
have been, and are not now, permitted to speak for them, 
selves ; and how can any Christian, or Christian minister, 
neglect the duty which God here enjoins upon him in rela. 
tion to these human beings ! And tbis, too, when he knows 
that they are made and kept poor and needy by the bondage 
which tney are violently compelled to endure ! 

9. I considered all the oppressions. The Hebrew ashakim, 
here rendered oppressions, signifies all those kinds of injus. 
tice or injury which one can suffer in his person, property, 
or character. To withhold from a man his personal liberty, 
to compel him to labor without giving him any just equiva. 
lent for his labors, is to injure him in his person, property, 
and character ; this is robbery or oppression in its very worst 
forms. 

On the side of their oppressors there was power. The 
enslavers of this land have law, and prejudice^ and TicK.e% 

5* 
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tears of such as were oppressed, and they had no 
comforter ; and on the side of their oppressors 
there was power, but they had no comforter, Eccl. 
iv, 1. 



^n their side ; these iire indeed powerful. But all these to- 
gether, cannot withstand the aim of omnipotence, when 
God shall arise to plead the cause of the oppressed. 

And is it not true, that the slaves have no comforter ? 
Who is permitted to pour into their desponding hearts the 
consolations of hope, or the halm of God's promises ? Let 
the. following extract from the laws of Louisiana say who : 

" If any person in Louisiana from the boXf bench^ stage, 
jfiulpit, or any other place, or in conoersation, shall make 
use of any language, signs, or actions having a tendency 
to produce discontent among free colored people, or insubor- 
dination among the slaves, (such fb may give them- a hope 
in the promise of God that they shall be free,) such persons 
shall be punished with imprisonment from three to tvienty-one 
years, or with death, at tUe discretion of the court." 

And this is but a transcript of similar laws which are in 
force in nearly all of the slave States. Twenty^ne yeart? 
imprisonment, or de€Uk upon the gallows, for ipcaking one 
word, or happening to make some kind of a gesture which 
may be interpreted as having a tendency to cause certain 
acts ! ! ! Was the like ever heard of before in the wmals of 
the whole world ! ! 

And yet, as often as we quote the word of God, or attempt 
to say anything against these most cruel and wicked of all 
laws that were ever passed by any government since the 
world began, we must be asked, in scorn, *' Why do you 
not go into those States where slavery exists, and labor for 
its overthrow ?" And those persons who so tauntingly make 
this inquiry, are " opposed to slavery,*' they tell us ! Very 
well, and if they are opposed to it, pray, why do they not 
go into the slave States, and tell the people that they are 
oppoB&d to slaverv, and not tarry here, at the north, and 

rise all that others are striving to do for the removal of 
great and growing evil ? If they are, indeed, willing 
to be^mlgjnprMoned/or twenty-one years, or to be hung 



bo be^HriginprMO) 



10. If thou seest the oppression of the poor> and 
violent perverting of judgment and justice, in a 
province, marvel not at the matter ; for he that i& 
higher than the lughest regardeth» and there be 
higher than they. Bccl. v, 8. 

11. Surely oppression maketh a wise man madf 
and a gift destroyeth the heart. £!ccl. vii, 7. 

like a pirate upon the gaHows or gibbet, for speaking a worcP 
or making a sign merely, let tb^ go to the South, and 
proclaim their opposition to " slavery in the abstract,** in 
the ears of those who enfo^c the laws above noticed ; then 
we will belieye them. 

10. Higher than the highest. We cannot be reminded 
too often of this solemn trath : — God is infinitely acquaint- 
ed with everything that in any way concerns the oppressor 
and the oppressed ; and he is pledged to deliver all siich as 
are afflicted, -wbi&n they call upon him in faith. 

11. Maketh wise men mad. The word here rendered mad^ 
is from halaly which signiilesy amon^ other things,' to he 
haughty^ arregant, wicked. If mad be the correct render- 
ing of it, here, we might inquire, whether oppression produ- 
ces this effect upon the enslaver, or the enslaved, or whether 
this effect be produced upon both a« well as upon those who 
look on and witness its effects in othen. Admitting those 
are mad who are praying for the abolition of slavery, as 
some pretend to beheve, tiius state of mind is produced, it 
must be remembered, by the crimes of others, and perhaps 
it were as desirable to suffer it, as it is to be 

** Frighted when a madman stares.** 

But it is, however, a well-known fact, that one of the first 
and most direct influences which the slave system produces 
upon the minds of all who become coimected with it, is to 
render their dispositions arrogant and haughty. The fol- 
lowing testimony firom Thomas Jefierson, may be consider, 
ed as conclusive evidence upon this point. 

** The whole commerce between master and slave is a 
perpetual exercise of the most boisterous passions, the most 
unremitting despotism on one part, and degrading submis- 
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12. All the brethren of the poor do hate him ; 
how much more do his friends go far from him ; he 
pursueth them with words, yet they are wanting to 
him. Prov. xix, 7. 

18. Better is a little with righteousness, than great 
revenues without right. Prov. :^i, 8. 



CUAPTE|^ VII. 

God commands the oppressor most explicitly to let the 

oppressed go free • 

1. Cease to do evil ; learri to do well ; seek judg- 
ment, relieve the oppressed ; judge the fatherless ; 
plead for the widow ; Isa. i, 16. 

sions on the other. The parent storms, the child looks on, 
catches the Imeaments of wrath, puts on the same airs in 
the circle of smaller slaves, ^ves a loose to his worst of 
passions; and nursed, educated, and daily exercised in ty. 
rannt/f cannot but be stamped by it with odious peculiarities. 
The man must be a prodigy who can retain his manners 
and morals undepraved by such circumstances.** 

1. Cease to do evU, And when this simple command of 
God is obeyed, slavery in all its forms will have been ban- 
ished from the earth. The right of property in the souls and 
bodies of the human species, will have ceased forever. But, 
alas ! how many frightful bug.bears have been conjured up 
in the imaginations of men, against an immediate comph- 
ance with this command of God ! To substitute, for the 
present authority of the " slave-master,** a system of legal 
restraint, which would be adequately and impartially admin- 
istered upon the slave population of this land, and to main- 
tain such a system of laws by police regulations, as severe 
as the case might require, would, in the opinions of not a 
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2. For the vineyard c^ the Loia> of hosts is the 
house of Israel, and the men of Judah his pleasant 
plant ; and he looked for judgment, but behold op- 
presskm ; for righteousness, but beWd a cry. Isa» 
v,7. 

3» Therefore the Lord^ shall have no joy in their 
young men, neither diiall have mercy on their fa- 
therless and widows ; for every one is a hypocrite- 
and an evil doer, and every mouth speaketn folly*^ 
Isa. ix, 17. 

4. And they shall take them captives whose cap-^ 
tives they were, and they shall rule over their op*- 
pressors. And it shall come to pass in the day that 
the LoR]» shall give thee rest from thy sorrow, and* 
from thy fear, and from the hard bondage whereia 
thou wast made to serve. Isa. xiv, 2. 

few, disBotve the unity of this nation T To abolish tyranny 
immediately, and establish Ikw^ to supersede the right of the 
private master tause the dub, and the cowlnde, — to makfr 
a magistrate, instead of the inespoiuiible master, the jttdge- 
of wluit constitates an ofience, and to let an impartially* 
chosen jury judflfe whether such offence has been committed,, 
woald, m the jeart of many, be the greatest curse which 
could come upon the nation ^ And yet, this i* all that i» 
meant by immediate abolition. 

3k A hypocrite. Such, many, if not most of the persons- 
1^0 do not profess the Christian name, belieye the general- 
ity c^ slayeholding Christians to- be ; and that there is a 
usnifeat and faring inconsifltenoy in the conduct of those 
ChristiatiB and Christian ministers, who giye their support 
to the slave system, all persons know who have reflected at 
all upon the subject. 

4. Tkke them eapHvet whose captivee they were, Thi» 
was fulfilled' in the restoration of the Jews from their state 
of captiyity, when they took their enemies captiyes who had 
betd them, in boiidag.e. So God has ofteiv caused the scales- 
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5. For they shall cry unto the Lord, because 
the oppressors and he shall send them a Savio 
and a great one, and he shall deliver them, h 
xix,20. 

6. Wherefore thus saith the Holy one of Isra< 
Because ye despised this word, and trust in opprc 
sion and perverseness, and stay thereon ; therefo 
this iniquity shall be to you as a breach ready 
fall, swelling out in a high wall, whose breaJcii 
cometh suddenly at an instant. Isa. xxx, 12. 

7. He that despiseth the gain of oppressions, th 
shaketh his hands from holding 6f bribes, that sto 
peth his ears from hearing of blood, and shutte 

- his eyes from seeing evil ; he shall dwell on higl 
his place of defence shall be the munitions of rocki 
bread shall be given him, his waters shall be sui 
li Isa. xxxiii, 15. 

jf 8. I have raised him up in righteousness, and 

\ n will direct all his ways ; he shall build my city, ai 

l" he shall let go my dfeptives; not for price nor i 

ward, saith the Lord of hosts. Isa. xlv, 13. 

to turn in favor of the oppressed. The principles by whi 
he governs the world are immutably the same ; he may 
this again. 

6. necaitse ye despise this word and trust in oppressit 
And is it not true to the very letter of this passage, that t 
enslavers both at the North and the South, in this land, 
despise every effort which has been made to rid the count 
of slavery ? Do thev not trust in oppression, and appeal 
the laws by which they oppress the slaves, to prove th 
" rights," alid to show how secure they are in the enjc 
ment of them ? And if we may believe the truth set fen 
in this text, can wc suppose that such are exposed to no da 
ger, while in such a course of conduct ? 

8. And he shall let go my captives^ not for pjrice nor i 
ward. This evidently refers to Cynis, the Persian kin 
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9. Thus said thy Lord the Lord, and thy God 
that pleadeth the cause of his people, Behold, I have 
taken out of thy hand the cup of trembling, even 
the dregs of the cup of my fury : — but I will put it 
into the hand of them that afflict thee ; which have 
said to thy soul, bow down, ^hat we may go over ; 
and thou hast laid thy body as the ground, and as 
the street to them that went over. Isa. li, 22. 

10. Cry aloud, spare not ; lift up thy voice like 
a trumpet, and show ray people their transgression, 
and the house of Jacob, their sins. Isa. Iviii, 1. 

whom Grod made a special agent for the liberation of the 
Jews from their Babalonian captivity. When he had cap- 
tured the city, he let the Jews go free, without any price or 
reward; but certainly there would have been a thousand 
times more justice in his demanding a price for their libera- 
tion, than there is in the demand which the enslavers of this 
country make, for the freedom of those who have been la- 
boring for their good ever since they were bom. If justice 
in the latter case were to be done, uie slaves would not only 
have their freedom restored to them, of which they have 
been so unjustly deprived, but they would also receive a 
large pricey not as a gifU indeed, but as a just debt for their 
long and arduous labors, and for the wrongs and sufferings 
which they have endured. 

10. Spare not. It is certainly painful to any sincere 
Christian, to feel himself under the necessity of reprovin? 
another for sin ; but it is, nevertheless, a necessity which 
every faithful Christian will bear, rather than sin himself 
against God and the souls of his fellow men. It is Grod who 
has said, — Thou shalt in anywise rebuke thy neighbor and 
not suffer sin upon him; or as the margin reads, that thou 
hear not sin for him. Lev. xix, 19. He that sees his broth, 
er nn, and neglects, through fear, or a false view of things, 
to reprove him, in a suitable way for it, becomes, thereby, in 
a measure, responsible for the sin of his neighbor, and he 
sins himself, moreover, in disobeying the above command of 
God. 
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11. Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to 
loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy 
burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and that 
ye break every yoke f Isa. Iviii, 6. 

12. Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, 
and that thou bring the poor that are cast out, to 
thy house t when thou seest the naked, that thou 
cover him ; and that thou hide not thyself from 
thine own flesh t Isa. Iviii, 7. 

13. Then shall thy light break forth as the mom- 
ing, and thy health shall bring forth speedily ; and 
thy righteousness shall go before thee, the glory of 
the Lord shall be thy rere-ward, Isa. Iviii, 8. 

14. Then shalt thou call, and the Losd shall 
answer ; thou shall cry, and be shall say. Here I 
am. If thou take away fh)m the midst of thee the 
yoke, the putting forth of the finger, and speaking 
vanity. Isa. Iviii, 9. 

15. And if thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, 
and satisfy the afflicted soul ; tlien shall thy light rise 
in obscurity, and thy darkness be as noonday. Isa. 
Iviii, 10. 

11. Let the oppressed go free. On this passage, the 
learned and pious Dr. A. Clarke, makes the following re- 
marks : — **How can any nation pretend to fast or to worship 
Grod at all, or dare to profess that they believe in the exist, 
cnce of such a Being, while they carry on what is called the 
slave-trade ; and tiuffic in the souls, hlood, and bodies ot 
men ! O ye most flagitiotis of knavbs, and worst of hypo- 
crites, cast off at once the mask of religion ; and deepen 
not your endless perdition by professing the faith of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, whilst ye continue in this traffic !** 

The trade here spoken of, is carried on now, as it has been 
for years past in this country, and thousands on thousands of 
men, women and children are every year bought and sold in 
this Christian land ! 



AGAINST SLAVERY. 61 

16. And the Lord shall guide thee continually, 
and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy 
bones ; and thoi^ shalt be like a watered garden, 
and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not. 
Isa. Iviii, 11. 

17. And they that shall be of thee shall build the 
old waste places ; thou shalt raise up the foundations 
of many generations ; and thou shalt be called the 
Repairer of the breach, the Restorer of paths to 
dwell in. I«a. Iviii, 12. 

16. The Lord shall guide thee continually. Let the 
reader observe how many heavenly and most encouraging 
promises are held out in this and the four preceding verses, 
to such as comply with Gdd*B command concerning such as 
they now hold in bondage. What a pity that any Christian 
should lack faiith to yield a ready obedience to God*B word, 
and claim their present fulfillment ! 

17. The old waste places. That there are such places in 
the slave States, places which are made waste by the slave- 
system, the following extract will prove. It is from a speech 
delivered in the house of Virginia delegates, Jan. 14, 1832, 
by Thomas Marshall, Esq. 

" Wherefore then object to slavery ? Because it is ruin- 
ous to the whites — ^retards improvement — ^roots out an in- 
dustrious population — ^banishes the yeomanry of the coun- 
try — deprives the spinner, the weaver, the smith, the car- 
penter of cmplojrment and support. The evil admits of no 
REMEDY. It is increasing, and will continue to increase, un- 
til the whole country will be inundated with one black wave, 
covering its whole extent, with here and there a few white 
faces, floating on its surfeice. The master has no capital 
but what is vested in human flesh ; the father, instead of 
being richer for his sons, is at a loss to provide for them. 
There is no diversity of occupations, no incentives to cnter- 
prize. Labor of every species is •disreputable, because per- 
formed mostly by slaves. Our towns arc stationary ^ our 
villages almost everywhere declining ; and the general as- 
pect of the country marks the cnrsr of a wasteful^ idle, 

6 
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18. For your hands are defiled with blood, and 
your fingers with iniquity ; your lips have spoken 
lies, your tongue hath muttered perverseness. Isa. 
lix,3. 



reckless population, who have no interest in the soil, and 
care not how much it is impoverished. PubUc improve- 
ments are neglected ; and the entire continent does not pre!, 
sent a region for which nature has done so much, and art so 
little." 

18. Your hands are defiled with blood. How true to the 
very letter, this and some of the following verses describe 
the conduct of maAy in these United States, the following 
testimonies will show ; they are from scores of the kind 
which might be adduced. 

*' The Winchester (Va.) Republican, has an interesting 
narrative of a case of kidnapping, in which a woman was 
rescued, though the wretch who sold her to a trader in hu- 
man flesh escaped. Dealing in slaves has become a large 
btLsiness. Establishments are made at several places in 
Maryland and Virginia, at which they are sold l^e cattle. 
These places of deposit are strongly built, and well suppUed 
with iron thumbscrews and gags, and ornamented with 
cow-skins, and other whips, oftentimes bloodt. But the 
laws of these States permit the traffic, and it is suffered."— 
Niles' Weekly Register for 1829. 

*' To enumerate all the horrid and aggravating instances 
of men-stealing, which are known to have occurred in the 
State of Delaware, within the recollection of many of the 
citizens of that State, would require a volume. In many 
cases, whole families of free colored people have been at- 
tacked in the night, beaten nearly to death with clubs, 
gagged and bound, and dragged into distant and hopeless 
slavery, leaving no traces behind, except the blood from 
their wounds. 

** The ingenuity and stratagems employed by kidnappers 
in effecting their designs, are such as to prove that the most 
odnsummato cunning is no evidence of wisdom or moral 
purity, nor incompatible with the most consummate villany. 
A monsteru^iaman shape was detected in Philndclphia, 
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19. Their feet run to evil, and they make haste 
to shed innocent blood ; their thoughts are thoughts 
of iniquity, wasting and destruction are in their 
paths. The way of peace they know not ; and 
there is no judgment in their goings, they have 
made them crooked paths ; whosoever goeth therein 
shall not know peace. Isa. lix, 7. 

20. Therefore is judgment far from us, neither 
doth justice overtake us-; we wait for light, but be- 
hold obscurity ; for brightness, but we walk in dark- 
ness. Isa. lix, 9. 

21. For our transgressions are multiplied before 
thee, and our sins testify against us ; — ^In transgres- 
Ismg and lying against the Lobd, and departing 
away from our God, speaking oppression and revolt, 
conceiving and uttering from the heart words of 
falsehood. Isa. lix, 12. 

22. And judgment is turned away backward, 
and justice standeth afar off; for truth is fallen in 
the street, and equity cannot enter. Yea, truth 
faileth ; and he that departeth from evil maketh 
himself a prey ; and the Lord saw it, and it dis- 
pleased him, that there was no judgment. Isa. 
fix, 14. 



pnifiruing the oocnpation of courting and marrying mulatto 
women, and selling them as slaves. 

** From the best information ^that I have had opportuni- 
ties to collect, I am fully convinced that there are at this 
time, within the jurisdiction of the United States, several 
thousands of legally free people of color, toiling under the 
yoke of involuntary servitude, and transmitting the same 
fate to their posterity." — Portraiture of Dom. Slav. ^c. by 
Dr. J. Torry. 

22. Maketh himself a prey. It is so common for men 
generally to practice iniquity, that he who repents and for- 
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23. Cast ye up, cast ye up, prepare the way, take 
up the stumbling block out of the way of my people. 
Isa. Ivii, 14. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Crod "has pronounced the bitterest of woes upon all 
such as are concerned in stealing men^ — and upon 
' all such as use fhe labors of their species unthout 
wages, 

1. For among my people are found wicked men ; 
they lay wait, as he that setteth snares ; they set a 
trap, they catch men. Jer. v, 26. 

JM I - I — - 

Bakes it, becomes a prey, a by- word, and a reproach among 
his neighbors. The Rev. J. D. Faxton, formerly minister 
of a congregation at Cumberland, Va. in right of his wife, 
was a slaveholder. But having with his pious companion 
become convinced of the sin of enslaving the human spe- 
cies, he repented of his error, and set his slaves free. He 
very soon after became a prey to the ill-will of those whose 
sins his conduct reproved, and was accordingly reproached 
and dismissed from his people. 

A writer in the Christian Advocate and Journal, a reli- 
gious paper published at New York, stated, not long since, 
that the Rev. Dr. Coke, one of the first bi^ops of the Me- 
thodist Episcopal church, said and preached so much' 
against the sin of slavery,^ at the South, that it was thirty 
years before the enslavers, whom it irritated, ceased to re- 
proach the Dr. and the people with whom he was connected, 
on this account ! This was said to show the impolicy of 
preaching against slavery at the present day ! 

1. They set a trap; they catch men. The Rev. G. 
Bourne, who resided some time in Virginia, remarks con- 
cerning the ^^mart'catchers** and their " traps'* in this coun- 
ttyaa *"" 
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" Nothing is more oommon than -for two of these white 
partners in iniquity, Satan-like, to start upon the prowl, 
and if they find a free man upon ^e road, to demand his 
certificate, (a certain writing which all free colored people 
at the' South must have with them, or be deemed and taken 
for slaves) tear it in pieces "or secrete it, tie him to one of 
their horses, hurry to some jail, while one whips the citizen 
along as fast as his horses can travel. There, by an under, 
standing with the jailer, who shares in ihe spoil, all possi- 
bility of intercourse with his Iriends is cut off. At the earli- 
est possible period, the captive is sold to pay the felonious 
claims of the law, brought through jiigglery hj this trio of 
nian.stealers ; and then transferred to some of their accom. 
plices in iniquity, who fill every part of the Southern States 
with firaud, rapine and blood.'* 

Dr. Torry, before mentioned, describes another kind of 
** trap" by which thousands of poor souls have been " caught" 
'in this land of Christians ; he says : — " They have lately, 
(this was in 1817,) invented a method of attaining their ob- 
jects through the instrumentality of the laws. Hatmg se- 
lected a suitable free colored person, to make a pitch upon, 
the conjuring kidnapper employs a confederate, to ascertain 
the distinguishing marks of his body, and then claims and 
obtains him as a slave, before a magistrate, by describing 
those marks, and proving the truth of his assertions by his 
'well instructed accompKce." 

And here is another ; it is given by a member of the Lane 
Seminary, and it may be relied upon as a correct reprefSent. 
ation of scores of similar " traps" which are set in many 
other parts of the nation. He says : — 

" A member of this institution, recently visiting among 
the colored people of Cincinnati, entered a houi^ where was 
a mother and her little son. The wretched appearance of 
the house induced the visiter to suppose that the husband of 
the woman must be a drunkard. He inquired.of the boy, 
who was about two or three years old, where his father was ? 
He replied, * Papa stole.* The visiter seemed not to under- 
stand, and turning to the mother, said, * what docs he mean V 
She then related the following circumstances. About two 
years ago, ono evening her husband was sitting in the house, 
when two men came in, and professing great friendship, per- 
suaded him, under some pretence, to go on board a steam- a 
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2. They are waxen fat, they shine ; yea, they 
overpass the deeds of the wicked ; they judge not 
the cause, the cause of the fatherless, yet they pros- 
per ; and the right of the ntipdy do they not judge. 
Jer. V, 28. 

3. For if ye thorouglily amend your ways, and your 
doings ; if ye thoroughly execute judgment between 
a man and his neighbor ; if ye oppress not the 
stranger, the fatherless and the widow, and shed 
not innocent bipod in this place ; then will I cause 
you to dwell in this place, in the land that I gave to 
your fathers, forever and ever. Jer. vii. 6. 

4. Oh that my head were waters, and mine eyes 
a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and night 
for the slain of the daughter of my people. Oh that 
I might leave my people, and go from them ! for they 
be all adulterers, an assembly of treacherous men. 
Jer. ix, 1. 

■ > 

boat, then lying at the dock, and bound down the river. 
After some nesitation he consented to go. She heard no- 
thing from him after this, for more than a 3^ar, but supposed 
he had been kidnapped. In the spring of 1833, Dr. , 

of Cincinnati, saw him and recognized him, in a drove of 
slaves at Natchez, Miss., and in a conversation which he 
held with him, he learned that the negro had been driven 
about from place to place, since he was decoyed from home, 
by the * soul-drivers,* — had been bought or sold two or three 
times, and once had been immured within the walls of a jail 
for safe kecpmg.*' And see the 18th note in the preceding 
chapter, where other kinds of *• man-trap8»» are described, 
and by which the free and unoffending citizens of this Re- 
public arc caught and enslaved, 

4,. They be all adulterers. And in view of the crimes of 
tiu8 nature, which are fostered, legalized, and perpetuated 
hj the slave system, with what propriety may one adopt the 
IftDgamge of this text ? Take the following as evidence upon 



AGAINST SLAVERY. 67 

5. Thus saith the Lord, Execute judgment in the 
morning, and deliver him that is spoiled out of the 
hand of the oppressor, lest my fury go out Ifte fire, 
and burn that none can quench it, because of the 
evil of your doings. Jer. xxi, 12. 

this poiDt ; in reading these facts, the reader will sec, per. 
haps, the reasons why we are so often desired by the pro> 
slavenr party not to touch this " delicate subject.** 

*( There is one feature of this nefarious traffic, (the Do- 
niestic Slave Tn^de) which no motives of dehbacy can in. 
duce me to omit mentioning. Shall we conceal the Imth, 
because its revelation will shock the finer sensibilities of the 
soul, when by such concealment wc shut out all hope of 
remedying an evil which dooms to a dishonored life and to 
a hopeless death thousands of the females of our country ? 
Is this wise ? Is it prudent ? Is it right ? I allude to me 
fact that large numbers of female mulattoes are annually 
brought up, and carried down to our southern cities, ana 
sold at enormous prices for purposes of private prostitution. 
This is a fact of universal notorietjr in the south-western 
States. It is known to every 8oul.dnver in the nation. And 
is it so bad that Christians may not know it, and, knowing 
it, apply the remedy ? In the consummation of this name, 
less abomination, threats and the lash oome in, where kind 
promises and money &il. And will not the mothers of 
America feel in view of these facts ?** — [H, B, Stanton.] 

** The law does not recognize marriages among daves, so 
as to clothe them with the rights and immunities, which are 
given to this State, among citizens. The owner of either 
Nparty may, the neart day, or hour, break up the connection 
in any way he pleases. In fact, these connections have no> 
protection, and are so often broken up by sales, and trans-, 
fers, and removals, that they are by the slaves often called* 
* taking up together.* The sense of marriage fidelity must 
be greatly weakened, if not wholly destroyed by such a state 
of things. The effect is most disastrous. 

*♦ But there are other circumstances which deserve our 
notice. What effect is likely to be produced on the morals 
of the whites, from having about them, and under their 
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6. Thus sailh the Lokd, Execute ye judgment 
and righteousnesB, and deliver the spoiled out of 
the hand of the oppressor ; and do no wrong, do 
no violence to the stranger, the fatherless nor the 
widow, neither shed innocent blood in this place. 
Jer. xxii, 3. 

absolute authority, female sUree who are deprivedof the 
atrongest motiveB to puri^, and ezpoeed to peculiar tenpta. 
tioDi lo opponte conduct 1 The conditioo of female Atim 
umch, that promiBes aud thieateningB >nd managemeit 
can hardly fitil to conquer them. Thejr are entirely depead- 
eut on their master. They have no waj to mak§ a ahQ- 
ling to pnicuie any article they need. Like all poor people, 
they are fond of nueiy, aud nigh to imitate those who arc 
aboTe them. What, now, are not prBsents and kind treat- 
ment likely to efisct on such personeJ And the fact that 
their children, shoold they have any through such inter- 
course, may expect better trealmcDt from bo dgbt relations, 
may haie its influence. That the vice prevails to a most 
shameful extent, is proved from the rapid< increase of mo- 
latloee. Oh, how many have fallen belore this temptation ; 
so many, that it has almost ceased lo be a shame to falU 
Oh, haw many parents may trace the impiety and licen- 
tiausness and shame of their prodigal sons, to the tempta- 
tions found in the female slaves of their own or their neigh- 
bors' households '. And many a lovely and excellent woman, 
confiding in vows of aifectiun and fidelity, truslinc to her 
power over her devoted lover, has, after uniting her fate 
with his, and giving him all that a woman has ts givs^ 
fbund, when loo late, how incorrigible are those habits or 
roving desire fonned in youth, and kept alive by the temp- 
tations and facilitiea of the slave system. 

«Now, when we read the repeated declarationa, that 
'fornicators and ndalierert ahallnot inherit the Hngdomof 
Ood' and call lo niiiid the teachings of our Lord, that ^1 
intercourse bL'tnccn the seiCB, eicept what taken place bc- 

to those crimes ; how can we, as believers in Christianity, 
uphold a system which pre^nts thiti temptation both to the 
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7, Woe unto him that buildeth his house by un- 
righteousness, and his chambers by wrong; that 
useth his neigbor's service without wages, and giveth 
him not for his work. Jer. xxii, 13. 

bond and free, and yet escape a participation in the guilt ?'' 
— [Rev,, J, D, Paxton,] 

*^Again, slayes, in consequence of the manner in which 
they are raised, are generally prone to vicious indulgences, 
and many of them are exceedingly profligate ; their mas. 
tor's chilcuren often mingle with them, and not only witness 
their vicious practices, but also listen to their lascivious con- 
vcrsation, and thus from infancy they become fkmiliarwith 
almost every thing wicked and obscene. And this, in con- 
nection with easy access, becomes a strong temptation to 
lewdness. Hence it often happens that the master's chil. 
dren practice the same vices which prevail among his slaves ; 
and even the master himself is liable to be overwhelmed by 
the floods of temptation. And in some instances the father 
and his sons are involved in one common ruin ; nor do the 
daughters always escape this impetuous fountain of pollu. 
tion. Were it necessary, I could refer you to several in- 
stances of slaves actually seducing the daughters of their 
masters ! Such seductions sometimes happen, even in the 
most respectable slaveholding feimilies."— -[IZeo. John 
Rankin.] 

Other testimonies of a similar kind, and from the most 
credible persons residing in the slave States, might be 
given, were it necessary. Perhaps the reader is aware how 
often we have been told, by the pro-slavery party, that, to 
abolish the slave system, would lead to an amalgamation of 
the whites and blacks of this country ! The persons who 
make the above objection, however, against the anti-slavery 
movements of the present day, do not seem to feel any 
groat repugnance against the ** amalgamation" described 
in the above extracts, which now prevails to such an alarm- 
ing and disgraceful extent at the south and west. 

7. Woe unto him that useth his neighbor's services without 
wages. And bow could there be a more faithful description 
of tlic slaveholding which prevails in this country that is 
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8. But thine eyes and thine heart are not bat 
for thy covetousness, and for to shed innocent 
bloody and for oppression, and for violence to do iU 
Jer. xxii, 17. 

9. And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye 
shall search for me with all your heart. And I will 
be found of you saith the Lord ; and I will t«rn 
away your captivity, and I will gather you from all 
the nations, and from all the places whither I have 
driven you, saith the Lord. Jer. xxix, 13. 

10 Now when all the princes and all the people 
which had entered into the covenant, heard that 
every one should let his mgui-servant, and every one 
his maid-servant go free, that none should serve 
themselves of them any more, then they obeyed and 
let them go. Jer. xxxiv, 1^0. 

11, But afterward they turned, and caused the 
servants and the handmaids, whom they had let go 
free, to return, and brought them into subjection for 
servants and handmaids. Ter. xxxiv, 11. 

12. Therefore thus saith the Lord ; ye have not 
« ■ 

found in this passage of Scripture ? Nor does it invalidate 
this remark, to say that the prophet did not have this sys* 
tem in his mind when he uttere d these words ; who knov>s 
that he did not ? The truth is, there is not one sin of any 
kind, committed at the present day, which is more directly 
and explicitly described in the language of the Bible, than 
the sin of slaveholding is in this text ; — ^not one ! Who 
builds his house by wrong, by the fruits of another's labor ? 
— the enslaver of the human species. Who uses his neigh- 
bor^s seniices without giving him wages in return ? Who 
compels his neighbor to toil from day to day, and from year 
to year, without giving him wages for his work ? — the 
SL4VEHOLDBB ! And, reader, what does the infinite God say 
concerning such in this text ? 
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hearkened unto me, in proclaiming liberty, every 
one to his brother, and every man to his neighbor ; 
behold I proclaim a liberty for you saith the Lord, 
to the sword, to the pestilence, and to the famine. 
Jer. xxxiv. 17. 

13. Thus saith the Lord of hosts. The children 
of Israel, and the children of Judah were oppressed 
together ; and all tha.t took them captives held them 
fast ; they refused to let them go. Their Redeemer 
is strong ; the Lord of hosts is his name ; he shall 
thoroughly plead their cause, that he may give rest 
to the land. . Jer. 1, 33 — 34. 



CHAPTER IX. 

Yarious features of the slave-system, most aptly de- 
scribed in ike language of the Bible. 

1. Thus saith the Lord God, Woe to the women 
that sew pillows to all arm-holes, and make kerchiefs 
upon the head of every stature to hunt souls ! Will 
ye hunt the souls of my people, — and will ye pol- 
lute me among my people, for handfuls of barley and 

1. Will ye hunt the souls of my people ? A negro hunt is 
a common occurrence in the slave States. " When negroes 
ran away from the happiness which their masters sav they 
enjoy at homo, a. hunt is immediately set on foot. Iv Xb.e 
pursuit, with dogs and guns, there appears to be np'<, the 
least hesitation in shooting the fugitives, or tearing ^kem in 
pieces. I recollect an extract from a private letf y written 
near Edenton, N. C, two or three years ago, ^before the 
Southampton insurrection) which, among otb jt matters of 
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for pieces of bread, to slay the souls that should 
not die, and to save the souls alive that should not 
live, by your lying to my people, that hear your lies ? 
Ezek. xiii, 18. 



no great moment, mentioned that they had had * great negro 
shooting lately.^ I have heard of shooting negroes from 
trees with as little concern, and apparently with as keen a 
zest, as a northern sportsman drops a squirrel or a quail.*' — 
[D, L. Child, Esq.] 

" OccasionUly armed parties of whites go in pursuit of 
them, who make no secret of their determination to shoot 
down all that refuao to surrender — which they sometimes do. 
In one instance, a negro who was closely pursued, instead of 
heeding the order to surrender, waded into a shallow pond, 
heyond the reach of his pursuers ; refusing still to yield, he 
was shot through the heart by one of the party. This oc- 
curred near Natchez, but no notice was taken of it by the 
civil authorities ; but in this they are consistent, for the city 
patroles, or night-watch are allowed to do the same thing 
with impunity, though it is authorized by no law. 

" Another mode of capturing runaways, is by blood, 
hounds ; this I hope is rarely done. An instance was re* 
lated to me in Clairbome county, Miss. A runaway was 
heard about the house in the night. The hound was pat 
upon his track, and in the morning was fQund watching the 
dead body of the negro. The dogs are trained to this ser- 
vice while young. A negro is directed to go into the woods, 
and secure himself upon a tree. When sufficient time hae 
been allowed for doing this, the hound is put upon his track. 
The blacks, also, arc compelled to worry the hounds, till 
they make them their implacable enemies ; and it is com- 
mon to meet with dogs which will take no notice of whites, 
though entire strangers, but will suffer no black, besides the 
house servants, to enter the yard. Captured slaves are con. 
fined in jail till claimed by their owners. If they are not 
claimed within the time prescribed by law, they are sold a1 
public sale, and in the mean time are employed as acaven. 
gers, with a heavy ball and chain fastened to one of theij 
ancles." — [A. S. "Record frtr March, 183.5.] 



\ 
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2. If a man be just — and hath not oppressed any, 
but hath restored lo the debtor his pledge, hath 
spoiled none by violence, hath given his bread to the 
hungry, and hath covered the naked with a gar- 
ment ; hath executed true judgment between man 
and man, he shall surely live, saith the Lord God. 
Ezek. xviii, 5—9. 

3. Her princes in the midst thereof are like 
wolves ravening the prey, to shed blood, and to de- 
stroy souls, to get dishonest gain. Ezek. xxii, 27. 

.^ . _ . . I _ I »■ ' ■ ■■■■■■ 1 i_— ■■■ 

2. Hath spoiled none by violence. How often are wo told 
that the slaves of this country are so ignorant and degraded, 
that they are incapable of takincr care of themselves. But 
how came they thus ignorant and degraded 7 Has the great 
God created a race of human beings, and made them inca- 
pable of taking care of themselves ? If not, who has spoiled 
these human intelligences of that capacity ? Who prevents 
their instruction ? V^ho takes the fhut of their labors ? 
And will a system which spoils millions of men, women and 
children in this way, regenerate itself and restore what it has 
BO wickedly taken away ? Or will those who in any way up- 
hold this system, be the persons to fit the slaves for their 
liberty ? And how will they do this while they countenance 
and uphold slavery 7 

3. To shed blood, and to destroy souls. It is stated in the 
preamble to some resolutions introduced by Mr. Miner to tho 
House of Representatives, in 1829, that " Officers of the 
federal government have been emplovcd, and derive emolu. 
ments from carrying on the Domestic Slave Trade.** In. 
deed, the princes of this land are at the head of the slave- 

■ystcm. 

** Droves of slaves arc purchased by members of Congress, 
and conducted by themselves in person or by proxy, to their 

Suarters. An honorable senator has been seen, several hun- 
red miles from Washington, conveying a lot of slaves, pur- 
chased during liis official attendance in that city, almost to 
the very doors of the huts intended for their residence.**— 
{Letter of J. G. Bimey, Esq.] 

7 
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4. And her prophets have daubed them with un- 
tempered mortar, seeing vanity, and divining Ues 
unto them, saying, Thus saith the Lord God, when 
the Lord hath not spoken. Ezek. xxii, 28. 

5. The people of the land have used oppression, 
and exercised robbery, and have vexed the poor and 
needy ; yea, they have oppressed the stranger wrong- 
fully. Ezek. xxii, 29. 

6. They traded the persons of men, and vessels 
of brass in thy market. Ezek. xxvii, 13. 

7. Break off thy sins by righteousness, and thine 
iniquities by showing mercy to the poor. Dan. iv, 
27. 

8. He Is a merchant, the balances of deceit are in 
his hand, he loveth to oppress. Hos. xii, 7. 

9. And they have cast lots for my people ; and 
have given a boy for an harlot, and sold a girl for . 
wine, that they might drink. Joel iii, 3. 

4. Her prophets have daubed them. And whether thoee 
ministers of this land, who attempt to justify the system of 
slave-holding from the Scriptmres, do not imitate the con- 
duct of the prophets mentioned in this text, let the reader 
judge. A sLAVE-noLDiNO preacher I There is, certainly, 
something indescribably repulsive in the thought of joining 
these two employments together ! And how would the idea 
strike the reader, to contemplate Jesus Christ as an ensUfoer 
of the human species 7 How would it sound in the ear of 
a Christian, at this age of the world, to speak of St. Paul as 
a " soul-driver," or a " slave-holder ?" 

5. The peoj^leof this land have used oppression. And 
what wonaer is it, if the people become oppressors, when 
their rulers and their ministers set them the example ? 

6. Traded the persons of men. This was their sin ; they 
made merchandise of the souls and bodies of men, the same 
as many do now 1 

9. Cast lots for my people. How aptly this passaee of 
Scripture describes a part of the stave-egrstem in this land. 
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10. The children also of Judah, and the children 
of Jerusalem have ye sold unto the Grecians, that 
ye might remove them fer from their border. Be- 
hold, 1 will raise them out of the place whither ye 
have sold them, and will return your recompense 
upon your own head. Joel iii, 6. 

11. Thus saith the Lord, for three transgressions 
of Israel, and for four, I will not turn away the pun- 
ishment thereof, because they sold the righteous for 
silver, and the poor for a pair of shoes ; and a man 
and his father will go in unto the same maid, to pro- 
fane my holy name. Amos ii, 6. 

12. Let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, 
and cry mightily unto Grod ; yea, let them turn eve- 
ry one from his evil way, ond from the violence that 
is in their hands ; who can tell if Cxod will turn and 
repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that we 
perish not ? Jonah iii, 8. 

13. He hath showed thee, O man, what is good ; 
and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do 

the following extract will show. It is from the Picture of 
Slavery in ihe United States, by the Rev. Mr Bourne, be-> 
fere referred to. In accounting for the very great number 
of mulattoes which may be found upon some of the plan^ 
tiona at the south, whom he saw, he says :— ** According to 
my companion's account,' (a gentleman with whom he was 
traveling in Virginia,) there was a regular system establish, 
ed, by which it was scarcely possible for a child to be bom 
without having some appiozmiation to white, beyond that 
of the darkest of its generations ; and that, between the 
owner of the plantation and his boys, and the overseer and 
his son, and their other artificers, he presumed that soon ho 
would not have one black person upon the plantation.*' So 
true it ia, that every abomination which was ever practiced 
among men, is now fostered and perpetuated by the slave- 
system! 
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justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
thy God 1 Mic. vi, 8. 

14. Woe to the bloody city! it is all full of hes 
and robbery; the prey departeth not; the noise of 
a whip, — because of the multitude of the whore- 
doms of the well-favored harlot, the mistress of 
witchcrafts, that selleth nations through her whore- 
doms, and families through her witchcrafts. Na. 
iii, 1 — 4. 

15. Therefore the law is slacked, and judgment 
doth never go forth ; for the wicked doth compass 
about the righteous ; therefore wrong judgment pro* 
ceedeth. Hab. i, 4. 

16. Thus saith the Lord my God; Feed the 
flock of the slaughter, whose possessors slay them, 
and hold themselves not guilty ; and they that sell 
them say, Blessed be the Lord, for I am rich ; and 
their own shepherds pity them not. Zech, xi, 4. 

17. Have we not all one father? hath not one 
God created us? Why do we deal treacherously 
every man against his brother, by profaning the cove- 
nant of our fathers ? Mai. ii, 10. 

18. And I will come near to you to judgment; 
and I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, 
and against the adulterers, and against false swear- 
ers, and against those that oppress the hireling iu 
his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that 
turn aside tlie stranger from his right, and fear not 
me, saith the Lord of hosts. Mai. iii, 5. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Our blessed Saviour did as really describe and con* 
demn the sin of slave-holdings as he did the sin of 
any other practice to which men are now addicted. 

1. Blessed are the merci^I, for they shall obtain 
mercy. Matt, v, 7. 

2. Blessed are ye when men shall revile you and 
persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against 
you falsely, for my sake. Matt, v, 1 1. 

3. Whosoever, therefore, shall break one of these 
least commandments, and shall teach men so, he 
shall be called the least in the kingdom of Heaven ; 
but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same 
shall be called great in the kingdom of Heaven. 
Matt. V, 19. 

1. They shall obtain mercy. Mercy , from muericordia ; 
and this from mtBerane, pitying; and cwr^ the heart; or 
miseria cordis pain of heart It signifies that pain which 
one feels upon the sight or knowledge of another who is in 
misery, and which, leads him to the use of suitable means 
for his relief. How do the enslavers of the human species 
ihow mercy toward those whom they deprive of their liber- 
ty, and from whom they keep back the price of their labor ? 
** How shalt thou hope for mercy, rendering none T* 

2. When men shall persecute you. And does the blessing 
here pronounced upon the persecuted authorize another to 
persecute them ? It certainly does, if those precepts which 
enjoin obedience upon servants, may be quoted as a justifi. 
cation of the conduct of the enslavers who deprive them of 
thebr liberty. 

3. Whosoever shall break one of these commandments, 
••What an awful consideration is this! He who by his 
mode of actings speaking, or explaining the word of God, 
sets the holy precept aside, or explains away its force and 

7* 
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4, Therefore, if thou bring thy gift to the altar, 
and there rememberest that thy brother hath aught 
against thee, leave there thy giil before the altar, 
smd go thy way ; first be reconciled to thy brother, 
smd then come and offer thy gift. Matt, v, 23. 

meaning, shall be called least, shall have no place in the 
kingdom of Christ here, nor in the kingdom of glory above." 
[Dr. Clarke,] 

Let those ministers and members of Christian churches 
who hold their species in bondage, reflect on these feariVil 
words of imerring truth ; and when they do this, let them 
remember how much dependence is made upon their exam- 
ple by other enslavers who do not profess to love God ! And 
then let them ask themselves whether they do not break 
one of the least of Grod's commandments, with regard to 
the poor and needy, and whether they do not, in some sense, 
teach others to do the same ? 

4. Firftt be reconciled to thy brother. And how can a 
professing Christian be reconciled to a brother whom he 
violently holds in bonds? How can a believer in the truth 
of the Bible help remembering, when he approaches the 
altar of God in prayer, that every one of his poor defence- 
less slaves has aught against him ! He withholds from them 
their liberty, the greatest of all earthly blessings; and have 
they nothing against him ? He deprives them of the fhiit 
of their labor ; have tliey nothing against him ? He deprives 
the parents of their right to their own offspring ; have they 
nothing against him ? I To parts the wife from nor husband, 
and the husband from his wife ; have they nothing against 
him ? He gives his example in support of a violent and 
most wicked and cruel system of bondage, a system vrhich 
perpetuates the horrid traffic in human souls, in human flesh 
and blood ; have they nothing against him ? Has no slave 
in this land anything against such a Christian, when he 
thus gives his influence to support a system which robs and 
grinds to the very dust more than two millions of men, 
women and children ? A system which shuts from their 
minds tlie lights of Kcicncc and roligiou, a system which is 
made up of the wornt kind of theft, and vrhich defrauds the 
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5. Love your enemies, bless them that curse you 
do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
which deSpitefully use you, and persecute you. Matt. 
V, 44. 

6. Therefore, all things whatsoever ye would tliat 
men should do to you, do ye even so to them, for 
this is the law and the prophets, Matt, vii, 12. 

poor and fhendless, destroys feminine modesty, aud corrupts 
all classes in society where it prevails with every shade of 
vice and irrcligion ? In a word, if every, poor slave in this 
nation have not enough, in the sight of God, against every 
Christian enslaver of the human species, to prevent their 
prayers from being heard, unless they repent, then are these 
words of God utterly null and void, and without meaning 
to us. 

5. Love your enemies. This is one of the. most sublime 
and heavenly precepts which it was ever made the duty of 
men to obey ; and by it men may justify themselves in be. 
coming our enemies in precisely the same way that others 
justify the system of slavery, by quoting those Scriptures 
which direct servants to obey their masters. And if we are 
to love those who are our enemies and who injure us, how 
much more should the master love his slaves, who have 
been his friends^ and who have supported him in affluence 
and ease ever since he was born ? 

6. Do ye even so to them. And how could Christ have 
expressed himself more directly against slavery than he has 
done in these words ? Nor, indeed, is it easy to conceive 
that it could have been necessary for him to do so, even 
had it been possible. It is true Christ might have described 
the sin of slaveholding, and condemned it by name ; and 
so he could have described the sin of poligamy^ and the sin 
of rum-drinkingy and the sin of gamblings with many other 
sins — ^but this he did not do ; and shall we infer from this 
that all these sins are allowed by the Son of God ? 

-Now, does the enslaver of the human species do as ho 
would be done by, in keeping his fellow men in bondage ? 
And yet, how often must we bo told, that *' Christ never 
said anything against slavery /" Nothing against slavery ! 
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7. Go ye aDd learn what that meaneth, I will 
have mercy and not sacrifice. Matt, iz, 13. 

8. Jesus said unto him, Thou shall love the Lord 
thy God with ail thy heart, and with aJl thy aoul, 



when he hui laid down this rule far the eondact of all dkve. 
holden ; — All thingi whatioentr ye tondd that nun tlumld it 
to you, do yt tven to to tftem ! 

But Borelj, nothing can be more evident thu that Qura 
IB jnst u much in tlus commuid againit Blaveiy as there ia 
against theft, sdultety, or ronrder. 

7. / mil have nxrey. These woida ire quoted from I 
Sam. XV, S2, and it would •eeni that ta%aj, even at thii 
day, have to team what they mean. He oceuion npcm 
which they were at first ^ken, ahowB their meaninff to be, 
that God prefers an act of mercy shown to his needj crea- 
tures, before any act of religious wonhip ta which one 
might be called at the same time. Indeed, the tenor of the 
whole Bible proves this ; and jet, how many restnin their 
bowels of mercies towards the necessitous, and than go and 
worship God, to atone fbr their gpit in leaving andoBe their 
duty to the poor and needy. The following fbct may be 
given as a faint illustration of the propriety and consjetency 
of such a course of conduct. 

A deacon in a certain town in New England went to 
meeting one Sabbath, and left his hired man at home ; on 
returning in the afternoon from the house of God, he found 
that the man had not been at. the church as he anticipated, 
bat had retired to some part of the farm. The deacon im- 
mediately commenced searching for him, and on proceeding 
to the place where they had been engaged the day before, 
in burning wood, he found the man seated upon a log near 
a fire which lie had kindled. On the deacon's asking him 
how he came thus to absent himself from meeting, and to 
break the holy Sabbath, he replied as follows : " Why, I 
only walked out here ; and seeing the brands scattered 
around here and there, I just put them together, and then 
while (hey were burning, I thought I would ait down and 
sing a p»alm time lo take tho fiery edge off." 
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and with all thy mind. This is the first and great 
commandment. And the second is like unto it, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. Matt. 
xxii, 87. 

9. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo- 
crites ! for ye pay tithe of mint, and anise, and 
cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of 
the law, judgment, mercy and faith ; these ought ye 
to have done, and not to leave the other undone. 
Matt, xxiii, 23. 

8. Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. Do those pro- 
fessing Christians, do those ministers of the gospel love their 
neighbors as themselves, who have slaves m their families 
and upon their plantations, and the profits of whose labors 
they have been reaping for years, and who, at the same 
time, never have iiimished these slaves with a Bible, nor 
suffered them to Icam one single letter of the alphabet ? Can 
they, do they love their neighbors as themselves, while they 
withhold from them their liberty, and take from them the 
fruit of their labor ? 

It may be said, we know, that the laws prohibit their 
teaching their slaves to read the Bible ; but suppose the 
laws should forbid their praving for their slaves, or attempt- 
ing their spiritual instruction in any way ? Whom should 
we obey, God or man ? The slave States have just as much 
rifrht to prohibit, under the .penalties of fine, imprisonment, 
and death, all kinds of prayer for the slaves, as they have 
to prohibit their instruction in letters, or in a Sabbath school ; 
end every Christian might as consistently yield their sup- 
port to such a law as any do now to those laws which pre- 
vent the slaves from being taught to read the word of God. 

9. And have omitted the weightier matters of the law. 
That law of God which requires justice ^between man and 
man, and mercy to the distressed ; this law, if obeyed, would 
at once and forever annihilate slavery from our nation and 
from the world. But alas ! how many totally neglect this 
law, whUe at the same time tliey are exceedingly pimcti- 
liouB in paying tithe of mint and anise and cummin ; nor 
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10. Then shall they also answer him, saying, 
Lord, when saw we thee a hungered, or athirst, or 
a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did 
not minbter unto thee ? Then shall he answer them 
saying. Verily, I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did 
it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to 
me. Matt, xxv, 44. 

11. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 
he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the 
poor ; he hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, 
to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering 
of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are 
bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 
Luke iv, 18. 

do they seem to realize what a draw-back the sin of slave- 
holding is upon the virtues of some who might otherwise 
be what their professions would seem to signify. 

10. Ye did it not to one of the least of these my brethren. 
Hence it is indisputable, that Christ considers the srood or 
the evil which is done imto one of the least of his fbuowers, 
as actually done unto himself. Now suppose for one mo- 
ment, that slavery is not an evil ; suppose it is consistent 
and right for a Christian to buy* and sell men, women, and 
children, and hold them as his property. Is there any pro- 
fessing Christian, or any minister of me gospel who would 
deal thus with the person of Jesus Christ were he now here 
upon earth ? How does it seem to the reader, to think (A 
Jesus Christ set up at auction, bought and sold, yoked with 
an iron collar, chained, scourged, and driven to work with 
a club or cowhide ? But this is the kind of treatment which 
many of his disciples receive, and this, too, from those who 
claim to be their Christian pastors, and their brethren in the 
Lord ! And these are they who tell us, ** Christ never said 
anything against slavery !** 

11. To preach deliverance to tJie captives. Though these 
words primarily refer to the spiritual deliverance which the 
gospiii effects for sinners, who have been slaves to sin, yet 
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12. Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also 
is merciful. Luke vi, 36. 

13. Take heed and beware of covetousness ; for 
a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the 
things which he possesseth. Luke xii, 16. 

14. These things I command you, that ye love 
one another. John xv, 17. This is my command- 
ment, that ye love one another as I have loved you. 
John XV, 12. 

it is a fact that the Christian religion does tend to promote 
the civil liberties of all nations where it is permitted to ope- 
rate without restraint. Hence, in about three centuries after 
the birth of Christ, slavery was abolished throughout the 
Roman empire. Christianity has since abolished slavery in 
France, Spain, Portugal, Sweden, Denmark, Prussia, Au- 
stria, Germany, and throughout the Britirii West Indies ; 
and in a word, America is the only civilized Christian nation, 
where slavery is permitted to exist ! And yet, we are the 
people to reproach other nations for their tyrannies, and to 
boast of our freedom and our republican laws and institu- 
tions ! 

The acceptable year of the Lord. That is, the year 
of Jubilee ; as the Jews believed, their year of jubilee was 
typical of the redemption which was to oe accomplished by 
the Messiah ; and to this usage among the Jews the last 
clause of this text undoubtedly refers. 

13. Beware of covetousness. Beware of an eager, inor. 
dinate desire of that which belongs to another. • If that is 
not covetousness which leads one to take possession of the 
liberty of his innocent fellow creatures, and to use their 
services without paying them wages for their labor, what is 
it? And covetousness, the aposue informs us, is idolatry. 
Col. iii, 5. 

14. As I have loved you. And how can the system of 
slavo-holding stand in the presence of these words ? This 
is tny commandment, that ye love one another as I have 
loned you. That is, you should love one another as really 
and as shicerely in your sphere as I have loved you in mine. 
It if not doubted but that some slave-holders may covet the 
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15. God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Ghost and with power ; who went about doing 
good, and healing all that were oppressed of the 
devil. Acts x, 38. 

16. Woe unto you, scribes and pharisees, hypo- 
crites, for ye make clean the outside of the cup and 
platter, but within they are full of extortion and ex- 
cess. Matt, xxiii, 25. 



liberty and labor of the slaves enough to risk thoir lives in 
the support of a system by which they can deprive them of 
these blessings, but docs any enslaver love his slaves enough 
to lay down his life for them ? Nay, does he love them 
enough to restore to them those blessings and rights oi 
which he has so unjustly deprived them ? Let the follow- 
ing fact speak on this subject ; it was narrated by the Rev. 
M. B. Cox, late Missionary to Liberia, in one of the pubhc 
papers, soon gLftcr the event occurred. 

After the insurrection in Southampton, Va., which took 
place a few years ago, a slaveholder went into the woods 
in quest of some of the insurgents, accompanied by a faith- 
ful slave, who had been the means of saving his life in the 
time of the massacre. After they had been some time in 
woods, the slave handed his musKct to his master, inform- 
ing him at the same time, that he could not live a slave any 
longer, and requesting him either to shoot him upon the 
spot, or set him free. The master took the gun from the 
hands of the slavo, levelled it at his breast, and shot the 
faithful negro through the heart. Thus he was rewarded 
for his kindness to his master. 

IG. Full of extortion. The word here rendered extor- 
tiorif signifies the act of plunderingt rapine^ robbery, taking 
away hy force; and a better definition of slave-holding 
. could not be given, than is attached to this word. It oc- 
curs in two other places, only, in the New Testament, Luke 
zi, 39, and Heb. x, 34. 

Slaveholding, is the act by which a human being is plun- 
deied of his right to himself, it is the taking away by force 
the wife fro m fag husband, the cluld from its parent, and 
the fruit oUflhlli labor. 
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17. Which now of these three, thinkest thou, 
was neighbor unto him that fell among the thieves ? 
And he said, He that showed mercy on him. Then 
said Jesus unto him, Gro and do thou likewise. Luke 
2,36. 



CHAPTEK XI. 

T%e Apostle Paul condemns slavery, and shows thai 
slave-holding is directly opposed to the spirit and 
temper of the Christian Religion, 

1. Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that 
which is evil ; cleave to that which is good. Be 
kindly affectioned one to another, with brotherly 
love ; in honor preferring one another. Rom. xii, 9. 

1. Let love he without dissimulation. Let your tempers and 
actions correspond with your professions ; you profess to love 
your neighbor as yourself; act accordingly. But then, in 
examining these and similar passages, which bear so directly 
against slave-holding, wc should remember, that it is not 
love, merely, which demands the immediate and total abo- 
lition af slavery in all its forms ; for were love and kindness 
to be left entirely out of tlie question, the principles of equity 
and justice, if obeyed, would banish slavery from the church 
and from the world. But when the demands of justice are 
disregarded, then wc may urge the principles of that sincere 
and affectionate regard which every Christian should feel 
towards his brother. And how can one who does really love 
Grod, and his neighbor, refuse obedience to the dictates of 
these principles as they are exhibited in this, and some of 
the foUowing texts ? 
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2. Art thou called being a servant? care not for 
it ; but if thou tnayest be made free, use it rather. 
For he that ia called in the Lord, being a servant, is 
the Lord's free man ; hkewise, also, be that is call- 
ed, being free, is Christ's servant. 1 Cor. vii, 81, 



(with but one eiceptioi 
Bsrvant is JofXs,, and it 
aemant in ganerai ; or 

ther.eitherfor a limited time, or for life." Butit iatlt 
whether Hub term was ever used, either by Chrirt or any of 
tlie Apostles, to agaify one who was the entire and abaahrte 
property of another, as the slares of this Uad are held, for 
the ffillowing, among many rcasong : 

1. We know that Christ used thie word to signiiy such u 
were not, and from the facta stated in the case, they could 
not hare been the entire property of another. See Matt. 
xriii, 33 — 35. Here we have an account of a latitt, wT' 
vant, who was so much in his master's cebt, that he oom. 
manded him to be sold, and payment to be made, which 
would not have been done had he been the abBolnte property 

Slaves in Athens, who were held as the entire property of 
a master, were called iinlrai, but afUr their freedom waj> 
granted diem, they were called ioi\iti, not being like the for- 
mer a part of the master's estate, but only required to lender 
some Bmall service, such as wan required of the jifrtim. 
resident atrangtrs or alitnt, to whom in some respect* they 
were inferior. This the reader will learn by consulting Dr. 
W. Bobinson's Antiqnities of Greece, page 30 ; and Potter* 
Grecian Antiquities, Vol. I, page 18; and sec also an article 
in the Bib. Reposit<tf7, for Jan. 1835. " On Slavery in An. 
cicnt Greece." 

Now when we consider that the Attic Greek is substan- 
tially the language in which the New Testament waa writ' 
ten, it seems the Apostles must have used the word foMoct to 
signify a/reedinan, according to the anthoritiea above quot- 
ed, and not one who was the entire property of another. 

2. But it may be observed here, and once for all, that, if 
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the Apo6tle»iised the word SovXost to si^fy one who was the 
entire property of another, in the highest sense in which 
slaves were held as such among the Greeks and Romans, and 
if their directions to masters and their servants, are to be tak- 
en as a justification of the relation- which the Roman and 
Grecian laws and customs established between such, then it 
must follow that they justified everything which it authorized 
the master to da; for how could they justify the " relation** 
without justifying the parts of whicn it was composed / 
That relation authorized the master to do anything and eve. 
ry thing to the person of his slave or ** chattel** which he 
chose. He might scourge him, maim him, and even put him 
to death at his pleasure, and in doing these things he did not 
abuse this relation, but he exercised the civil rights which it 
conferred upon him. Nor indeed, was it the abuse of this rela. 
tion which the apostle forbid, when he commanded his master 
to give unto his slaves that which was just and equal, for, 
according to Dr. Taylor's " Elements of Civil Law," this re- 
lation among the Romans could not be abused in any way I 
Now it is albwed by all those who attempt to justify slavery 
from the Bible, that the Apostles did positively forbid some 
things which this relation gave every master the right to do ; 
and hence it follows, as a consequence which cannot be de> 
nied, that the Apostles did positively forbid and condemn the 
relation which aJlowed them. How could the Apostles for. 
bid theft, without condemning at the same time the law 
which allows it ? How could they condemn murder or 
adultery, without condemning at the same time, the law 
which allows and justifies these crimes. 

3. But many persons of the present day imagine, that all 
the real objections which can now be brought against hold, 
ing property in man, arise from the abuse of Sie relation 
which exists between the master and the enslaved ; this» 
however, is a very great mistake. We do not argue against 
the abuse of this relation, nor, indeed, do we found our ar. 
guments against it upon the abuses of it, nor its liability to 
be abused ; nay, it is the abuse of the relation, and its utter 
annihilation for which we contend. For this relation, it 
must be remembered, allows and justifies the master in do. 
ing what the word of God forbids, and it not only allows of 
such things, but it makes it the master's duty to do them» 



fl8 TEsnnoNT of sod 

■nilil tiiipoum a prnkltyuponhiinif heleaTssthem undone! 
Thia ri'lnlion luiki'r it thr mastci'i duty to take the fhiH of 
liin ih-iiriihiir'a lervitrt — lo crush his inind with ignorancB— 
III nri'Vi'Dl him ftnin obrying the commuid of God, which 
oblkiiati'* all mm lo anrcli the Holy ScripturoB. Muij 
ulhrr ihinflK Ihu ■' loUlion " t«T>i the mister may do, and 
lhr*> and manr oiIiot wirkcd lliiiifra it saystiie master miwl 
du, and in Jkme thmt ho iW* Dot abaneihe relation, but he 
/u{nV« it .' aiu) if he fUBIs it. as the law mokes it his daty 
111 (III. hf div* all in hia )uiriT to opjiivsa and cnish the im. 
niivlal iiiiiiJ wi one at lii-Hra intvlli(;ent cccatureB, and bo 
braiilliiiiii'Utioii t«TliMt!cd and (AK-yed. its influence iroes 
hi wnd him di>w:i lo the miioTips nf ah rtenial hell. Hence 
wc aar. ilut ih.> ri'laiiitn i» inahim in se, co far aa any rcU- 
liiiii eaii N' which tn<d ha* C^rlndJi'n : and it seemH not a 
litlU' rvmarkaUc. that thono who qnote pawapes from the 
New Teatanwnl ti> show that the Apostli'? jostified this re- 
laiiiin, *L\m ni-ver lo have imagined, tint it belonfred to them 
III show how (lie .Vp>>stle« could condemn the fruit of thia 
ivlalUm, and yet tt.>t condemn ihr relation itself. And this 
vvrry man i4li>uld d.i. hcfoir he attomp^i to joslily this rela' 
(iuii from anything whirhthe Apo#l]c« hare nid concetning 
any wtto may iKowiMr hare held it. 

Hilt ereu adiuitlini; that the fft>\si of whom the Apostles 
■pfak. ill the liillowini! pasmres. were held as the properly 
ol' their masters, even Ihb relation is condemned, as tho 
R-ader will sec. 

" It h«4 bem sometimes said that the ' JVeip Tritameitt 
>tora Hot iiiHilrmn tliiMlu^dins in fx/n-eim tfrim.' And the 
prsi'iior lias been advocated, bccautw it hzx not been thus 
denoniii-cd. If thin assertion were true, and if the Bible 
Onlv rirlHallfi denounced it, it would be a sin. No man can 
righteously continue a practice which God disapproves of, 
no matter in what form the disapproval in expressed. Bnt 
tlie niwcrtion is not true. Tho New Testament does con- 
demn slaveholdini;, aspraetised among us, in the most ex- 
plicit torins famished hythn languai^ in which tlic inspired 
penmen wrote. If a, physician, after a miniito cxaminatioDi 
•hould tell a patient tliat his every limb and orcan was dis. 
•"ed — if ho should onumctate tho various parts of his bodi- 
ly system, the arms, the legs, the head, the stomach, the 
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bowels, &c., and should say of each one of these pafts dis- 
tinctly that it was unsound ; could the man depart and say, 
* After all, I am not diseased ; for the physician has not said 
in express terms that my body is unsound ?* Has he not re- 
ceived a more clear and express declaration of his entirely 
diseased condition, than if he had been told in merely gen- 
era! terms that his body was unsound ? Thus has God con. 
demned riavery. He has specified the parts which compose 
it, and denounced them, one by one, in most ample and un^ 
equivocal form. In the English language we have the term 
servant, which applies indiscriminately lK)th to those held in 
voluntsury subjection to another, and to those whose subjec 
tion is involuntary. We have also the term slave which is 
applicable exclusively to those held in involuntary subjec 
tion. The Greek language had a word corresponding ex. 
actly in signification with our word servant ; but it had none 
that answered precisely to our term slave. The words 
oiketes, andrapodon, are those which most nearly corres. 

S>nd, in the idea which they present, with our word slave, 
ut oiketes properly signifies a domestic ; and andrapodon, 
one taken and enslaved in war. The inspired writers could 
not have denounced our sort of slavery, by using either of 
these words. If they had forbidden us to hold oiketai, they 
would have forbidden us the use of all domestics — if they 
had forbidden us to hold andrapoda, they might have been 
interpreted as forbidding our use only of such slaves as had 
been taken and enslaved in war. How then was an Apostle, 
writing in Greek, to condemn our slavery 7 Could it be 
done in the way in which some seem to think it must be 
done, before they will be convinced of its sinfulness? How 
can we expect to find in Scripture the words *' slavery is 
sinful,'' when the language in which it is written contained 
no term which expressed the meaning of our word slavery ? 
Would the advocates of slavery wish us to show that the 
Apostles declare it to be unchristian to hold servants 
(douloi) ? This would have been denouncing, as criminal, 
practices far different from slaveholding. But inspiration 
taught the holy penmen the only correct and efficacious 
method of conveying their condemnation of this unchristian 
^tem. They pronounce of each one of those several 
things which constitute slavery, that it is sinful ; thus clear. 

8* 
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!y and forerer denouncing tho BysUm, wbereiw it might 
appear, and whatever name it miglit aBsume. If a wiitet 
should take up each part of our Federal Conatilulion sept, 
ratelj, and condemn it article by artiele, who would have the 
folly to assert that, after all, be had not expreitly eondemtitd 
the Cmwtituiton."— [Synod of Kontncky,] 

a. Care not for it. That is, do not let this hinder yon 
from accepting of BalTation irom the hand of God, Bitif 
thoJi maysgt bemadtjree^ use itrathfT. 

The following romarkfl on this passage, I belieye, am from 
the pen of tho Rev. Beriah Green : 

1. In his letteita the Corinthian Chmch, the ApoBtie Paul 
addressed himself freely to seivanls. Would the abetton 
and supporters of American slavery allow him such a pri- 
vilege ? 

2. He teaches them to rise, if possible, to a state of Iree- 
dam. Would the abettors and supporters of American 
slavery permit him to impress such a lesson on iheir slaves t 
Woold Ihej not rather brand him as a fanatir ; reproach' 
him as an incendiary ; inflict upon him the pcn:i!ty of Lynch 
law? 

3. He teaches them to regard themselves as entitled la 
the benefits of freemen— and freemen of the moat dignified 
and cialted character. Would the abettorand supporter of 
American slavery allow his slave to listen to such lanjjuage ! 
No fears would be have, that they might fall out with their 
chains, pnt on aire, and get above their proper places 7 

4. He charges them, by all the regard they had for their 
Redeemer, " to refuse to be the servants of men." Strong 
and startling language 1 Would the abettorand supporter 
of American slavery permit such an cshortalion to fall 
upon the open ears of his slave ? Would ho not regard it 
as subversive of the system by which they are held in bonds T 

As they ^alue tho blood which was shed for their rs. 
demption, they may not be " the servants of men r And 
this language cveir servant must interpret for himself! 
Might ho not regard it asa warrant to cast away his fcttersJ 
Will the abettor and supporter of Amerieah slavery pormtt 
his vassals to try their skill at exposition on this pasaagsl 
If not, perhaps he would consent to hear father Flalt, t 
German c^mmcntalor of c.tcellent ppirit and high repat»- 



AGAINST SLAVERY, 91 

8. Ye are bought with a price ; be not ye the 
servants of men. 1 Cor. vii, 23. 

4. Charity suffereth long and is kind; charity, 
envieth not ; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puff- 

tion, explain it. I have ventured to translato a paragraph, 
in, which he offers his views of its meaning. " Be not such 
servants of men, that ye cannot at the same time be the 
freemen of the Lord. Be not the slaves of men, who would 
force upon you wronpf opinions : 1 Cor. i, 12 ; Col. ii, 8, 
who would use you as the means of gratifying their pas- 
sions, or of accomplishing their selfish objects : 1 Cor. vii, 
23. Do nothing which is contrary to your dignity or to 
obedience to God from sinful compliance to others or from 
fear.** For the benefit of southern booksellers, who may 
be anxious to enrich their stalls with this book, I give its 
title : " Vorle sungen ueber die beyden Briefe an die Corin- 
thicr:' 

It is very certain that the Apostle required servants to 
prefer death to obodionco to such injunctions as might hin- 
der their progress in the Christian life. Whatever might 
contribute to enlighten their minds and quicken their con- 
sciences and increase their usefulness, they were eager to 
lay hold of — and this, at whatever expense. The master, 
who would cripple or embarrass, or discourage them in so 
doing, they must resist, and resist at the hazard of their 
lives. This clearly is the doctrine which the Apostle Paul 
requires them to receive. 

Southern t3rrant8 have their reasons for withholding their 
Bible from the slave. It is most manifestly and irrecon- 
cilably against the oppression they practice. They would 
bum it over a slow fire sooner than put it into the hands of 
their bondmen. Thoir impudence is only equalled by their 
hypocrisy, in blasphemously pretending that such a book is 
fnendly to oppression. With this pretence upon their lips, 
they make laws to prevent their slaves from reading it ! 
What do tliey fear? That it will make these wretched men 
too well pleased with thoir condition ? No. They know 
that it would light up in their bosoms such a flame as the 
waters of the Mississippi could not quench. 
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ed up, doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not 
her own, is not easily provoked^ thinketh no evil. 
1 Cor. xiil, 4. 

5. Charity beareth all things, believeth all thmgs, 
hopeth all things, endureth all things. 1 Cor. xiii, 7. 

6. For, brethren, ye have been called unto liber- 
ty, only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, 
_ J — . • 

4. Seeketh not her own. The love of God leads all who 
possess it to seek for the highest possible good of all with 
whom they have to do. " But," says one, ** it is the highest 
possible good of the slave that I should keep him in slaveij, 
because, if I were to set him free, he would soon fall into 
the hands of another master, who might not treat him as 
well as I do." Now, admitting this to be true, in any given 
case, it would not, and could not follow from it, that the 
slave should not have his rights restored to him. That 
which might be the greatest possible good to one individual 
slave, might, at the same time, be the greatest possible in- 
jury to the whole of the slave population as a class. And, 
besides, does it follow, because another will rob my neighbor 
of his liberty and the fruit of his labor, that therefore I 
ought to do it, because I think I can do the work more 
mudly and Christian-like than he can ? If, as il is some* 
times thought, a Christian ought to hold his species in 
bondage, because if he does not do this they will become 
slaves to another master worse than he, then docs it not 
follow, that Christians, ministers, legislators, and the very 
best men in the nation, should take the management of aU 
the theatres and gambling houses in the country into their 
hands ? Should they not do all the murdering, thieving, 
and highway robbery in order to have it done respectably, 
Christian-like, and in the mildest and best manner possible ? 
If they do not do these things themselves, you know bad 
men will ! 

5. Endureth all things. But many professing Christians 
do not possess enough of this heavenly virtue to enable them 
to bear the contumely which they fear would be cast upon 
them, were they to do justice to those whom they have 
wronsred ! 
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but by love serve one another. For all the law is 
fulfilled in one word, even in this, Thou shall love 
thy neighbor as thyself. Gal. v, 13. 

7. I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech 
yoo, that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith 
ye are called, with all lowliness and meekness, with 
long-sufiering, forbearing one another in love. Eph. 
iv, 1. 

8. And be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake 
hath forgiven you. Eph. iv, 32. ' 

6. By love serve one another. You have been made free 
from the ceremonial law and from sin by the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, and now it becomes your duty to' serve one another, 
for in this way you are to fulfil the law of God. The Greek 
word, we have seen, which signifies a servant or slave, is 
iovXoit and from this word we have the one in the text, 
which is rendered serve; ^vXe^ere, serve, in the performance 
of Christian duties, to one another. Hence it is the duty 
of every man professing the Qiristian name, in this sense, 
to become the servant of those whom he holds in bondage ; 
this is the kind of servitude which is advocated in the 
Chrit*tian Scriptures ; and, accordingly, the Bible informs 
UB that Joshua was the servant of Moses, Elisha was the 
servant of Elijah, and St. Paul, St. Peter, and the other 
Apostles were servants of Jesus Christy and Christ was the 
servant of God. 

7. Lowliness and meekness. How does the idea of meek- 
neas and Ciiristian humility agree with that of a soul-driver 
or slave-holder ? 

8. Kind — tender-hearted. And many slaveholders think 
they are so, because they are not so cruel and hard-hearted 
towards their slaves as some others. But how very kind, 
how tender-hearted one may be in comparison with another, 
when both of them withhold from you your personal liberty 
and take from you the fruit of your labor, it may not, in- 
deed, be very easy to telh However, that there are slave, 
holdersy soul^drivers, and dealers in human souls, who may 
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9. Servanta be obedient to them that ore your 
maatera, according to the deah, with fear and trem- 
bling, in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ. 
Knowing, that whatsoever good thing any man 
doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord, wheth- 
er he be bond or free. Eph. vi, 6. 

10. And ye masters, do Ihe same thing unto 
them, forbearing threatening ; knowing that your 
Master also is in Heaven ; neither is there respect, 
of persons with him. Eph. vi, 9, 

11. Let nothii!^ be done through strife or vain- 
glory ; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem 
other better than themselves. Phil, ii, 3. 



be called kind, and tender.hesrted, and ChririiutB, when 
compared with others who might be named, no one will 
pretend to deny. O that the; were kind and tender-hearted 
enoQgh to restore to their poor elavea the righta of which 
thsj havesa nnjustlf defrauded them '. 

9. Bt obedient to them that are yavTTnattert. Thiaiithe 
language which all abolitioniBts at the present day would 
use, were they berraitted to have access to the slaves of this 
land. We could but enjoin it upon them to be patient and 
faithful. Our labor for theii freedom is with God, aad thoM 
who oppress them. 

10. Do the lame things unlo them. Here is tbe rule for 
the masters i and bow soon their slaves wouhi " go free" 
were it tobe faithfully obeyed 1 No doubt the slaTeaal.the 
south often hear their duties explained and enforced from 
the above, and some of the following pass^es In (Ms chap- 
ter ; bat it is not so evident that the duty of the master is 
as often enforced from this and similar texts. 

11. Better than themgelvet. The natural tendency of 
slavery upon the minds of the enslavers, is to lead them to 
think Ihemaelvea belter than others ; thus the spirit of the 
gospel is reversed and counteracted. See the testimony of 
President Jefferson to thia point, chap, vi, p. 69, 
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12. Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, 
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever thin^ are 
ust ; whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever tilings 
ire lovely, whatsoever things are of good report ; 
f there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, 
hink on these things. Phil, iv, 8. 

13. Masters, give unto your servants that which 
9 just and equal ; knowing that ye also have a Mas* 
er in Heaven. Col. iv, 1. 

12. Think on these things. For all of them arc required 
y the gospel which you profess to love. But is there any- 
hing which is agreeable to the principles of unchangeable 
nd eternal truth in slavery ? Is there any honesty in it % 
nd purity ? anything lovely, or of good report in the sys- 
3m, when ** stripped of its abuses V* Then should we think 
f it, — ^we should defend it and pray for its continuance, 
leader, perhaps you may have heard some one attempt to 
istify the system of slavery from the Bible, but did you 
ver hear any Christian or Christian minister pray for its 
ontinuance and prosperity ? And why not ? If it is right, 
r it is just, if it is consistent, why not pray for it to pros, 
er and continue as long as the world endures ? 

13. That which is just and eqttal. We have before seen 
hat upon the supposition that the masters to whom the 
Lpostles gave this and similar directions, held their servants 
B tlieir property ** to all intents and purposes whatsoever," 
hen it must follow that this and similar commands must 
lave been understood as a virtual condemnation of that 
• relation '* which this right created between them ; but no 
elation is condemned in these passages which does not al- 
ow the things which are hero and elsewhere forbidden ; 
lence, if the right of property in man were to ccaso this 
noment throughout this nation, there would be the same 
lecessity for tlie commands and directions which are laid 
lown in the New Testament for the instruction of servants 
ind their masters ; and if all masters do now obey this com- 
nand of God towards their servants, they will pay them for 
heir labor, and instruct them and prepare them as far as it 
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w ilk Ihetr power to ilo it, foi nsefulnen in the worid. Tkej 
will i-vWK li> haitt them >b propetty, uid oompel no odb to 
work fui hint KiEBilmt hie will. " But the laws wilt not nif. 
fer me to du this ; 1 muBt obcythe laws." What ! mnt 

Eiuubey thoee laws which contnvene the laws of God! 
»1 the prophet Daniel do eo, when the gavemment when 
ho livi-ilpaaed t U.w, under a severe penalty, lliathe ihoold 
not iiray lo the God of Huaven 7 

Jfatt when Daniel inne that tht teriliag aaa tigntd, he 
went iitta Am hoatit; and hit leiiufaiDf being aptn m hit 
chambrr toiearda JtrutaUm, he kneeled upon ii» knea thrtt 
timet a day, and prayed, onri gave thanks before hit Gad, at 
he did aforetinie. Dan. Ti, 10. It iB roally loo plain to need 
illUBtrstion, that if it would now bo wrong for any of the en- 
atavore to disobey the laws oC the States where they lire, 
which forbid them &om instiucting the : ':vcb to read ths 
word of God, and from paying ttiom for their tabor, then it 
was wrong for Daniel to pn^ to the God of Heaven as he 
did, and it was also wrong, Jor his companions to refuse to 
worahip the golden image which the king ha.d set up ; and it 
was wrong atso for the Apostles to " preach Christ snd ths 
rceurrcction," after thoy had been forbidden by the mlers, and 
Bcoui^ed for eo doing. See Acts iv, 19, and t, 29. 

The following remarks on this passago are well worthy of 

MaBtcts, give unto your BarrantB that whicli is jiiti and 
equal— Coi. iv, 1. To dikaion kai ten isoteta — parccheslhe. 
Itapart jaelicr. and equity to your eervantt. Tlic first word 
in tbo original rendered jastice, ia a legal term, and most 
refer to eomo law, rate, or usage. When «c say a thing it 
juxt, we immediately compare it in our minds to some stand- 
ard. Now what is the standard in this case 7 

1. /( cannot refer to any tlaee code, specifically revealed 
from Heaven far the trovcmment of slaves as a distinct clan 
from ireo men ; because no such specific code can lie found 
in llio Bible. Tlio precepts of (ho New Testament are given 
to the wholo race, without granting eiclusivo privileges to 
any one class in particular, and arc all founded on the priDr 
ciples of Babstantial equity tb every individual. 

3. If the word in qucBtion referred to any law or nsage of 
dkvea amonj; heatliens it must refer to that which was iD 
fnotioe at the time and in tho conntry in which the Apostle 
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te. Bj both law uid mage of the Greeks and BomaiiB, 
asters irere permitted to torture iheir slaves, to starTB 
n, to beat them to death, and even to throw them into 
tSih ponds, to give an epieorian flavor to the millets 
sh they were fattening fbi their feasts." It was accord. 
to the naags of alavery, in the dajs of the Apostlcn, to 
t them as ^asta, to sell tfaem, to tiantfer or pawn them 
oodg o( chtttlols— they were deemed incapable of injury, 

could seek no redrew of wrongs under any circumstan- 
Now if the Apoatle meant that masters should only 
ro to their servants that wliich was 'joat,' according to 
usage among heathen elavea," then he must refer to the 
[D of that system, which we have described with all its 
crs. This would prove more than many of the advocates 
lavery, at the present day, require. It would pn>vo — '1, 
C the gospel sanctions the whole of the above system, 
I all its atrocities and murders. 9, That it allowed the 
innation of it ; and 3, That it actually made the ^x>ve 
•ea or lawi, the standard and pattom after which succeed- 
Christiana were to copy. Now, would it not be an in- 
to the God of justice, uidparityi to sappose that he held 
his system of Greek and Soman riave^ as the standard 
vhich the ChrisUan was to administer justico to his bro. 

mthoLordT 

1 the absence, then, of all evidence to the contrary, we 
!vc that this direction-^ve to jour servants that which 
■t — has a reference in this case, as in all others, to the 
mon law of Heaven, which commands all men, without 
nction, " to keep judgment and do justice, for God is no 
Bctcr of persons." On what authority due we say that 
standing law of God does not apf Jy to slaves T There 
I such an intimation in all the Bible. It would be making 
word of God of no effect, by your custom of tmdition, to 
m that it did not apply to uavc«. And no sophistiy con 
uado uB that we fulfil this law to them, while we keep 
( (he reward of their wages. Indeed, the idea of givinj[ 

slave a just and equal compensation for his labor, never 
} enters mto the minds of those who held thom in bond- 
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crieth,'* and hath entered into the ears of the Lord of Sab- 
aoth. 

So, then, we find, in anlyzing the first item of the master's 
duty, that the exercise of the most simple and obyious prin. 
ciples of justice would necessarily subvert the whole system. 

Second item in the master's duty : — Give unto jour ser. 
yants that which is equal. The word iwteta si§rnifies equal- 
ity — ^parity ; and, according to Donegan, an equality of po- 
litical rights and privileges. This is a relative term, and 
must relate to some person, class, or grade in society. The 
master must give equal to something. What is this to which 
he must give equal ? 

1. It cannot mean that Christian masters were only to give 
their servants that which would come up to, or was equal to 
that which the heathens gave theirs. This we have already 
disproved, and the supposition itself would be preposterous 
to every Christian. 

2. It cannot mean what was equal to the condition of some 
inferior grade or caste, distinct from other men who were 
not under the general law of God, because none such is des- 
cribcd in his word. The Brahm'..^, more consistent than 
some Christians, assert that some whole races, or castes, are 
made by the Almighty to serve, and others to govern ; but 
the Bible asserts, on the contrary, all to be members of one 
groat family, and to stand in the relation of substantial equal, 
ity to each other. 

3. Wo believe that equal refers, not to what heathens 
gave their slaves, or what was given to a supposed inferior 
grade, but that it refers simply to masters themselves; — ^that 
is, that the converted master, knowing with God there was 
no respecter of persons, and that the slave was, or might be, 
a brother beloved, and equal partaker of the common benefit 
of the gospel, he was, therefore, to concede to him an equal 
ri?ht witli himse?f, to use those talents and advantages with 
wnich Heaven had endowed him. Now, by referring the 
t.erm equal to the masters, in this sense, we do not array the 
commandments of God against each other, which we are 
obliged to do upon any other supposition. And this view of 
the subject is at once consistent with the whole scope of re- 
▼elation, which regards men as standing to each other in the 
relmtion of equality. Observe, not an equality of condition. 
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bat flimplv an equality of right. In respect to condition, 
there is almost an infinite diversity ; no two are alike ; the 
one is rich, the other poor ; the one has the Aill exercise of 
his limbs, while the other was bom maimed and decrepit. 
But, as Professor Wayland observes, ** viewed in another 
light, all men are placed under ciroumstances of perfect 
equality. Each separate individual is created with precisely 
the same right to use the advantages with which Grod has en- 
dowed him. This proposition seems to me, in its nature, so 
self-evident as almost to preclude the possibility of argu- 
ment. The only reason that I can conceive, on which any 
one could found a plea for inequality of right, inust be an in- 
equality of condition. But this can manifestly create no di- 
versity of right. I may have been endowed with better 
sight than my neighbor ; but this evidently gives me no right 
to put out his eyes, or interfere with his right to derive £rom 
them whatever happiness his creator has placed within his 
power." If superiority of condition give superiority of right, 
then in every case the strong have a right to the labor of the 
weak, and of course to coerce them to perform it. But this 
is so glaringly absurd, that it reverses, at once, all our ideas 
of moral rectitude ; and this principle, if carried out in prac- 
tice, would make our whole world the arena of strife and 
battle. But this principle, so preposterous in itself, is the 
true and only spirit of slavery. Let the master " believing,** 
infidel, or otherwise, only obey one of the plainest precepts 
of Revelation or morality, to give that which is just and 
equal, and slavery with the oDservance, dies to exist no 
more. 

The third item is the master's duty— or the disposition 
with which he is to do it. And ye matters do the same things 
unto them, Eph. vi, 9 — dikaion kai ten. These words re. 
fer more to the character of the action than to the particu. 
lar things which were to be done. That is, the actions of 
the masters and servants were to partake equally of the 
same moral qualities. 

1. The servant was to act in ** singleness of heart." So 
also the master, having no sinister motives in his conduct, 
and treatment of the servant — ^having no regard to his own 
profit or pleasure, above that of the servant, much less to 
seek the one at the destruction of the other ; for he is to 
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love him as himself. He was to take no advantage of what 
the law of the land might put in his power, for he was to 
rQmembcr that they had both one master in Heaven, who 
was constantly reminding him, that with Him there was no 
respect of persons, 

2. The servant was to do the will of Grod from the heart, 
honestly and fuUy, not merely according to the letter, but 
to the spirit and intent of the command. So also the mas. 
ter. Now, the will of Grod is, that every man should be 
happy — ^that he should have the best means of pursuing it, 
and that he should have an opportunity of improving and 
elevating his moral condition. Can any one be said to do 
the will of God in the above manner, from the heart, while 
he keeps his fellow creature a prisoner for life, for every 
slave is a prisoner to a very considerable degree : while he 
gives him no'wages for his labor, and while ho dare not let 
him read the word of God, lest he should bo so enlightened 
that he could not any longer easily hold him in bondage ? 

3. The servant was to do whatsoever he did as unto the 
Lord, That is, to glorify God in his body and spirit which 
were the Lord's. So ako the master. The glory, honor, 
and cause of Grod were to be alwa,ys before him, in all that 
he did. But was it ever intended by any one to glorify 
God by holding in slavery those for whom Christ died ? Do 
such honor God ? Do such make Christianity appear love- 
ly in the eyes of the unconverted, the infidel, and heathen ? 
About thirty years ago, a slave, a Mohamedan in religion, 
was sold in the city of Charleston, and bought by a Metho- 
dist Class Leader. His master persuaded him to turn Chris- 
tian ! He asked if Christians held Christians as slaves. 
When answered in the affirmative, he replied that Moha- 
medans would not do so ; and this man, in the midst of a 
Christian country, spent a long life in the rehgion of the 
prophet, and died a Mohamedan ! IJid . the man who held 
him honor Christianity in the eyes of the heathen ? Or do 
these Christian ministers who contend for the ** rightful ex- 
istence of slavery," honor Christianity in the estimation of 
the ten thousand infidels of our land ? 

The fourth and last item in the master's duty — Forbear 
threatening. Anientes ten apeilen — unloose^ or dismiss 
threatening or coercion ; — ^the words may be so understood ; 
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fur threatonrng is the lettiDg ibrth paiiu and penalties to 
intimidate, as meaiiB to coerce one to do eomething. 

rates on its anbjecta by fear, and has not improperly been 
denominBted bntle goTemmenl ; the other opentcs not onlf 
bj feu, but appssla, eapcciallv to the coociouBnoss of right 
and wrong, in ita subjectn, and is called ralianufgoTcrnmcnt. 
In every qHCiea of slave govermnent there ii a constant 
appeal to ftar, which fair can oolf be eiciled ajid suilained 
by threatening, or tiie setting forth of paina and penalties 
in case of diaobedienco. We do not sa; that the master is 
always, or even often threatening, but we do say that this 
is always implied, and that the syatem would not maintain 
itself without thrL'atcning, coercion, and the infliction of 
corporeal punishment, the very things which its forbidden 
by the Apoatlo. 

This ia so very evident, that all candid alave-holdcrs avow 
it. Bryan Edwarda, who wrote the history of the West 
Indies, and who wae an advocate for the " rightful ezial- 
enco of slavery," aaya — ■' In oountriea where slavery ia ea- 
tabliahed, the leadini; principle on which government is es- 
tablished is fear : or a sense of that abaolulo coercive ne- 
cessity, which, havinff no choice of action, supcreedca all 
qncetion of right." A ia in vain to deny that auch actually 
is, and neceaasTily muat be, the case in all countries where 
■kvery is allowed. 

God has implanted in our nature the appropriate incen. 
tive to work, which ia the frujt of our labor ; now, whenev- 
er this ia taken away, (and slavery always taiieB it away) 
there must be aome other incentive applied, which is threat- 
ening, or coercion, the very tiling forbidden by the Apoatle. 
It ia true that in Iho case of the converted alave, from vhom 
the master has taken away the natural incentive to labor, 
the Apostle preaenta another one, which is, that they are to 
look for a remuneration of their toil diiectlv from Christ — 
TTtat they shall rcctise of the Lord — lAdt they ere tht Hr- 
eonfi of Chriit, and are to expect their wages from the 
Lord, and not from man. Thia is found to be a powerful 
moUve, and greatly mitigates the condition of the alave 
mod hence it is tliat most masters acknowledge that reli. 
giouB daves do more work than otben. The reason is ob- 
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vious : they have an incentive presented to them, better 
than fear ; but this by no means justifies the master in 
keeping back the hire of those who have reaped his fields. 

It is madness, I might say real fanaticism, to imagine 
th^t we can change the laws of mind, or invert the order of 
God. God has given to every man, of whatever nation, 
color, or condition, an instinctive desire to direct himself, 
enjoy his liberty, and the fruit of his labor ; and no system 
of man can change this constitution of our being. 

We mijrht as well suppose that all the trees of the forest, 
at our bidding, would grow horizontally with the ground, 
without the application of force to keep them down, as to 
suppose that man, canstituted as God has made him, vnll 
labor without compulsion, when the fruit of his labor is 
withheld from him. It is utter folly to deceive ourselves ; 
the element in slave-government is fear^ excited and kept 
up by " threatening," coercion, and infliction of pain — the 
very thing which is forbidden in our text. The writer of 
these remarks has been on five hundred planti^tions, and 
traveled more than nineteen thousand miles in slave-hold- 
ing countries, and thinks he never was on but one, on which 
Coercion was not in some form exercised, and this was that 

of the Hon. S. L. of O , Louisiana. This gentleman, 

having recently renounced infidelity and embraced Chris- 
tianity, became troubled on the subject of slavery, and hav- 
ing no minister of the gospel near him, who would plead 
for the «* rightful existence of slavery," or attempt to bolster 
it up with »* Scriptural arguments," he dismissed his over- 
seer, and appointed John, one of his colored men, the ma- 
nager ; and let his people work the place ' on shares. All 
was harmony. There was no coercion ; because things 
were reverting to the order which God established. During 
two years, the writer never heard the sound of a whip, or a 
cross word to one over twelve or fifteen years of age. 

Now we think, in analyzing these items of the master's 
dut^, that wo have established the position, that the duties 
which the Apostle requires from masters and slaves are such 
that if they are both carried into effect, they must necessa- 
rily Bobyert the whole system of slavery. — [Rev, Daniel De 
.] 
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14. Withal praying also for us that Grod would 
>pen unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mys- 
ery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds. Col. 
V. 3. 

15. And Paul said, I would to God, that not only 
hou, but also all that hear me this day, were both 
Llmost and altogether such as I am, except these 
K)nds. Acts xxvi, 29. 

16. Put on therefore as the elect of Ood^ holy 
ind beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humble- 
less of mind, meekness, long-suffering, forbearing 
>ne another, and forgiving one another, if any man 
Lave a quarrel against any ; even as Christ forgave 
''ou, so also do ye. Col. iii, 12. 

17. Servants, obey in all things your masters, ac- 

15. Except these bontU. It is probable that, when the 
Ipostle uttered theee words, he raised his hand or hands, 
o as to exhibit the chain with which he was bound ; for 
de word here rendered htnds, signifies a chain or fetters 
nth which a prisoner w^ confined. It seems that bondage 
ras a blessmg which the venerable Apostle did not wish 
hould descend upon others, not even his enemies ! How 
lany thousands of poor slaves-in this land, many of whom 
re membens of the Christian church, are compelled to weJEir 
lie iron manacles ; and when they pray, to stretch out their 
hained hands to God. 

«* The slaves which pass down to the southern market on 
he Mississippi river, and through the interior, suffer great 
ardships. Those who are driven down by land, travel 
rom two hundred to a thousand miles on foot. They some, 
imes carry heavy chains the whole distance. These chains 
re very massive. They extend firom the hands to the feet, 
eing fastened to the wnsts and ancles by an iron ring round 
ach. When chained, every slave cames two chains, that 
), one from each hand to each foot.** — [H, B. Stanton,] 

17. Obey in all things your masters. It has been before 
cmarked, that, if this and similar precepts may bo (\uotcd 
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cordmg to the fleah ; not with eye service, as men 
pleasers, but in singleness of heart, fearing God. 
Col. iii, 32. 

IS. For this is the will of God — that no man go 
beyond aoA defraud his brother in any matter ; be- 
cause that the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we 
also have fbrewamed you and testified. 1 Tbess. 
iv, 8. 

19. Knowing this, that the law is not made for a 
righteous n^n, but for — the lawless, — for meti<stea]> 
era. 1 Tim. i, 9. 



our forefathers Hikned agiinet God, in rebelling agaiiut Iba 
Britisb government ', and not only eo, but, that thepeopleof 
this country' have been sinning ever since, in mvntainiDf 
that independence which the; asKried ! To aach mon- 
BtrouB absurd itiee those princi[Aes lead, vrhich the enalaTen 
adopt in explaining the ScriptuTbi ao ae to favor their syi. 
tcni of oppression. 

18. Defraud hi» brothir in any matter. One person maj 
defraud another by corrupting hia wife, or childien ; or by 
taking from him the fruit of hie labor, or by withholding 
ftoiD him his persona! liberty. To what lengths the poor 
slaves of this land have been defrauded, in all these reqieoti, 
we must wait for the light of eternity to show. 

19. JUen-iiealer: But who are men .stealers ? " ThoK 
tohe carry on the traffic in hajnan Jleah arid blood ; thoK 
who ateal a person in order lo sell bim into bondaigfl ; or 
those who buy such stolen men or women, no matter of 
what color or v/hat country ; or Ihosa who bow diaaensioni 
among barbaruiia tribes, in order that they who are taken in 
war may be sold into slavery. Or the nationa who legalizt, 
or coDnive at euch traffic! all these are men-xtealers, uul 
Oodclasses them with the most flagitious of mortals." — [Dr. 
A. Clarke.-\ _. 
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" Stealers of men are all those who bring off slaves or 
freemen, or keep, sell, or buy them. To steid a fireeman is 
the highest kind of theft. The word used here, in its ori. 
ginal import, comprehends all who are concerned in bringing 
any of tiie human race into slavery, or in detaining them 
in it." — [Presbyterian Conf. of Potti.] 

** Man.stealers ! The worst of all thieves ; in comparison 
of whom highway robbers and house.ji)reakerB are innocent ; 
and men-buyers are exactly on a level with men-stealers. 
That execrable sum of all villanies, commonly called the 
slave-trade, I read of nothing like it in the heathen world, 
whether ancient or modem, and it infinitely exceeds, in 
every instance of barbarity, whatever Christian slaves suffer 
in Mohamedan countries. Libertv is the right of every 
human creature as soon as he breathes the vitiQ air, and no 
human law can deprive him of that right which he derives 
from the law of nature.'* — [Rev, J, Wesley,} 

** Men-steaJers are inserted among those daring criminals 
(see 1 Tim. i, 9, 10) against whom the law of Grod directed 
its awful curses. These kidnapped men to sell them for 
■laves ; and this practice seems inseparable from the other 
iniquities and oppressions of slavery ; nor can a slave-dealer 
keep free from this criminality if * the receiver be as bad as 
the thief.* **— [Scott] 

** A Christian buying and selling slaves ! A man who 
professes that the leading law of his life is to do as he would 
be done by, spending his time and amassing a fortune by 
buying and selling \Sb fellow-men.** — [Simpson,] 

" They who make war for the inhuman purpose of selling 
the vanquished as slaves, are really men-stealers. And they 
who encourage that unchristian tra^c by purchasing the 
slaves which they know to be thus unjustly acquired, are 
partakers in their crime.** — [Macknight,] 

And the intention to enslave men is put down as the 
same, or a similar crime by the Discipline of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. "The buying and selling [this rule 
formerly read The buying or selling] of men, women and 
children, with an intention to enslave them.**— [Di». Ch. 3, 

Sec. 1.] 

It certainly cannot make material difference as to the 
manner of one*8 coming into the possession of men, women 
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20. Let as maay servanla as are under the yoke 
count their own masters worthy of all honor, that 
the name of God and his doctrine be not blasphem- 
ed. And they that have believing masters, let them 
not despise them, because they are brethren ; but 
rather do them service, because they are faithful 
and beloved, partakers of the benefit. 1 Tini- 

vi. 1. 

21. Eihort servants to be obedient unto their own 
masters, aad to please them well in all things ; cot 
answering again ; not purloinmg, but showing all 
good fidelity ; that they may adorn the doctrine of 
God our Savior b all things. Tit. ii, fl. 

and children, whathar ho buys them or receives them from 
tnothar aa a pit, or whether he takes [lasnasBion of them 
bj virtue of their birth, if ilia his inlontion to enslave Ihem ; 
the Discipline of the M. B. Church pronoaAceB him an im- 
penitent Dinner. 

20, Worthy of all hojier. Christianity doi-8 not alter tha 
relation which \bc laws of a land causes one man to BUMain 
to another. If the laws are wrong, the only way by which 
even the CIospcl can change I)iem is, by rendering tboBS 
wIbci and bettor who make thera, and by giving those n'act 
and patience whom theae laws injure and opprCBB, Thaw 
is a difibrencc between wJiat tho hiwH of a laud require ona 
to do, and that which they compel him to sufler ; the for- 
mer may be ainful, tlie latter not. It may be the duty of 
the Blavea at the south to submit to the evils which the laws 
so unjoetly inflict apon them, and in doing this, God his 
promised to reward them, if they do it with a view to his 
(jlory ; while those who make p.nd BUpport these wicked 
laws by enalaving and oppressing their speciee, an agwn* 
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•> Tbe apoftle uldrenes Sitt thoae nrruiti, doultii, who 
« ;et nndei the jake. Here we tee a reference a.1 once 
I two cimes of aorvuits, thoH who are nnder the yoke 
id thoee who are not. The aBrraiita under the yoke us 
lubden slaveg. Hanee we nee that all BervaDts were not 
aves. He then contrastB the condition and duties of tbon 
rvanta who are under the yoke with those who have be. 
tying maiterii fivm which we infer that ihoie who were 
>t ondei the yoke were rniderBliHid of couth ai being in 
■,e hands of unbelieving iflaitcra. If the eervants of he- 
lving masters must bo yet onder the yoke, the diatinctton 
e Apostle makes i* Q.nnibiUted. Toe diatinction ia plijn- 

grouadsd on this principle, that thoae Bcrvants who had 
ilieviag masters were nu ]nafci held under the yoke » 
ives. Those who were nndor the voke, then, were thoee 
ho had heathen mistfrs. Thtit the Apostlo exhorts to 
lar their burden for Me honar of religion, and to conduct 

such ■ minnar Chat their nnbelieving masters shall not 
id even an occasion to blaspheme their religion. 

" But to the sarvante who had believing mB.sten, bis ei- 
irtation ia different, and enforced by di^rent motives. It 
>i]]d seem to be the understanding then, that when a 

sn free, to go or stay aa they choae. But the ApfWtle ex. 
rts them, on the ground of Christian lore, not to despiK 
sir old mD.stera, and hasten away from their service, bat 
remain and serve thorn voluntarily, because they have 
w become faithful brethren, and would of coorso allow 
em a reasonable share of the proUta or benefita of their 
xir. The Apoetle knew what was in man; he knew that a 
rvant who had felt the oppressions of slavery would be 
ider a strong temptation to despise the authority of a po. 
tent maater, and hasten away ftom his service as soon as 
ssible. He therefore cohorts them to a more Christian 
irit — to stay eheerfitllj, and labor in hia servies from lovo, 
eiiue the master is now a brother. Ton see this carries 
it the contrast between the servants under the yoke and 
rrvnta who had believing masters. It shows that it was 
.peeled aa a matter of course, that when a slaveholder 
<came a believer he would let his slaves go l^se, so tar aa 
I bad any anthoritj or ownership over them, and there- 
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foM tUo fonuor bIitm bto eihorted BtiU lo do tboin serrioe, 
knd to promoto thoit UitHroBtB. Hie eihort»tion to this clue 
if lo ■ do tliom Mrrioe,' which shows that Ihey were free to 
servo them or not. In the othor case, his Bxhortation refen 
tn the minner uid temper in which they should serve, 
showing that BB to tho »arTice itsoU', those who ware nndcr 
tho yoke had no option. 

■'But, it willbn caid, the Apodle calls them believing' 
deipotet, and theicfocc we mtiet infer that a man might be 
a t)clioTDC and still remain a de^tesor ataveboldor. But 
it doca not follow. The tenn detpntes, therefore, is proper 
to deicribe tho petBOn and the former relation. If we should 
say Buoh a man was a tefermod drankard, we should not 
Intend to be nndcntood thai he is a drunkard still, hot onjj 
describe his former condition. If the speaker should any 
that as nn abolitionist, he is a ctinverted slaveholder, it 
would bu a case exactly parallel. 

" It is Baid that the word tendered servant means slave; 
but it ia not so ; the word is dovlot, and it means servant 
It is true, all slaves are )icrvanta, but all servants are not 
slaves. The Apostle in the »xth chapter of Timothy, when 
lie winhca to address Christian servanlfi who were slaves, 
odd* the description ' under the yoke.' And in 1 Peter, ji, 
IS, where be is addressine the servanle of denpoies, be uses 
a different word, not daw,oi, but oii»foi— and it ought to 
rt'ad, ' Slaves, obey joiu' masters with sit respect, not only 
the iind and gooA, bnt the cruel,' 

"Tlio Ap<»t]o Paul often calls himself the Mmnt, 
lienlm, of his brsthren. Was he their slave, their property 1 
Christians caU themselves the aervants of Jesns Chrat 
Wliat is the alluBion herol Is it tu heathen slavery! 
Not at all. In Romans liv, 19, the Apostle Paul 
says, ' For to this end Christ both died and rose, and re- 
vived, that he might be Lonl both of the dead and the Uv- 
ing* — that is, that he might stand in the relation and exer- 
cise the office of a master, ijirtps. What does it meanl 
Tliat JesuB might have a right of property in them T H) 
had that before, in perfection. It is an allosion to the Jew- 
ish law of redemption. Wlien one of the younger memben 
of a family bad become embarrassed and in debt, and 
obliged to sell or rather hire himself out as a Krvant, tin 
elder hmther, or h«~^ •' ''*• '"'—■ib iiad the legal right at 
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23. Not now aa a servant, but above a servant, a 
brother beloved, especially to me, but how much 
more unto thee, both in the flesh and in the Lord I 
If thou count nie therefore a partner, receive him as 
rayself . Phil 16. 

any time lo buy Iiim out of this servitude to a stnmger, or 
tedeem him, and Ihun tic becaniQ his lord, kuriai, and was 
l>ound to employ him and furnish him with all Oiat he needed, 
tilt the day of releaee. Jesus Chriet, then, by his death and 
reBurrectioQ, acqitircd a right which he had not before, to 
be an elder hrother, and to oxert^iee this lordship, in prcpar* 
ing tbem for that enlarged and glorified state in Heaven. 
Ib there anything in this that looks like slaTeij ? When the 
AposUes and primitive Cbiietiane ealled themeelvee the ser- 
vants of Jesus Christ, and called him their Lord, there was 
something in it tiiat thrilled their tiearta. It was not the 
forbidding allusion to the idea of a slaveholder bayiug poor 
wretches in tho market as property, but Uie idea of an elder 
brother sacrificing himself to become the redeemer of his 
brelhreti. O. how I long to see this precious Bible rescued 
from (he slanders which are heaped upon it. Men, with 
their minds filled with the ideas of American slavery, per- 
fect heathenism in all its principles, undertake lo interpret 
the Bible on such principles, and they derive doctrines from 
it, from which human nature starts baoi with horror. ITiOBa 
notions are all wrong, reproachful to the Scriptures, and ex- 
ceedingly prejudicial lo Christianity itself." — [Rev. Jama 
H. Dickey.} 

33. Above a tervant, a brothtr. And if all the slaves in 
this land were to run away from their masters, there is not 
a true abolitionist in the wprld but who would consent for 
them to return again, on the conditions that they shoold be 
received and treated by their former master, aa Philemon is 
bare commanded to receive Oncsimus. It seems that Onesi- 
miu had been a servant to Philemon, and that, for soma 
eaose which is not mentioned, he left his master while in 
debt. " If he hath wronged thoe or oweth thee aught, put 
that to mine account." Bnt having been converted to God 
under the lal)cr.< of tit. Piul, iic directed him to retnrn, and 
10 
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< 33. Remember them that are in bonds, as bound 
with them ; and them which aufier adversity, as be- 
ing yourselves also in the body. Heb. xiii, 3. 



CHAPIBR XII. 

Slavehoidiitg isfiaiher thown to be a nn by others t^ 
the Apo^es^-aai we have the tatinumt/ of God, 
Ihal the tyalem shall fauiUy and uOerly come to 

1. Do not rich men oppresg you ? If ye fulfil 
the royal law, according to the Scripture — Thou 

he wrote this Epistle in ordoi to facilitate the a.d|uBtment of 
theit difficult;. But OneBimaa was not now to be received 
>■ > alave, but ■.bore a slave, as a brother beloved, even ai 
the " B.ged Apostle " hunnelf . 

23. RemenAtT thtm that are in howU. Those that are 
impriBonod for ihc testimony of Jesua, and all such as are 
kidnapped &oni their birth, and beld during their whole lives 
in an uninat and vialent bondage. Remember the lights, 
the privilegflB and bleieingB of which they are deprived ; re- 
member it is the naturU and direct tendency of the system 
which oppresseB them to keep from their undying souls the 
lights of science and religion, to crush their immortal minds, 
and shut them out of Heaven. Remember them,— feel for 
them as you would wish othen to feel for you, were you ui 
their condition ; pray for them, — pray for iLobo who oppress 
them,^4iid pray for all those wha do not remember tlient, 
bat who censure and oppose thoati who endeavor to obey 
this command of the infinite God, Remtinbtr than liat 
are in bondi ! 

1. Da not rich men oppren ytm. And how exceedingly 
oppremed millions nf our fellow citizens in this nation must 
necessarily be, in those States where their oath is not allow- 
ed in a court nf jnil.iop, Bijalnst a iT]iilp man T Whether in 



AGAINST SLAVliRy. Ill 

shalt love thy neighbor as thyself— ye do well ; but 
if ye have respect to persons, ye oommil an ; and 
are convinced of the iaw as trsnsgreasors. James 
ii, 6. 

2. For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and 
yet offend in one point, he is guilty of ali, James 
ii, 10. 

3. For he shall have judgment without mercy, 
that hath showed do mercy, and mercy rejoiceth 
against judgment. James ii, 13. 

a cue of llieft, npe, murder, or knv other crime, Uie solemn 
teatimonj of > thooBand perBons with a colorGd akin, when 
Kgaiiut B, white peraon, goes for nothinv ! 

9. Mt u guilts of all. He U Ha reUIy niihy-in the tight 
of God, who breua dim of bin commaDtb, as tbongfa he 
broke every one of them ; though he maj not incnt «o much 
(Tuilt. So we rauBt conclude of pereono who ^iroibBB the 
Christian religion, and who at the same time indulge in 
habits which are cDTttrary to the precepts and Rpiril of the 
gospel, such u mBkiag, vending, and using intoxicating 
uquora, visiting theatres, gambling in lotteries, and holding 
the human species in bondage ; but which of these sinaare 
most heinous in the sight of Grod, it another queation ; but 
it is sufficiently evident that each of them are transgresson 
of the Divine law, and he who commits either one of them 
is M really guilty of real* ing the authority of God, as tf he 
commitlfid them all. 

3. For he thall have judgment.. The following fact 
(which is but one of a thousand of the kind which might bo 
given) may serve to illuBtrate the first clause of this paBsage : 

" A master had repeatedly promised to manumit one of 
his slaves, who was an ejceUent black smith, hut he had as 
often violated his promise. The slave, elated with the hope 
of freedom, had worked earlier, later, and harder, till at 
lengthi however, his heart grew sick, and disappointment, 
riiarpet than a serpent's tootli, relaxed the sinews of his 
arm, and poisoned his coarse and scanty fare. The master, 
to revive his spirits and restore his vigor, finally pcomiwd 
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4. But the wisdom that is from above is first 
pure, then peaceable, gentle, anil easy to be en- 
treated, full of mercy and good fruits, without par- 
tiality and without hypocrisy. James iii, 17. 

5, Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for 
your miseries that shall come upon you. Your 
riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth 
eaten. Your gold and silver is cankered ; and the 



with unwonted solemnity, that if ho would earn, by eitn 
labor, a certain sum of money, amounting to several kund- 
ted dolUra, he should be free. The slave fell to work once 
more with redoubled energy. He toiled long and bard, aud 
at last the bleeeed day dawned, on which, accordi.i^ to the 
stipulation of his ma^ci, he was lo be enfranchised. But 
that treacherous and brutal individual, l>efare the day arrived, 
had Bold him to a slave-trader to be carried awaj to New- 
Orleans, and on tliat day he was destined to receive, not 
hie promised pardon, but a new suit of chains. 

" The heart-alricken man told his tale to the trader ; how 
he had been promiacd his freedom — how he had toiled — 
what cherished and often deferred hopes would be blasted 
forever He entreated bim in the most touching lanffuaffe, 
to renounce the sacrilegious bargain, — but in vain. IHnafiy, 
seeing that his prayers and tears were disregarded, he be- 
came dusperato, and told the dealer that if he did take him, 
one or Ihe other of them must die, and that he then gave 
him /air warning. The trader was highly diverted, and 
mid ' he liked such a spirited fellow.' He went on board a 
vessel, and, during a serene evening In thEit delicious cli- 
mate, the trader reposed himself upon the deck. In the 
dead of Ibe night, the slave contrived to rid himself of bis 
hand.xufTs, and groped until ho grasped a heavy hand-spike, 
and, thus armed, stood over the sleeping man. He waked 
him and told him his purpose. ' Then God have mercy on roe,' 
nid the trader. ' God will not have mercy on you, neither 
will I,' said the slave, and dashed out hia brains."— [D. £. 
OkOd, Eaq.] 
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rust of them shall be a witness against yaa, and 
shall eat your flesh as it were fire. James v, 1. 

6. .Behold, the hire of the laborers who have 
reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back 
by fraud, crieth ; and the cries of them which have 
reaped, are entered Into the ears of the Lord of 
Sabaoth. James v, 4. 

7. Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and 
been wanton ; ye have nourished your hearts as in 
a day of slaughter. Ye have coademaed and kilted 
the just ; and he doth not resist you. James v, 5. 

8. And nutny shall follow their pernicious ways : 
by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil 
apoken of. And through covetousnesa shall they 
with feigned words make merchandise of you ; 
whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, 
and their damnation sliimbereth not 3 Peter ii, 2. 

5. ShaU eat your ftah M ■( tBtre fire. What feuM 
langniige is here I Alu ! for thi>ae who are bo aptly de- 
■cribed in lite follawing vene, and to which these fearfol 
denunciatiooB, hy the mspired writBr, are applied. 

6. Kepi back iy fraud. Let the reader ny wboae fields 
are tilled and reaped by those to whom no wafpis are paid, 
in this land- See Chap, ii, 26, and yii, 5, tupra, If ttatt. 
holdi-Hg is not set down as a «in aiainst Qod in this passage, 
and the others here rclerred to, then no sin is described in 
any pait of the Bible. 

S. By Ttaeonof vihina, ^. When persona err who pro. 
fess the Christian lelinon, it giveg the greatest occasion for 
the wicked and UDbeTieving to q»eak evil of Christianity. 
Henc« it is lhi.t the example of Christiaos who make, vend, 
and ose ardent spirit, as an article of living or Inxary, is so 
much deplored by all the true friends of the temperance 
cause ; and hence also it is, that the example uf Christians 
who enslave their species, tends, in so great a degree, to 
B the slavery ^stem. As long as wicked and 
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9. Servants, be subject to your masters with nil 
fear ; oot only to the good and the gentle, but also 
to the froward. For this is thankworthy, if a man 
for conscience toward Gtod, endure grief, suffering 
wrongfiiily. 1 Peter ii, 18. 

unprincipled n: 



g BlaverT an 
I. Besuljee, 



la your maiiterii. See the note on Chap, i, 
a. - r^vvu a. slans, if a. Cliristinn, wu bound to ferve him 
f&ithfuUy hy whose moDoy he was bought, hoWE^ver LUegul 
that traffic may be considered. In heathen countiies, elBFrry 
was in Bome sort excusable ; but among ChriHtians it is an 
enormity and a crimo. Tor which perdition has icnrcely ajj 
adequate state of punishment." — [Dr. A. Clarke.] 

Hero the word rendered servants is aliirai, which ngni- 
fies hoaaehold ffnanti ; but even this word does not neoes. 
Barily imply thoBe who wert the entire properly of another ; 
it is true that mVcrnt had this signiRcation EoiuetimeB amoug 
the Greeks, but not always ; and tlie reasons before assign- 
ed show that it is by no means certain that this Ib the sense 
in which this word is used here. Itoccuribut in three othtr 
placca in the New Teslanicnt, and in one of lliein the rea- 
der will perceive at once that it cuuld not have been need 
to signify one who was held as the entire property of ano- 
ther. This is Luke xvi, 13. Bee also Acts i, T Rom 
liv, 4. 

■' We are told that slavny is a very delicate subject, and 
a political subject, and that the Apostles (very properly, it 
is also said) did not nieddle with the relation at all, but left 
it to the laws of human society to tegTilate, and Oiat they 
recoi-vcd botli maaters and slavea into the church (ogether, 
without any cli-ngo in the rela^on, and that they got along 
with it as wdl :".■■ they could in this way. Now where ii 
thepro'..f»i' i!|:|;.;; 

'■ For prouf Mi- nrii rnmmonly referred to tljofe pasaagee 
in which the ApoFilcs picacribcd the duties of masters and 
servants, whore they told BCrranla to bo obedient to theii 
■YiniicrB, and mastcre to rcmurober that they also liad a 
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master in Heaveii, and so on. Bui what does this piavn ? 
It tiikea for granted— what cuuiot be proved, and what ia 
not true, and ia contiary to known historical fact and the 
use o[ language — tnat all servants wore slaves and all maa. 
ters BlavB-holders. Whereas, the feet is, there were two 
distinct relations of servituda. And there were also two 
■ classos of maaters, tlescribed by two diflerent terms in 
Greek, though all are called by the same word, mosteri, in 
uur English translation. The Apostles always used the 
words correctly and in a disehminatLng manner. The 
two words used in Greek are iyrwgand deapotca. The first, 
kyrioa, Is a title of reapect, denoting either authority or 

Mary addressed it to the gardner at the sepulchre ; the jailor 
of Phdllppi to the Apostles, &c. The same term is proper 
to be used of any master, or person who employs others in 
his service, whether they are hired laborers, or servants, or 
apprentices. These maeteta, jtryrioi, are addressed as Chris- 
lians, and exhorted to be just, and render to their servants 
that which is' just and tqual. And all the sorvanta of such 
are ciliorled to be obedient heartily and with good will. 

" But the word for slave-holder is deipoiei. And when 
the Apostle speaks to the servants of a despoUa, he sum. 
mona op all the Christian sympathies, and exhorts them to 
be patient under their trials, and points them forward to the 
blessed hope of the gospel beyond the grave. The passage 
is interesting and mstructivo. See 1 Pet. ii, 18—35. 

" Servants, (oiketai — slaves, not dJiutoi — servants — the 
translators ought to havo made the distinction aa plain in 
English as it is in Greek) be subject to your {despolais) 
maatcrB wilh all fear ; not only (o the good and gentle, bat 
also to the froward. For this is thank-worthy, if a man 
for conaoienco toward God endure grief, suffi^ring wrong- 
fully. For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for 
your faults ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do 
well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, tills is aoeeptable 
with God. For oven hereiinlo were ye called ; because 
Clmst alao suffered for us, leaving ua an example, that jv 
should follow his steps : who did no sin, neither was guile 
fijimd in Ilia mouth ; who, when ho was reviled, reviled not 
■gain ; when he suSered, he threatened not ; but cominil- 
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ted lumself to him that jndgeth righteooslj : wbo his own 
self bare oar aiiui in his own body an the tree, that we, be. 
ing dead to sin, should live onto righteomness : bj whose 
stnpes ye were healed. For ye were as sheep going afltzay ; 
but are how returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop dT 
your souls. 

" But you see here he docs not turn round and tell the 
deapote9 how to treat his slaves. God never regulates sin, 
nor teaches us how to do wroi^ how to steal, or of^ress, or 
to do any other wickedness. The Bible never apeikm to a 
deapotes as a brother in the church. It tells them to undo 
the heavy burdens, and let the oppressed go free. And in 
case they do not heed the admonition, it tells them the hire 
of their laborers, who have reaped down their fields, which 
is kept back by fraud, crieth, and the cries are entered into 
the cars of the Lord of Sabaoth. 

** It is not true that the Apostles addressed slaTeJioldeiB 
as Christian brethren, as has been often asserted. On the 
contrary, I maintain that they must have taken it for grant- 
ed, that as soon as a slave-master became a Christian he 
would let his slaves go free, as a matter of course. I defe 
the world to prove that there ever was a slave-master ad- 
mitted and tolerated in the Christian church, until after the 
Bishop of Rome sanctioned it, when he divided Africa be* 
tween Portugal and Spain. The very fact that Christianity 
uniformly extinguished slavery wherever it came, is proof 
that the Apostles and early laborers preached in such a 
manner that slavery could not exist in the church. 

** And if vou carefully study the writings of the Apostles, 
you will find that the whole spirit and tenor of them cor- 
responds to this view. Hear what the Apostle Paul says« 
1 Tim. i, 9, 10. 

Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous 
man, but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly 
and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of 
fathers, and murderers of mothers, for man-sla3rerB, for 
whorc-mongcrs, for them that defile themselves with man. 
kind, for men-stealers^ for liars, for perjured persons, and if 
thero be any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine. 

*' Hero it is observable that the word rendered men.steal. 
ers is not a word denoting an act of robbery, but an act of 
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10. Finally, be ye all of one mind, having com- 

Ession one of anotlier ; love as brethren, be pitiful, 
courteous. 1 Peter iii, 8. 

11. We know that we have passed from death 
unto life, because we love the brethren. He that 
Joveth not his brother abideth in death. 1 John 
iii, 14. 

12. Hereby perceive we the love of God, be- 
cause he laid down his life for us ; and we ought to 
lay down our hves for the brethren. , 1 John iii, 16. 

■ale or traffic — men-traders. and properly marks those who 
exercise ur claim property in men. These the law of God, 
as laid down by Uie Apostle Paul, classes along with > miir. 
derers of fathers, and mr.rderers of mothers,' with ' whore- 
mon^rs,' with ' pe:jiired persons,' and all the most abomi- 
nable wickedness. Grotiiis, a scholar of tl>B first rank, 
especially for critical skill i.-i Greek, sajs it denotes all who 
buy. sell, or retain any person as property. Theie is no 
doubt that this sin existed among the heathen, as it does 
Bl Ibis day. But will any person now say that the Apoatlee 
brought dave-holdcrs into the church, and cherished tiiem 
there as Christian brethren ? Slavs-holdeis and slave-apo- 
logists may believe it ; I cannot, till I have proof, strong aa 
holy writ,' and that has never yat appeared." — [Rev, Jama 
H. Dicky.] 

10. Lone as brethren. It is difficult to conceive what 
the Christian enslavers, at the south, do with this and «mi- 
tar passages of Scripture, as it is well known that a minis- 
tor, in inany places, cannot enforce tho law of love witliout 
being suspected of favoring emancipafion ; and, it must he 
renicmb^:red, that if aay one, in some of tho States, do 
but make a ngti or atier one ayiiahle which mac be con- 
strued as having such a design, or a tendency to uiis effect, 
he is liable to sutler death upon the gallows \ 

13. We ought to lay dowa oar Uvea fin the hretkrea. It 
is a strange fact, that the wiched enslavers of the homan 
qtecies, such as make no pretensions to any religious prin- 
ciple In the regulation of their conduct, will never rofHise to 
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IS. But whoso hath the world's good, and seetu 
hia brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of 
compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God 
in him? 1 John iii, IT. 

liA their lives In (heir eBbiti to keep the aliTeH in bondage, 
and jet bow few, bow verj few profeenng ChriBtiana aiui 
Chriatiui miniatera are found, who will Tua even the hasud 
of loung a little property, in order to restore to their breth- 
ren the inalienable rights of which thej have been so on. 
jUBtlj deprived ! If we say a word to them about doing 
jUBtice to the poor, oppreseed, degraded, and injured dave, 
we are directly told of the conseqtitnces .' Oh, the dread- 
ful ooDBcquencoB that would follow the enactment of jcHt 
and suitable laws, far the protection, defence, and rela- 
tion of the poor slaves ! 

Let us notice a few oases of emancipation, and sec what 
the coDsequenceB were which followed, fn I8S0, the em- 
peror Alexander entancipated the whole population of the 
ulind of Oescl, amounting to no Icbb than thirtj-Sve thon- 
auii. No evil consaquencee followed. Slaver; was abo- 
lished, suddenly in 1839, by the Repablic of Mexico. Co- 
lombia, another Republic of South America, did the suae 
in leai. GoaUmala, in 1S24. Peru and ChiU, in 1B28, 
and Bolivia about the same time. Buenos Ayrcs abolished 
slavery in 1816, and Monte Video more recently ; many 
other nations who have done the same have been mention- 
ed in another chapter. On the first of Aueust, 1 638, this 
work was done throughout the British West Indies, and no 
evil eonsequcnces have followed. 

But wliat evil could possibly follow the emancipation of 
all tho slaves in this land, if this should bo dona by the 
enactment of suitable and impartially administered laws? 
Would the enactment of just and equitable laws for their 
defence and supervision, could such laws any way produoo 
one millianth part of the wickedness which now constitutes 
the very sum and substance of the slave-system ? Ittiy ii, 
it that persons who talk so much about the " consequence^ 
of abolishing slavery in this nation, never undertake ta 
tnaku game estimate of the world of iniquity of the system, l 
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14. If a man say, I love God, and hateth his 
brother, he is a liar ; for he that loveth not his 
brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God 
whom he hath not seen ? I John iv, SO. 

ajid the ten thousand thoos&nd evib which it is conBtaatly 
bringmg upon the nation, and upon all who arc connecttia 
with it J Think of the accumulatud wrongs which nearij 
three millions of men, women, and children are compellM 
every day and every hour to sufier in this nation '. Think 
of the thett, the fraud, the pollubon, and the numbedess 
other crimes which Ihia system is now constantlj' inflicting 
upon both the enstaver and the enslaved ? And think of the 
death Btruggle which muet saoner or later come between 
the blacka and whiteB at the south, if slavery be not soon 
&bpliahed bj moral and peaceable means. 

Hear one of the Virginia statesmen on this subject, Hen- 
ry Berry, Esq., in a speech of his, delivered in the House of 
Delegates ofVa., Jvi. 30, 1832. 

" Sir, I believe that no cancer on the physical body wu 
ever more certain, steady, and fatal in its proEress, than 
this cancer on the political body of Virginia. It is eating 
into her very vitals. And shall we admit that the evil is 
past remedy 7 Shall we act the part of a pony patient, 
■ufiering under the ravages of a fatal disease, who would 
say the remedy is too painful? Pass as severe laws as 

J'ou will to keep these unfortunate creatures in ignorance, 
t is in vain, unless you con extinguish that spark of intel' 
lect which God has given them. Sir, we have as far as 
possible doled enery avenue by which light might enttr 
their minis ; wc have oolj to go one step farther,^to ex- 
tinguish the capacity to see the light,. — and our work will 
be completed ; they would then be reduced to the level with 
the beasts of the field, and we should be safe ; and T am 
not certain that we would not do it, if we could find out 
the necessary process, and that under the plea of neceatity. 
Bnt, air, this is impossible ; and can man be in the midst of 
freemen and not know what freedom is 7 Can he feel that 
he has the power to assert his liberty, and will be not do it 7 
Tea, mt, with the certainty of time's carrent he will do it. 
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15. If there come any unto you, and bring not 
this doctrine, receive him not into your house* 
neither bid him Grod speed ; for he that biddeth 
him God speed, is partaker of his evil deeds* 2 
John 10. 

16. And the merchants of the earth shall weep 
and mourn — for no man buyeth their merchandise 
any more ; — ^the merchandise of — beasts, and sheep, 
and horses, and slaves, and souls of men. Rev. 
xviii, 11—13. 

whenever he has the power. The data are before us all, a^d 
every man can work out the process for himself. Sir, a 
death struggle must come between the two clslsses, in which 
one or the other will be extinguished forever. Who can 
contemplate such a catastrophe, as even possible, and be 
mdifferent ?»' 

15. Partaker of his evil deeds. Let those members and 
ministers in the Christian church, who do not set their faces 
against the sin of slave-holding in all who practice it, think 
on these words. 

16. Slaves and souls of men. The o-co/idro)!/, bodies and 
souls of men ; these arc here set down as articles of traffic, 
with beasts, sheep, and horses ! And it should be noted 
also, tliat the trade here spoken of, in the souls and bodies 
of men, was carried on by an anti-christian church. 

** The Lord who judgeth her will effuse his wrath upon 
Babylon, bccatfse she makes merchandise of slaves, the 
souls and bodies of men. To number the persons of men 
with beasts, sheep, and horses, as the stock of a farm, or 
with bales of goods, as the cargo of a ship, is a most detest- 
able and anti-christian practice." — [Scott.'\ 

But from these words we learn that tne time is coming 
when no man shall buy the souls and bodies of men anymore 
at all ! And, consequently, when the souls and bodies of 
men are neitlu r bought nor sold any more, then all slave- 
holding must cease, and become extinct throughout this 
nation and throughout the whole world ! Yes, as sure as 
we may depend npon tho veracity of the infinite God, just 



AOAIHST SLAVEKr. 131 

■o aerlwnlj we ifaxll not be dis&ppointed in erpectil^ the 
utter eitinctioD of thiit mfenud system from the bee of ths 
globe. And then wiU come the world's jubilet .' O the 
delightful knticip*tions of that aiupicioua day I When man 
ehaS enslave his fellow-man " no more at all 1" when then 
shall be ■' no more" soul-driTerB, nor " brokers in the trade of 
blood." When the clanking of chains upon bumui limbe 
■ball be heard "no more at all." When the bloody thmnb- 
BcrcWB and the Iscerating whip ihall torture "no noie it 
■11." Then shall the cruel nian.sIeRler no more part than 
■auader whom Gad joins together; nor shall the parent! 
Joy be damped and chilled any more by the sight of ■ Chiii- 
iion irtilta man 1 

HsrcifOl Ood 1 in the greatness of thy co 
haatan, O haaten, the amral of t> "iler^ hour 



AbolitioD, indneditte, nhat is meuit by it. 
Adulter]' foatand by tho ilavfr^jBtem, 



America, United States of^ 
Apostles referred to, 

Beliering Mutere, 

BlcniDg of him that waa leady to perinh, 

Blesnng pronounced upon such as remembei the pi 

Bondage of the Isnelitsi, 

Bond-Berranti, Hebrews not to be compelled to sen 



Casting lota foi God's people. 

Christian mm -drinkers, 

Christian enslavers, 

Clarke Dr. A., hia opinion of slavery and the alave- 

trade, I 

Coke, Dr., his opposition to slavery. 
Comfort of the oppressed, 

Congress, members of, engapMl in the slave-trade, 
ConseqoBnees to be apprehended from the oimtinn. 

anoe of the slavOi^fsteiii, 
CovetODBiea fbtlndden. 
Cruelties to lemnts, fbrbidden by the Mosaio law. 



124 INDEX. 

Daniel, his example referred to, 96 

Definition of slavery, 5 

Defraudingr, against, 104 

Doing unto othen as we wonld theydioiild do unto m, 79 

Dumb, the slaves are, in a most aflSKsting sense, 53 

Emancipation, immediate, a duty, 56 

Emancipation, cases of^ 118 

Example, power of^ • 46 

Extortion, 84 

False^ealing, forbidden, SS 

Fugitive slaves, not to be retomed, 31 

Gibeonites, the reasons why they were rednced to 

servitude, ' 37 

Gilgrass, the Rev. Mr., his account of a mother who 

was robbed of her children, 43 

Guilty, in what sense a person is, of breaking all of 

Qod*B commandments. 111 

Hardening the heart, how slave-holders do this, IS 

Hunting souls, 71 

Hypocrites, why slaves think others such, 57 

Ignorance, no excuse for neglect of duty, in certam oase% 53 

Ignorance of the slaves, how it is caused, 73 

Immediate emancipation, 56 
Inquisition, in the United States, 43, 44 

Job, his example referred to, 41 

Jubilee among the Jews, 48 

Jubilee of the world, predicted. 120 

Judgment against such as show no mercy, 111 

Justice commanded, 95 
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dnappers, manner of their taking their prey, 
inapping, case of, stated, 


44 
63 


ws, oppressive, 


54 


ve commanded toward our neighbor, 


80, 81 


toward brethren, 


83 


toward our enemies. 


79 


icKnight, 


104 


id, oppression makes men so. 


55 


iDowell, extract from his speech. 


38 


m^stealers. 


104 


in^tealing, cases of, stated, 


65 


in.thieves condemned,. 


104 


irshall, T., Esq., 


61 


jrcy, definition of this word, 


77 


)ses, law of, respecting slavery among the Jewtf, 


15, 19 


imber oppressed in this land. 


36 


edience, commanded to servants, 


114 


esimus, his case considered. 


109 


pression defined. 


9 


pressing the poor. 


50 


pressing the afflicted in the gate. 


51 


uL, St., his chains referred to. 


103 


xton, Rev. J. D., extracts from, 


64 


y commanded, 


38 


araoh a slave-holder. 


10, 12 


or, are Christ's representatives, 


50 


wer of masters over their slaves. 


6 


eachers, slave-holding, 


74 


ejudice, a sin, 


50 


omiscs of God to deliver the oppressed, 5fl, 


26, 44 



iconciliation, to Ihose whom we have injured, ne- 
cessary before we approach God in prayer, 78 

£ C€ ^ i %^^^ ' 
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Relief, to be afforded to such as are m distress, 23 

Reproaching^ God, how some do this, 50 

Reproving our neighbor a duty, 59 

Reward, not to be given, for doing justice, 58 

Rich men who oppress the poor, IIO 

Sabbatical year, 24 

Scott, quotations from, 105 
Servant, meaning of the word so rendered in the 

New Testament, 86 
Servitude among the Jews, Slc. 33 
Sin of oppression, 48 
Slave laws of South Carolina, 5 
Slaves considered as chattels, 7 
Slaves may be sold for payment of debts of a de- 
ceased master, 7 
Slavery, what it is, 5 
Slavery, meaning of the word, as declared by the 
laws of South Carolina, Louisiana, and Ma- 
ryland, 5, 6 
Souls and bodies of men, trading in, 74, 130 
Stealing forbidden, 26 
Stumbling blocks, to be removed, 23 

Task-masters, slave-holders in Egypt, so called, 10 

Theft, penalty for this crime among the Jews, 20 

Trading the persons of men, 74 
Traps to catch men described, 64, 65 

Wages of the laborer not to be retained, 23 

Waste places, caused by slavery, 61 

Weightier matters of the law omitted, 81 
Wesley, his testimony against slavery and the slave. 
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